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I was reflecting on what a ‘wish 
list’ might look like for some 
of our residents. As they enter 
Bridge House / Grace House 
it might be relative to the very 
immediate concerns, such as 
staying out of jail, getting off of 
the streets or repairing badly 
damaged relationships with 
family. They know that their 
inability to stay clean and sober 
has been the main contributor 
to these major issues they are 
facing. Recovering people, that 
they meet in 12 Step meetings, encour-
age the newcomer to write down what 
they hope for a year from beginning 
the journey of recovery. Often, if sug-
gestions are followed for adherence to 
the program what has been gained in 
a year is so much more than what was 
originally anticipated. There is a dra-
matic shift to a “new life, new freedom, 
and new happiness”.  Recovery not only 

opens the door to a new life, it offers a 
whole new way of looking at life.  

As a format of many 12 
Step Meetings a very 
appropriate wish list is 
recited in the form of what 
is known as The 12 Prom-
ises. These can be found 
on pages 83-84 of the Big 
Book, Alcoholics Anony-
mous as follows:

If we are painstaking 
about this phase of our 
development, we will be 
amazed before we are half 

way through. 

1.) We are going to know a new free-
dom and a new happiness.

2.) We will not regret the past nor wish 
to shut the door on it.

3.) We will comprehend the word seren-
ity

4.) We will know peace.

5.) No matter how far down the 
scale we have gone, we will see 
how our experience can benefit 
others. 

6.) That feeling of uselessness 
and self-pity will disappear.

7.) We will lose interest in selfish 
things and gain interest in our 
fellows. 

8.) Self-seeking will slip away.

9.) Our whole attitude and out-
look upon life will change. 

By The Numbers   Jan 1-Nov 30, 2012

Calls for Help: 8,565

Daily Capacity: 210
These numbers reflect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

LIST continued on p. 2

Bridge House 
has now saved 
my life twice 
from a Bridge House alumnus

It was December 25, 2006, Meridian, 
MS; I hesitantly accepted a dinner 
invitation to my parents’ house. I lived 
less than 5 miles from my parents but 
rarely spoke much less visited them. 
I was an extreme alcoholic that had 
been sneaking into their house for 
years stealing alcohol and any loose 
change I can find; and they knew it! 
They once even had me committed 
to the state mental institute in 2006 
which I managed to avoid thanks to 
a backed up state system and some 
strategic manipulation on my part. 
However, it was that Christmas night 
that my father brought up Bridge 
House for the second time. This time, 
for the first time in my life, I had no 
excuse or rationalization to fight my 
father’s argument–If I continue on 
my present path will my life be any 
different in a year, so what then is the 
harm in spending that year at Bridge 
House? I decided he was right and 
the time was right. I was completely 
dead on the inside, and I realized it 
that Christmas night.

I arrived at Ms. Green’s office, com-
pletely exhausted, on January 7, 2007 
and transitioned on January 10, 2008. 
I cannot truly express all that Bridge 
House did for me in that year. My 
parents were astonished and my step-

SAVED continued on p. 7

A Recovery ‘Wish List’
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Shell’s Investment
Marketing Director

This November, Shell invested 
$50,000 in the Vocational Reha-
bilitation Program at Grace 
House Camp Street. 

As you may know, when 
Bridge House moved into 
its new home on Earhart 
Boulevard in 2010, we ren-
ovated the old Camp Street 
location and expanded 
Grace House, our women’s 
program. Now with the ca-
pacity to serve 45 women, 
Grace House Camp Street 
is able to meet the needs 
of more women who have lost every-
thing because of their addiction. When 
women enter our programs, they are 
almost completely devoid of self- es-
teem. Characteristically, they haven’t 

had a legal job in six months prior to 
entry at Grace House, are disconnect-
ed from their families, and feel worth-
less. Simply removing drugs or alcohol 
from their systems is not enough to 
repair the damage that the disease 
has wrought on the individual. 

One of the key instruments for encour-
aging self-esteem in our residents is 
our Vocational Rehabilitation Program. 
Bridge House / Grace House views 
Vocational Rehabilitation as an integral 
part of addiction treatment because 
employment is a strong indicator of 

sustained recovery. Each resident at 
Grace House Camp Street is assigned 
a job within the organization during her 

primary phase of 
treatment, during 
which she receives 
supervision from 
a team of profes-
sionals including: 
Vocational Rehabil-
itation Therapists, 
Primary Counsel-
ors, and Work Site 
Supervisors.  As 
residents progress 
through treatment, 

and the time comes for them to search 
for work outside of the organization, 
Vocational Rehabilitation Therapists 
perform mock interviews, support 
residents as they explore new tech-
nologies of submitting resumes online, 
and connect residents with potential 
employers.  

Shell saw the benefits of investing in 
our Vocational Rehabilitation Program:  
“At Shell we believe that energy is 
more than just gas at the pump.  We 
look for efficient, environmentally 
friendly ways to meet society’s energy 
demands, and to finding qualified peo-
ple to get the job done.  Supporting 
Grace House’s technology skills class 
is one way that Shell is energizing 
the future of the Greater New Orleans 
area,” says John Hollowell, Executive 
Vice-President Shell Deep Water.  

Thank you Shell for your commitment 
to strengthening our community. With-
out support from community members 
such as Shell, we would not be able 
to provide the level of care that has 
helped so many find recovery.  We will 
put your investment to good use! 

Kevin Gardere
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

Kevin Gardere

10.) Fear of people and of economic insecu-
rity will leave us. 

11.) We will intuitively know how to handle 
situations which used to baffle us. 

12.) We will suddenly realize that God is 
doing for us what we could not do for our-
selves. 

