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Chief  Executive Officer

 Else Pedersen-Wasson

A Message from the CEO
Else Pedersen- Wasson 
MBA, LAC

First and foremost we want to 
thank all of you for the great 
support we have experienced 
in coping with the loss of 
Buzzy Gaiennie. Buzzy led 
Bridge House from 1984 until 
this past August. We continue 
to feel his infl uence and pres-
ence in our daily work. It is my 
great honor to be named by 
our Board of Directors as the 
new Chief Executive Offi cer of Bridge 
House Corporation. We will pay tribute 
to the memory of Buzzy by carrying on 
the important work of Bridge House / 
Grace House. The mission of Bridge 
House / Grace House is to provide 
gender specifi c treatment to men and 
women who have become dependent 
on alcohol or drugs so that they may 
lead sober and productive lives. Long-
term residential services are offered in 

an atmosphere that pro-
motes dignity, honor and 
respect. These services 
are offered regardless of 
one’s ability to pay. This 
is the mission that Buzzy 
dedicated his life to. We 
ask for your support to 
continue fulfi lling this 
mission.   

Supporters like you offer 
unlimited opportunity to 
those who are shrugged 

off and condemned by many. 

The individuals who come to Bridge 
House for services are perhaps some 
of the most troubled and confused 
people in all of society. Their disease 
of addiction is often misinterpreted, 
misunderstood and dismissed as a 
lack of moral fortitude. We know our 
residents in quite a different way. We 
know that no one would choose to be 

an alcoholic or a drug addict. 
We know that the emotional 
toll that the disease takes is 
immeasurable. It is very chal-
lenging to be a participant in 
our programs. Sure, we make 
it as easy as we can to enter 
treatment, but we would not 
want to minimize the act of 
entering treatment. That in 
and of itself is an admission 

By The Numbers   Jan1- Sept 30, 2011

Calls for Help: 8446

Daily Capacity: 215
These numbers refl ect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

Residents Refl ect 
on the Holidays
My feelings are mixed about being in 
Grace House for the holidays. I will miss 
out with spending time with my 15yr. 
old daughter most, but actually the last 
couple of Christmases I was miserable 
and going through withdrawals at home 
and alone. This will be the fi rst year in 
almost 8-9 years that I will be clean and 
sober, so being away from my family for 
these holidays is actually worth the sacri-
fi ce.  Lela L. 

Although Bridge House is not my perma-
nent residence, I have never felt so at 
home, in the spirit of giving, as I do this 
Holiday Season.  Pat. T.

It probably sounds strange, but I am ac-
tually very grateful to be in Grace House 
for the holidays. I have spent the last few 
Christmas’s in detox or isolating from my 
family. There isn’t much to celebrate in 
active addiction. This year I have nothing 
to hide from my loved ones and a lot to 
celebrate. I’m looking forward to experi-
encing the holidays with a clear mind and 
a clean conscience for the fi rst time in a 
long time.  Abi N.

The holidays bring on a lot of hurt to me 
because of not being with my family. 
The feelings of true love I feel for them 
are real for once in my life now and not 
diluted by alcohol.  Bridge House has 
given my life back to me and to live it 
clean and sober allowing me to be with 

see Refl ections on page 4see CEO on page 3
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Major Gifts
Kevin Gardere
Director of Major Gifts

Thanks to your loyal support 
we have been able to increase 
our capacity to 215 people be-
ing helped everyday at Bridge 
House / Grace House.  While 
expanding, we have also been 
able to maintain the quality 
treatment that has saved thou-
sands of lives in our community.  
We could not have done this without 
your support.  77% of our operating 
budget comes from your donations.  
30 % comes from your monetary 
donations, 24% comes from your 
donations to our thrift store, and 20% 
comes from your donation of vehicles.   

46 of our 193 residential treatment 
beds are partially funded through 
our city, state, and federal contracts.  
Because of your support we are offer-
ing services to many more individuals 
(beyond the scope of our contracted 
beds) who have a sincere desire to 

change.  There 
is no great 
challenge for 
us in fi lling 
our beds. We 
receive over 
1,200 phone 
calls a month 
from individuals 
requesting our 
services.

Bridge House/ Grace House simply 
would not exist without your help.  
We, in turn, provide a vital community 
service that positively affects some 
of the major problems of the metro 
area such as crime, healthcare, and 
parenting just to name a few.  2011 
has been another successful year for 
Bridge House / Grace House, and in 
our fundraising efforts.