Are these extravagant promises? We think 
not. They are being fulfilled among us – 
sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly. They 
will always materialize if we work for them.  

It is the goal and great desire of the recov-
ering person to realize these 12 Promises. 
I would venture to say that these promises 
would be desired by many outside of 12 
Step Programs as well. The foundation of 
12 step recovery is spiritual in nature. It 
develops the path for liberation from the 
nightmare of addiction.  How could there be 
a better wish list our residents?  

Your trust in the commitment and diligence 
of Bridge House / Grace House to trans-
late your contributions into new and posi-
tive lives for those we serve is treasured. 
You complete our wish list by allowing us 
to change the lives of the less fortunate 
with your monies, donations, time and 
encouragement. You have used the power 
within you to reach out, give and make a 
difference.  Your support for our services 
elevates those we serve, their families and 
our community beyond measure. 

We pray that you will continue to bless 
Bridge House / Grace House. For the thou-
sands who have walked through our doors 
and our dedicated staff, I thank you. By 
sharing your blessings you express the true 
meaning of this season throughout the year. 
We know that 2013 will present new chal-
lenges, but through our convictions, inner 
strength and your support we have faith that 
we will be able to maintain services at their 
current levels.

Have a wonderful Holiday Season. May all 
your wishes come true. 

Else Pedersen–CEO
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

LIST continued from p. 1

Qi Wiggins Presents the Gift
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Partnership 
With LSUHSC
From the Vocational Department

For the past several years, Bridge 
House / Grace House has had a part-
nership with the LSUHSC School of 
Rehabilitation Counseling to provide 
interns to the Vocational Department.  
Several of these interns have gone 
on to become counselors at Bridge 
House and Grace House.  Presently 
we have a vocational counselor, at 
Bridge House, and a primary coun-
selor, at Grace House, who are gradu-
ates of the program.

The interns function under the su-
pervision of the vocational staff. 
This semester, we have two full-time 
interns.  The goal of their internship 
is: to gain a deeper understanding of 
the impairments and obstacles faced 
by individuals with substance abuse 
problems; to gain specific knowledge 
regarding vocational counseling strat-
egies pertaining to those populations; 
to enhance personal understanding 
of the 12 Step model and its implica-
tions regarding vocational counsel-
ing; to achieve greater confidence in 
personal abilities during client contact; 
to coordinate and facilitate group and 
individual counseling sessions; and 
to become familiar with community 
resources and client advocacy.

The interns are required to average 
40 hours per week, for no less than 
600 hours.  They receive a minimum 

Rewrite the Family Story
Bridge House Clinical Corner

Treatment always involves developing 
a set of goals and creating assign-
ments, situations, and opportunities 
to work toward accomplishing them.  
The primary goal is always disease 
management and the development of 
a solid recovery support network.  12 
step meeting attendance, commitment 
to a home group, the development of a 
strong working alliance with a spon-
sor, and step work related to the use 
of substances, compulsive behaviors,  
and also using the steps for life on the 
planet, constitute recovery support. 
Doing the next right thing and remain-
ing honest, open, and willing, helps to 
create a new freedom and the founda-
tion for self-esteem.  

As individuals enter treatment, they 
are evaluated in a lengthy interview 
using an instrument called an ASI 
or Addiction Severity Index.  It is a 
comprehensive screening tool that 
examines multiple life domains to cre-
ate a problem list that extends to all 
of the areas that could be affected by 
addiction.  There can be health issues, 
legal issues, financial issues, educa-
tional deficits, and certainly relation-
ship issues. This is all combined and 
considered wreckage of the past, but 
the issues are addressed individually 
and consistently by setting and work-
ing toward goals in each area.  

Some of the most difficult challenges 

come with the efforts to reconnect with 
loved ones. Relationships always take 
work and much time can be wasted 
trying to explain and /or understand 
the awful behavior that happens in ac-
tive addiction. The truth is the behavior 
is awful but the individual is still some-
one you care for very much. There is 
no explanation, but in some time there 
will be an amends and your turn to 
speak on how the behavior affected 
family and significant others. 

As a group of individuals who are 
committed to helping our residents 
manage the disease and make 
headway with all of the problems 
on their list, we would like to invite 
everyone to be present in this good 
moment.  No one can undo yes-
terday, but we can live well, and in 
peace today.  To enjoy today we 
must all be able to wait a while for 
something that sounds like an ex-
planation of hurtful behaviors. The 
insanity is frequently unexplainable 
so for that there is acceptance and 
the quest to support a decision to 
forgive.  

As families heal it is good to make 
new memories with picnics and laugh-
ter and experiences that can begin 
to rewrite the story of the family. At 
times there has been some substantial 
time of estrangement. Hurt, fears, and 
frustration are all feelings at the root 

PARTNER continued on p. 4FAMILY continued on p. 4
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Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Drive
New Orleans 70130        Metairie 70003                           
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a pickup call 
504-525-3130

Alcoholism took almost everything 
from me. It took my wife, my business, 
my house, my car and virtually all my 
belongings. It even took my self-es-
teem, my health, my drive, my motiva-
tion, and my morals. I barely got away 
with my life. Every single relationship I 
ever had I destroyed. I could not keep 
a job. Before I slept under a bridge, I 
found Bridge House.

This caring and educated environment 
is just what I needed. By instituting a 
daily routine of strict discipline, Bridge 
House is slowly helping me renew my 
drive. Work therapy is assisting me 
with daily accomplishments, thus re-
viving my self-esteem and motivation 
to succeed. Classes, group therapy, 
and 12 step programs help me under-
stand alcoholism.

The next phase of the program will 
help me get back into the work force 
as a reliable employee. Using these 
tools I am learning how to live again. 
Bridge House is teaching me that I can 
have my life back without alcohol. It’s 
not too late.

Eric L.

It’s not too late
From a current resident of 120 hours of direct client contact 

that will be facilitated by the voca-
tional staff. The internship will consist 
of direct and indirect services to our 
clients. This includes the following: 
individual and group counseling, in-
take interviewing, case management, 
client assessment/evaluation, client 
advocacy, client assistance, writing 
case notes and developing treatment 
plans; and the attendance at various 
staff meetings.  The vocational staff 
will provide a minimum of one hour per 
week of individual face-to-face super-
vision. 

This partnership with LSUHSC is im-
portant to the vocational and counsel-
ing programs at Bridge House / Grace 
House.  As the vocational Director at 
Bridge House, I look forward to the 
continuance of this partnership as it 
provides additional counseling ser-
vices to our client at no cost and a 
resource for future staff members.

Leon J. Naquin MS, LRC
Vocational Director
lnaquin@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7151

PARTNER continued from p. 3

of anger and families can continue to 
be stuck in the anger. Time that could 
be spent beginning a new life together 
can easily be compromised by rehash-
ing the worst of times. Sometimes it 
is best to believe, and say, I am so 
glad you are seeking help. It is good to 
have this time with you, and I missed 
you.

Jo E. Cohen LPC, LMFT, LAC, CCS
Bridge House Clinical Director
jcohen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7286

FAMILY continued from p. 3

A Special
Thank You

Bridge House / Grace House 
specially thanks WGNO-TV 
and NOLA38 The CW for 

their gift and continued sup-
port of our organization’s 

mission.

Want a tax deduction? 
Got an old car? 

Donate your car today!
Call 504-598-3355
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Career Sessions
Grace House Executive Director

The vocational rehabilitation program 
is part of the foundation of the Bridge 
House / Grace 
House substance 
abuse treatment 
program, and it 
helps give clients the 
tools and resources 
needed for an ef-
fective job search. 
We hope to see 
each client complete 
the program with 
sobriety, a support 
system, employment 
and housing. These 
elements are key to a 
lifestyle that supports recovery. 

Grace House began a new program 
this quarter, called” Career Sessions”, 
where successful career women from 
the community meet with a small 
group of clients to share their experi-
ence in the workforce in a very com-
fortable setting. Career Sessions gives 
the clients the opportunity to learn 
about different career paths, how to 
enter the workforce, ways to cope with 
the stress of looking for employment 
and how to handle difficult situations 
and people in the workplace. 

Substance abuse knows no barriers, 
so the clients we treat come from 
very diverse backgrounds and socio-
economic groups. Some clients have 
never been employed, while others 
may not be able to hold a steady job; 
some clients have had long term ca-

reers and seek to change their career 
path. Career Sessions gives clients 
encouragement and hope that they 

can find meaningful employment 
by learning from the career paths 
and struggles of others. 

Tracy M. participated in the first 
Career Sessions and saw it as a 
positive experience:

“I have been a client at Grace 
House for four months. I was a 
former executive and during my 
addiction I have lost my way. 
This new program that Grace 
House offers allows me to not 
only be open minded to a pos-
sible career change, but it also 

gave me an opportunity to meet a suc-
cessful business woman who shared 
her strength, hope, and challenges in 
today’s workforce. I look forward to 
continuing to meet more successful 
business people which are surely not 
only a great benefit to my recovery but 
also a win-win to the ladies in recovery 
at Grace House.” 

Please contact me at (504) 821-7123 
if you are interested in participating 
in Career Sessions and sharing your 
career path with the Grace House 
clients. 

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11

One Day at a 
Time
From a current resident

I came into the program emotionally 
drained, bitter, and angry. I dreaded 
any day ahead of me. I felt alone, 
helpless, and I was compassionless. 
My soul was in torment, my heart 
was broken, my mind was torn and 
tattered, and I was overflowing with 
shattered dreams of a brighter future 
for my child.  I lived in darkness.

Through this journey of my new life in 
recovery, I’ve encountered many ups 
and downs, many trials, errors and 
lessons learned, and even more chal-
lenges of strength and courage. To my 
own surprise, I’m learning that with 
the strength I thought I lacked, I can 
do this. I can live a clean, sober, and 
healthy life for my family, for my child, 
but most importantly, for myself.

So as I continue into this journey, 
I take it “One Day at a Time” as 
the program has taught me. Now, 
rather than dreading my days, I 
embrace each one with every bit of 
gratitude within me. There is a bet-
ter path, and Grace House helped 
me to find it.

Forever Grateful,

Holly M.

Michelle Gaiennie 



06 Amazing Grace

Permanent Sup-
portive Housing
A Special Contribution from Perma-
nent Housing

As we have learned, Bridge House / 
Grace House is the beginning in the 
process of recovery.   Men and women, 
seeking residential treatment at our fa-
cilities, are starting what we hope will be 
a lifelong journey.  Permanent Support-
ive Housing, offered through both Bridge 
House and Grace House, is often a big 
step in that journey.  Clients who com-
pleted long term treatment at one of our 
facilities may be eligible to receive rental 
assistance and supportive services as 
they continue their transition back to be-
ing a productive member of society.  Our 
Permanent Supportive Housing Program 
(PSH) is grant funded through HUD, 
and it facilitates rental assistance for 22 
individuals and single-parent families 
who were homeless prior to entering 
treatment.  PSH represents an amazing 
collaboration of agencies supporting the 
mission of Bridge House / Grace House.  
PSH helps by rebuilding the lives of men 
and women and supporting the mission 
of HUD by ensuring that adequate, sta-
ble housing is available to those in need 
while strengthening our community.  