We realize that 2012 will bring some 
new challenges.  Some of our major 
pledges for our expansion funds will 
be fulfi lled at the end of 2011.  Our op-

erating expenses will continue to rise 
primarily due to our increased capac-
ity, but with your continued commit-

ment to Bridge House/Grace House, 
we will continue to provide substance 
abuse services to the homeless, 
indigent, uninsured, and unemployed 

individuals of our community. 
Your continued support of 
Bridge House / Grace House 
is deeply appreciated, and it 
is helping us save lives.

If you would like to fi nd out 
more about our programs 
and perhaps take a tour of 
our new building or one of 
our other facilities, please 
contact me at (504)821-7133 
or kevin@bridgehouse.org. 
Thanks again, and Happy 
Holidays.

kgardere@bridgehouse.org

504.821.7133

Kevin Gardere

Your donations to our thrift stores, your donations to our used car lot, and your cash donations 
sustain us.  

Bridge House / Grace House would not exist without your support.

Calling 
all alumni

If you are a former 
resident of Bridge 
House / Grace House 
and would like to 
submit your journey to 
sobriety to our news-
letter, please call 

Peter Webb 
504-821-7144
pwebb@bridgehouse.org
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The Buzz
During this season we remember 
Buzzy Gaiennie with one of his past 
holiday columns of The Buzz.  We 
cherish his life and continue to fulfi ll 
his vision for Bridge House / Grace 
House. 

It’s cold here today.  For the past 
several evenings, the city has de-
clared a freeze night.  The homeless 
huddle close together to share their 
bodily warmth when they can fi nd no 
place to stay.  Many local homeless 
shelters open their doors on these 
cold nights and provide food and a 
warm place to sleep for the night.  
No one is turned away.  Much is the 
same here at Bridge House, where 
we open our doors to those seeking 
treatment for their addictions.  

Many years ago, a man and his wife 
had left their home and found them-
selves in a small town as the night 
approached.  They, too, could fi nd 
no inn which would provide them 
shelter.  The woman was pregnant, 
and her husband knew she should 
not stay the night in the open.  He 
found an animal stall in the little 
town where they were allowed to 
stay; and there in a manger, noth-
ing more than a hay-fi lled feeding 
trough, the woman laid the child to 
whom she had just given birth.  Per-
haps the animals in the stall shared 
their warmth with the family, and all 
kept warm.

Just as the people of that small 

of defeat – the recovery expression is 
“sick and tired of being sick and tired”. 
Walking through the doors is an act 
of desperation but it is also an act of 
immense courage. The resolve one 
has walking in the door must then take 
on the principles of perseverance and 
vigilance to remain in treatment. The 
journey only begins with the discontin-
ued use of mood altering substances. 
The alcoholic or addict will no longer 
be able to use drugs or alcohol to 
deal with life – past life, present life or 
future life. The good news is that with 
this resolve to recover, day by day it 
can be done. We offer acceptance and 
love to those who have been lost in 
their addiction and consequently lost 

to society, their friends and their fami-
lies. Our residents have everything to 
gain and everything to lose. It is an 
odd contradiction, but that is just one 
of the many paradoxes of recovery.  

We too can get caught up in the day 
to day busy routine. But at this time 
of the year we really must pause and 
realize that we have an environment 
that has an amazing effect on the indi-
viduals that we are here to serve. This 
environment is created with our staff, 
our supporters and our communities of 
residents. 

It really boils down to this: that all 
life is interrelated. We are all caught 
in an inescapable network of mutu-
ality, tied into a single garment of 
destiny. 

In a Christmas Eve sermon delivered 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1967 

This is a beautiful place. We are wit-
nesses to small and large miracles 
every day. 

The Bridge House / Grace House 
family offer you and your family warm 
wishes for a great season of peace 
and gratitude for our many blessings. 
Thank you for your continued support 
of Bridge House / Grace House. We, 
along with you, are parts of this net-
work of mutuality and together we are 
tied into a single garment of destiny. 

It enhances all of our lives beyond 
measure.   

epedersen@bridgehouse.org

504.821.7122

CEO from p. 1

town did not know at the time who it 
was that had been born that night in 
the stable, we at Bridge House do not 
know who comes to our doors seeking 
help.  We do know, however, that we 
are all, as the stable child many years 
ago, children of God.