PSH is also a unique opportunity to 
monitor the progress and provide sup-
ports for our alumni.  Individuals partici-
pating in PSH receive monthly counsel-
ing and case management services from 
our PSH counselor and attend a weekly 
after care process group.  The group 
allows individuals, with various lengths 
of sobriety, a forum to talk about difficult 
issues that they are encountering in their 
recovery and living life as sober men 
and women.  Feedback from peers is 
a crucial piece in examining character 
defects that influence our choices and 
build character assets.  Aftercare group 
also welcomes any alumni who are not 
participating in permanent housing but 
would like the interaction and support of 

their peers.

The benefits do not come without 
work.  Clients in PSH must remain ab-
stinent of drugs and alcohol, actively 
work with a sponsor and attend out-
side meetings, maintain their homes, 
pay their bills, follow the law, create 
and maintain a budget, and save 
money.  The ultimate goal for program 
participants is to re-enter life, gain 
stability, and exit the program.

I am often reminded by the clients that 
leaving the “bubble” of Bridge House 
/ Grace House can be scary.  Real-
ity is not as kind as a counselor, and 
decisions are not as easy without 
the support system you have while 
in treatment.  PSH provides contin-
ued support for individuals working a 
recovery program. Having peers and 
support staff in your corner can be a 
huge asset in navigating your way to 
the right choice.  It encourages the 
men and women we serve to stay on a 
path that will allow them to reach their 
goals. 

Today I am happy to report that we 
are at program capacity for PSH with 
a waiting list. 100% of our active 
clients are involved in recovery, over 
half work with sponsees, 100% are 
employed with nine clients employed 
through Bridge House / Grace House, 
five clients have enrolled in school 
and are pursuing degrees, and eight 
clients have been able to reconnect 
with their children and provide them 
with a safe place to live and grow.  I 
believe that the staff at Bridge House 
/ Grace House is so fortunate to be 
able to watch the growth of a man or 
woman in recovery; I am truly blessed 
to continue to play a role in the lives 
of the men and women we serve long 
after they complete treatment and 
continue on their journey. 

Nicolette Harvey, LMSW
Permanent Housing Counselor
nharvey@gracehouseneworleans.org
504-899-2423 ext 22

Grace House 
Clinic
Dream Big: Humana’s Community 
Impact

Earlier this year, Humana Founda-
tion put out a call for applications for 
a $100,000 grant that would affect 
transformational change for a non-
profit in our region. Bridge House / 
Grace House submitted an applica-
tion to make our dream of creating a 
specialty clinic for the women of Grace 
House a reality. We were thrilled to be 
among the top three applicants in the 
final running for the award.  The cer-
emony to announce the winner was on 
November 8th, and another deserving 
non-profit received the award. How-
ever, Humana generously awarded 
Bridge House / Grace House $7,500 
for our general operating expenses.  
But here’s the thing: the process of 
submitting the grant allowed us to 
think critically about a problem, come 
up with an efficient solution, and 
solidify our partnership with Tulane 
Medical School. By dreaming big, we 
were able to create a framework for 
transformational change for our orga-
nization that we are now determined to 
make a reality despite not winning the 
Humana Grant. Here’s why:

• Louisiana is first in the nation in 
rates of Syphilis, second in Gonorrhea 
rates, and third in Chlamydia rates.  

• Many women, who enter our pro-
grams, have practiced high-risk sexual 
behaviors including multiple sex part-
ners, unprotected sex, and exchange 
of sex for money or drugs. These 
behaviors put them at a greater risk of 
contracting sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STIs) and developing certain 
types of cancer. 

• Our patients have no insurance, 
and, despite the current expansions 
in Medicaid, less than 10% of our pa-

CLINIC continued on p. 11
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SAVED continued from p. 1

mother (of 20 years) was truly meeting 
me for the first time. One of the great-
est attributes Bridge House gave me, 
though, turned out to be an inability to 
enjoy drinking. I relapsed that same 
year in 2008 shortly after Gustav. If it 
was not for all that Bridge House had 
instilled in me, I would have died in my 
relapse, literally. I returned to Bridge 
House for a three month “tune-up”, if 
you will, and used the opportunity to 
make healthy decisions and changes 
in my life to hopefully avoid similar pit-
falls. Bridge House has now saved my 
life twice. It has saved my family twice. 
For the first time in my life I have a 
genuine relationship with my parents 
and established a relationship with 
my brother that has never existed. I 
truly believe it is the work of my higher 
power that brought me back to Bridge 
House for a third time–this time as a 
member of the staff. I now have been 
given the opportunity to work and 
give back to the very organization that 
saved my life.

David B.

Need a Gift Idea?
Check out The Absinthe 

Mind in the Foundation Gal-
lery on 608 Julia Street for 
gifts including artsy, afford-
able works of imaginative 

artists and designers. 
All the proceeds go to Bridge 

House / Grace House this 
Holiday Season!

Thanksgiving In-Kind Donors

Casey Jones’s Supermarket, Inc.
Central Grocery Store
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s Magic Sea-
soning Blends
Conseco’s Market
Diamond Foods
Guillory’s Grocery
House of Blues New Orleans
Joey K’s Restaurant & Bar
Langenstein’s Supermarket
Leidenheimer Baking Co., Ltd.
Luzianne Coffee Co.

Magnolia Enterprises
Marques Food Distribution
Mat & Naddie’s Restaurant
Matrana’s Produce
Mistrettas Produce
Robert Fresh Market
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Sclafani’s Cooking School
Short Stop Po-Boys
Southern Oaks Plantation
Swiss Confectionery, Inc.
Zatarain’s

Thanks for your support!

A Special Thanks to
The New Orleans Marriott 

for food preparation
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Media Sponsor
WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW

Platinum Sponsors
Dance Quarter
Whitman Family Foundation

Gold Sponsors
Crescent Bank and Trust
Entergy
Gayle Jones

Silver Sponsors
anonymous
Center Staging
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, LLP
Command Construction
Crosby Tugs, Inc
Fifth District Savings Bank
First NBC Bank
H. Rocker Electric
Harrah’s New Orleans
Helm Paint & Decorating
Laitram
Pellerin Laundry Machinery Sales
Shell New Orleans Federal Credit 
Union
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Waldemar S. Nelson & Company, Inc.

Bronze Sponsors
Abita Brewing Company
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Co.
Cox Communications
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company
Jos. R. Labadot Inc
MetroWide Apartments
Richard Vallon
River Parish Disposal
Vinson Guard Service, Inc
Wally Pontiff, Jr. Foundation
Woodward Design+Build

Partner Sponsors
Anytime Fitness--Harvey
Banana Republic
Frank Roccaforte, Edward Jones
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Louisiana Rehab Products, Inc.
Millennium Limousine Service
Suburban Roofing
Twist Cocktails
Village Coffee & Tea Co.

Rockin’ With the NOLA Stars III
From the Assitant Income Develop-
ment Director

Over 500 people came out to see the 
third annual Rockin’ With the NOLA 
Stars—a spin-off from the network 
program “Dancing with the Stars”.  Al-
though dancing was the central theme 
of the night, the event also had plenty 
of food, enter-
tainment, mu-
sic, and even 
mini-golf—a 
new contest 
that awarded 
the winner with 
a two night 
Sheraton stay 
and dinner for 
two at Criollo.  
It all took place 
on September 22, 2012 at Generations 
Hall.

Rockin’ With the NOLA Stars brought 
together some of New Orleans’ most 
respected public figures and paired 
them with Dance Quarter profession-
als.  Dance Quarter, the local “dance 
partner” in the production of this event, 
helped to transform our contestants 
into bona fide dancers after a few short 
months of practice.  We cannot thank 
Dance Quarter enough.

The dancers impressed the crowd with 
their respective performances of the 
Cha Cha Cha, a Milonga, a couple 
of Tangos, a Jitterbug, and a mix of 
dances.  

Nell Nolan was crowned Rockin’ With 
the NOLA Stars III Champion, Heather 
Evans was the Runner-up, and Da-
vid Sepulveda was the 2nd Runner-
up.  The judges were impressed with 
Stephanie Osborne’s dancing and 
awarded her “best performance”, 
whereas the crowd awarded Kenny 
Lopez “best performance.” The winner 

of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd are determined 
by the amount of money raised by 
each.  The audience selects one best 
performance category while the judges 
select another best performance 
category.

Rockin’ With the NOLA Stars III was 
a success.  In our third year of this 

event, we 
showed tremen-
dous growth 
and raised 
more money 
than our previ-
ous two events.  
As always, the 
money raised is 
used to sup-
port our sub-
stance abuse 

treatment program at Bridge House / 
Grace House.  Congratulations to our 
committee and contestants for a job 
well done!

Our sincerest thanks go to our MC’s 
Bruce Katz and Jocelyn Lockwood of 
WGNO-TV, and to our media spon-
sor WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW 
for their promotion of the event.  We 
greatly appreciate the efforts of our 
judges for lending us their expertise: 
Joe Helm, Chet Pourciau, Victoria 
Reed, and the Honorable Ray Steib.  
We thank the lovely and talented 
Pussyfooters for their performance to 
open the show.  We also want to spe-
cially thank the Rockin’ Committee.

Many thanks to all that supported our 
Rockin’ With the NOLA Stars III event.  
We appreciate your support to help 
Bridge House / Grace House with our 
mission.

We hope to see you at Rockin’ With 
the NOLA Stars IV!

Joe Pitman 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Rockin’ Champion Nell Nolan with Mr. Kim
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Rockin’ In-Kind Donors

Thanks for your support!

American Luxury Limousines
Andrea’s Restaurant & Catering
Art4Now
Aunt Sally’s Praline Shops Inc
Azby’s
Back to the Garden
Baskin Robbins
Beau Chene Country Club
Beau Rivage Resort & Casino
Big Shot RC Beverage Com-
pany, Inc.
Bikram Yoga New Orleans
Black Lotus Designs
Body Art, Inc
Boswell’s Jamaican Grill
Branch Out
Brown’s Dairy
Cartozzo’s Bakery
CC’s Coffee House Retail Lctn.
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s Magic Seasoning 
Blends
Chris Owen’s Club
Coffee House Cafe
Coffee Roasters of New Orleans
Crescent Pie & Sausage Co.
Deanie’s Seafood
Decatur Coffee
Deep South Blenders
Design Plus Interiors, Inc.
Domilise’s Po-Boys
Domino’s Pizza
Downtown Fitness Centers
Duplantier Fine Framing LLC
Embassy Suites Hotel New Orleans
Embodyment Salon & Spa
Frames Inc.
Franky & Johnny’s Restaurant
Friend and Co Fine Jewelers
Friends of the Cabildo, Inc.
Gallery Burguieres
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Grace House
Gym-Matrix Uptown
Haunted History Tours

Herbsaint Restaurant
Hollywood Casino
Hotel Monteleone
Jefferson Performing Arts Society
Jimmy Johns Restaurant
Johnny’s Po-Boys
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Laurent’s Meat Market
Lemieux Galleries
Liberty’s Kitchen
Louisiana Children’s Museum
Louisiana Cookin’ Magazine
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen French Quarter
Mark Twain’s Pizza Landing
Marriott Hotel
National WWll Museum
New Orleans Ice Cream Company
New Orleans Paddlewheels Inc./Cajun-
Creole Queen
O’Henry’s Food & Spirits
Olive Branch Cafe
Paper Chase
Perlis Clothing Inc.
Please-U-Restaurant
Preservation Hall
Quarter Master Deli
Radosta Grocery
Rebirth Investments LLC
Refuel Cafe
Rock-N-Bowl
Rose Garden Center
Rotolo’s Pizza

Royal Sonesta Hotel
Saints & Angels Boutique
Sammy’s Food Service and Deli
Scriptura
Semolina Clearview
Sheraton New Orleans
Short Stop Po-Boys
Smilie’s Restaurant
Starbucks Coffee Company
Sun Ray Grill
Sweet Things & Grill
Tag’s Meat Market & Deli
The Center for Longevity & Wellness
The Columns Hotel
The Columns Hotel
The Garden Gates
The Old Coffee Pot Restaurant
The Prytania Theatre
Theo’s Neighborhood Pizza
Theresa’s Kitchen
Tony Mandina’s Restaurant
Trey Yuen Restaurant
Turnbull Cone Baking Company
Twisted Hair Salon
Vacherie
Windsor Court Hotel
Wits Inn Restaurant

Rockin’ Runner-up Heather Evans 
with Guillermo Gonzalez

Chet Pourciau, 2011 Cham-
pion and 2012 Judge
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Celebrity Waiters VI
From the Income Development 
Director

Bridge House / Grace House hosted 
Celebrity Waiters VI on Tuesday, No-
vember 13, 2012 at the Hyatt Regency 
New Orleans. 
This star stud-
ded luncheon 
was attended 
by an enthu-
siastic crowd 
of about 
200 people. 
Everyone 
enjoyed the 
delicious 
food and was 
“served” by 
an array of New Orleans celebrities.

Making sure the event went as sched-
uled was Bob Breck of Fox 8, who 
served as 
Master of 
Ceremonies. 
Mr. Breck did 
a masterful 
job of keep-
ing the event 
on track and 
entertaining 
the crowd.

Fox 8 was 
the media 
sponsor of Celebrity Waiters VI. Their 
promotion of this event was terrific, 
and it helped to get the message out 
to encourage sales.

Will Smith, of the New Orleans Saints, 
and his Where There’s a Will There’s 
a Way Foundation was the presenting 
sponsor. Mr. Smith and his lovely wife 
Racquel helped wait three tables at 
the event.

Helping our Celebrity Waiters were a 
group of 12 New Orleans Saints that 
also waited tables and collected tips 

Presenting Sponsor
Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way

Media Sponsor
Fox 8

Silver Sponsors
Aaron’s
Boh Brothers Construction
Chevron Corp.
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Crosby Tugs, Inc
Donum Dei Foundation
First NBC Bank
H. Rocker Electric
Jos. R. Labadot Inc
Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home & 
Cemeteries
Latter & Blum
McGlinchey Stafford
tigerdroppings.com
Waldemar S. Nelson and Company, 
Inc.
Westway Group, Inc.
Whitman Family Foundation

Bronze Sponsors
Mike Morris
Richard Vallon

for Bridge House / Grace House. After 
a victory over the Falcons, this was a 
great addition to our festive luncheon.   
Geaux Saints!

Providing entertainment at the event 
was our loyal 
friend Mike 
Morris who 
treated us to 
many songs 
and music on 
his saxophone. 
Eddie Gonzales 
served as DJ, 
and he played 
popular songs 
to keep the at-
tendees enter-

tained.

Celebrity Waiters VI was a success, 
raising much needed funds for our 

substance 
abuse treat-
ment program. 
Bridge House 
/ Grace House 
appreciates all 
the efforts by all 
the volunteers 
that help make 
Celebrity Wait-
ers VI a really 
special event. 
We hope ev-

eryone will look forward to Celebrity 
Waiters VII in 2013.

Wayne Olivio 
wolivio@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7135

Sponsor Will Smith Addresses the Crowd

Bob Breck and Terrance Osborne

Charmaine Neville Poses with Cam Jordan 
and Mark Ingram



11                                                                                                                                    Bridge House / Grace House 

American Luxury Limousines
The Atchafalaya at Idlewild
Avenue Art
The Blues Jean Bar
Camille Barnes
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s Magic Sea-
soning Blends
Chris Owen’s Club
Delgado Community College
Derby Pottery
Gallery Burguieres
Chad Gennardo
Eddie Gonzales

Gordon’s of Metairie
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Marques Food Distribution
Napoleon House Bar & Cafe
National WWII Museum
New Orleans Athletic Club
New Orleans Museum of Art
Orient Expressed
Daniel Taylor
Villere’s Florist
Windsor Court Hotel
Ye Olde College Inn
Zatarain’s

In-Kind Donors

Curtis Baham
Morris Bart
Ally Burguieres
Jermon Bushrod
Keeshawn Carter
Jed Collins
Brian De La Puente
Roman Harper
Fred Hickman
Paul Hoolahan
Mark Ingram
Malcolm Jenkins
Cameron Jordan

Robbie Keen
Mike McKenzie
Lance Moore
Thomas Morestead
Charmaine Neville
Terrance Osborne
Bruce Peddie
Courtney Roby
Mark Slessinger
Will Smith
Jon Vilma
Danny Wimprine
John Young

Special Thanks to the Waiters

Several of the Celebrity Waiters Pose for the Camera

tients have been eligible for services 
under Medicaid.

Basically, our residents are at a 
greater risk for having STIs (in a state 
plagued by STIs) and they don’t have 
access to preventative health screen-
ings or treatment for infections be-
cause they don’t qualify for Medicaid 
and don’t have funds for treatment.

Our solution? Create a Women’s 
Health clinic within the treatment 
setting at Grace House Camp Street 
where Tulane Medical Students, under 
the supervision of Tulane Medical 
Faculty, will come once a week to that 
clinic to perform histories and physi-
cals, pelvic exams, pap smears, and 
provide medicine [including antibiot-
ics for sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs)] as needed.

Here’s why it’s perfect: Our patients 
get the integral health services that 
they need and aren’t getting else-
where, Tulane Medical students get 
practice performing these services and 
experience working with a sensitive 
population, and it happens within the 
treatment setting so that our residents 
don’t have to worry about how they will 
pay for treatment, or feel stigmatized 
by medical professionals who don’t 
understand the disease of addiction.

Now that we have heard heart break-
ing stories from our residents about 
their barriers to medical care (one 
patient couldn’t get treated for her 
syphilis for months), and come to an 
elegant solution, we won’t stop until 
it’s realized. We will continue to seek 
funding for this project, and will keep 
you posted about our progress.

Many thanks to Humana for compel-
ling us to dream big!

CLINIC continued from p. 6
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An Advocate for Recovery:
William Moyers Fore! Recovery 

Golf Tourna-
ment In Kind 
Donors 
Acme Oyster House
Banner Chevrolet
Bayou Oaks Driving Range
Beau Chene Country Club
Bienville House Hotel
Cafe Maspero
Carmel Inn and Suites
Community Coffee
Crescent Crown Distributing
Downtown Fitness Centers
Eddie Gonzales
Eiserloh Company
Fleur De Lis Event Rentals
Gattuso’s Restaurant
Bob Geneste
Hilton Garden Inn Convention Center
Hooter’s
Hotel Monteleone 
Hurricane BBQ & Seafood Co.
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Jos. A. Bank Clothiers
Kidsports Family Fun & Fitness
LA Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Le Pavillion Hotel
Louisiana Children’s Museum
Mr. Mudbug Catering / 12 Seasons
New Orleans Ballet Association
New Orleans Golf Event Management
NOLA Motorsports Park
NOLA Restaurant
Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office
Richard Vallon
Southern Electronics
Whitney Bank
Windsor Court Hotel
Zea’s

Special Thanks
William Moyers
The Goldring Family
Temple Sinai
The Green Fork
International Coffee Company

In late November, Bridge House / 
Grace House had the honor of hosting 
recovery expert William Moyers for a 
couple of days.  Although his trip was 
brief, the positive impact that he left 
will not soon be 
forgotten.  

Mr. Moyers has 
an intimate per-
sonal understand-
ing of the disease 
of addiction, 
years of profes-
sional expertise, 
and a passion for 
sharing his mes-
sage.   He is the 
New York Times 
bestselling author of Broken: My Story 
of Addiction and Redemption, and he 
currently serves at the vice-president 
of public affairs and community rela-
tions for Hazelden—a St. Paul, Min-
nesota based not-for-profit alcohol and 
drug addiction treatment center.

On the evening of Tuesday, November 
27th, Mr. Moyers shared his mes-
sage about addiction, treatment, and 
recovery at Temple Sinai.  The event 
was presented to the public by Bridge 
House / Grace House, and nearly 
250 people attended the lecture.  In 
his presentation to the general public, 
Mr. Moyers emphasized the fact that 
addiction is a treatable disease, much 
like diabetes or cancer.  Specifically 
he stressed the need for a cultural 
change away from the stigmatized 
view that society has towards ad-
diction, and he called for people in 
recovery to be “advocates for recov-
ery” by letting others know about their 
disease.  The eventual elimination 
of the stigma can have significant 

positive effects in the way that society 
approaches treatment for individuals 
addicted to substances.

The following day, Mr. Moyers made 
a special trip to Bridge House / Grace 

House’s Earhart 
location to speak 
to our clients.  As 
a person in recov-
ery, Mr. Moyers 
related his story 
to the audience.  
His message 
emphasized the 
fact that addiction 
is a life-threaten-
ing disease, but 
that the 12-steps 

provide a path to recovery.  Through 
personal experience and tragedy, 
Mr. Moyers highlighted the fact that 
individuals, especially those in recov-
ery, will encounter high points and low 
points in life; however, maintaining 
gratitude, living life on life’s terms, and 
taking the one-day-at-a-time approach 
are essential to sober living.

Bridge House / Grace House is grate-
ful for Mr. Moyers visit to New Orleans, 
and especially for his continued advo-
cacy for those seeking and currently in 
recovery.

Kevin Gardere with William Moyers
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Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament
From the Assistant Income Devel-
opment Director

Although it was a wet and rainy day, 
over 140 golfers came out to 
support the 2012 Fore! Recov-
ery Golf Tournament at English 
Turn Golf & Country Club on 
Friday, September 28, 2012.  

A round of golf on a top-notch 
course is certainly a draw 
for our participants, but we 
didn’t stop there.  Food, now 
a signature of the tournament, 
was bountiful with Acme Oyster 
House, Eiserloh Company, 
Hooter’s, Hurricane BBQ & Seafood, 
Mr. Mudbug Catering, and NOLA Res-
taurant out on the course.  Rain did 

not dampen spirits as Eddie Gonzales 
provided music to keep everyone in a 
festive mood.  Once again, the tourna-
ment had great raffle prizes including: 
a plasma tv, suite tickets for a Hornets 
game, and two packages fea-
turing golf apparel and restau-
rant gift cards.

Despite a brief rain delay, 
several golfers did not wavier 
in their pursuit of a champion-
ship trophy.  Bart Dornier, Jody 
Guilbeau, Mark Heller, and 
Edmund Mauer took home the 
first place trophy with a 55 (17 
under par).

Thank you to all that supported the 
Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament.  It 
was a successful event that raised 

much needed funds to support our 
substance abuse treatment program at 

Bridge House / Grace House.  
We especially thank our Fore! 
Recovery Golf Tournament 
Committee, led by Bill Mimeles, 
for their hard work in making 
this year’s event a success.  
We also had several great 
volunteers that supported us on 
the day of the event.

Mark your calendars for the 
2013 Fore! Recovery Golf 
Tournament on Friday, Septem-
ber 27, 2013 at English Turn 

Golf & Country Club with a tee-time of 
12:30PM!

Joe Pitman 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Golfers Take a Photo Break

Bill Mimeles Addresses the Crowd

Lunch Sponsor
Chevron North America

Practice Area Sponsor
Boh Brothers Construction

19th Hole Sponsors
Aaron’s
Evans Landscaping

Million Dollar Hole-In-One Sponsor
LUXE Limousines

Recovery Sponsors
ADG Wealth Management Group LLC
anonymous
Eiserloh Company
Entergy
Fifth District Savings Bank
Fore! Kids Foundation, Inc.
Helm Paint & Decorating
Krewe of Tucks
Gayle Jones
Jos. R. Labadot Inc
Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home & 
Cemeteries
LCDC-Invirex
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Pel Hughes
Petroleum Laboratories, Inc.
River Parish Disposal
Trapp Cadillac Chevrolet
tigerdroppings.com
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Waldemar S. Nelson and Company, 
Inc.
Whitman Family Foundation
WJS Enterprises, Inc.

Beverage Cart Sponsor
Crucial, Inc.

Golfers Navigate the Course
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Brune
Clyde F. Babylon
Maria Kay Chetta
Kathleen Guraudy
Wayne Olivio and Ray Rockwell
James Brewer Jr.
Robert Broussard
Judy Steinhouse
Judith Whann
Isabel O. Mann
Dennis E. Lemoine
James T. Smith
Sandra B. James
Kenneth J. Ward
Chadwick Pellerin
Dee A. Sullivan
Patricia M. Huttner
Jeannette Williams
Rufus C. Harris II
Crystal B. Baer
Robert Van Cracken
H. Dupuy Inc.
Michael B. Reilly

Esmond Phelps II
Barbara Peters
Anne N. Cutrer
Nelda Runyun
Gawain W. Dupree
Mrs Paula L. Mayer
Marcelyn L. Pick
Anne Fitzhugh
Salvadore T. Mule
Paulette Mauterer    
Karen G. Selenberg
Andrew K. Pedersen
Lori R. Poche’
Micheal J. Valenti
Robert D. Downing
Anthony Hayers
Paul Vance
Ronna Harris
Thomas A. Greve
Kayline Gipson
Else Pedersen
Mr. and Mrs. James Perkins
S.A. Millet, Jr.

Tree of Recovery Donors
*as of 12/3/2012

Tree of Recovery: In Honor of
Mr. Stephen E. Peterson
Ms. Shelly A. Kendall
Ms. Irene R. Chetta
Ms. Claire J. Moyer
Mr. Neil Hoolahan
Mrs. Mary C. Williams Brewer
Mr. John Troy Moore
Mr. Timmy Simons
Mr. Scott Duric
Mrs. Paula Murphy

Mr. Bruce Borrello
Ms. Irene Lemoine
Mr. John Bladsacker
Mr. Scott H.
Mr. Troy Schmolke
Ms. Michelle R. Dupuy
Mr. Brian Peters
Mr. E. Decker
Mr. John Isleib
Ms. Lauren Selenberg

Mrs. Hazel Reis
Mr. Joseph R. Valenti
Mr. Charles Rounsaville
Mr. Marshall Gautreau
William E. Greve
Michelle Gipson
Paul Pedersen
Randolph Perkins

The Tree of Recovery is an event in 
which names of honorees are placed 
on an ornament and hung on a special 
tree located at the Lakeside Shopping 
Center. The event features the Bridge 
House and Grace House choirs, 
WDSU-TV’s Norman Robinson as the 
emcee, light refreshments, and the 
reading of the names.

This year’s event took place on Friday, 
December 7th at 11AM, and we sin-
cerely appreciate those that helped to 
make it special.
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For more information on any upcoming event contact: Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 or
wolivio@bridgehouse.org or visit www.bridgehouse.org/events

Upcoming Events

18th Annual Women of Substance
Friday, May 10, 2013
Audubon Tea Room
11AM-2PM

Silent Auction, Raffle, and Special Honorees at the luncheon
Individual Reservation $90, Table of Ten $900

Cochon Cotillion XVII
Saturday, April 13, 2013

Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World (Eastbank)
7-11PM

Tickets $100, Sponsorship Levels begin at $1,500
The Krewe of Pork and Beads present the first Mardi Gras 

Ball of the 2014 season. This year’s royalty includes King Mi-
chael Hecht and Queen Racquel Smith. The Cochon Cotillion 

is a wonderful party with food complements of many of New 
Orleans finest restaurants, a complimentary bar, silent auc-
tion, raffle, music by ELS, and dancing. Costume and tacky 

attire is requested.

4th Annual Recycled Fashion Show
Friday, March 1, 2013
Generations Hall
7-10PM
Silent Auction, Raffle, Food
Tickets $25 in advance, $40 VIP (special viewing area)

A fashion show featuring clothing from the Bridge House 
Thrift Store that have been “tweaked” by local designers into 
fashionable outfits.
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The mission of Bridge House / Grace House is 
to provide gender specific treatment to men and 
women who have become dependent on alcohol 
or drugs so that they may lead sober and produc-
tive lives.

Long-term residential services are offered in an 
atmosphere that promotes dignity, honor and 
respect. These services are offered regardless of 
one’s ability to pay.
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