They were all babies once, gurgling 
with joy as someone fed them, clean 
sheets on which their life’s story would 
be written.  What could have hap-
pened to bring them now to our doors?  
All the great books in all the libraries 
of the world cannot fully answer that 
question, but Bridge House’s mission 
is to serve all we can without judg-
ing them.  Many times, they will enter 
Bridge House for treatment, and a 
year later, will walk out as a new per-

see BUZZ on page 10



my family in the future holidays. They 
will have their son, brother, and nephew 
back that they once knew and I will 
have the freedom to love again and to 
live the life God has for me.  Kevin L.

As family oriented as I am, living at 
Grace House during this time of the 
year makes me home sick. However, 
during my recovery, the ladies here at 
Grace House have become my family, 
and for that, I’m grateful. Grace House 
is my home this year. Tricia A. 

Being at Bridge House during the Holi-
days gives me an opportunity to be part 
of something bigger than me. Trace T. 

Early into my second attempt at sus-
tained sobriety, I am looking forward 
to the coming holidays. Experiencing 
Thanksgiving and Christmas sober 
and in a safe environment allows me 
to refl ect on past memories in which I 
shared these times with my family, and 
also gives me hope for a better future, 
contingent upon my commitment to 
change. Voracious eating, fraternity, 
and relaxation are all things I look 
forward to during the holidays, and I will 
be more appreciative than ever to enjoy 
them. 
Randolph P.
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ey Family Systems
Bridge House Clinical Corner

A family system functions as a unit 
and each member of the family 
plays a unique and critical role in the 
system. The behavior of any family 
member affects all of the other family 
members in some way. One member 
of the family system cannot change 
without that change affecting all of 
the other members of the family. 
In a previous newsletter the role of 
families in the Intervention process 
was discussed. There is a parallel 
process when the family as a unit be-
comes “sick and tired” of being “sick 
and tired.”  The identifi ed patient 
experiences the same despair as 
he/she moves through the stages of 
change. The stages go from thinking 
about getting some help with the dis-
ease of addiction (Pre-contemplative 
Stage) to actually getting the neces-
sary help in treatment (Action Stage). 
The family or the individual with the 
addictive disorder might be the fi rst 
to say enough is enough. Change is 
always challenging but at a point it 
is harder to imagine one more day 
of pain than to face the fear of ask-
ing for, and receiving help. Denial 
is always present in some shape or 
form for the individual as well as for 
the family system. If the individual or 
the family gets professional and/or 
recovery support help in dealing with 
the addictive disorder there will be 
positive change.

At the most basic level, families need 
to be about the survival and growth 
of all of the family members.  The 
family needs to provide for the emo-
tional and developmental needs of 
family members, teaching and mod-
eling coping behaviors. Research 

indicates self-esteem originates in 
the family and the family is the major 
source of socialization for all indi-
viduals. Most families are to some 
degree dysfunctional but they work. 
The healthy family exhibits a number 
of traits that help with supporting 
positive growth. The style is open 
in that concerns are appropriately 
shared. There are not a lot of secrets 
and family members are not afraid to 
discuss things that happen with peo-
ple outside of the family unit. Author-
ity in the family is shared between 
spouses or adult partners and the 
boundaries are clear and strong. Par-
enting in a healthy family is fi rm but 
fair and discipline is age appropriate 
and based on creating insight with 
consequences for behavior. Feelings 
in a healthy family are shared and 
worked through as necessary. The 
communication is as clear, open, 
and honest as possible. There is 
structure and predictability with time 
management but enough fl exibility to 
allow for comfort with changes in the 
schedule. The healthy family is about 
a set of ethical principles and doing 
the next right thing. It is interest-
ing that looking at a healthy family 
system is a parallel process to the 
growth of an individual in recovery. 
Families could explore how the gifts 
of Twelve Step Recovery can move a 
family system toward happy, joyous, 
and free feelings. Family recovery is 
available through Al-Anon.    

Jo E. Cohen, LPC, LMFT, LAC, 
CCS
Bridge House Clinical Director
504-821-7286
JCohen@bridgehouse.org

A Grateful Parent
Just a quick note to let you know 
that we deeply appreciate all of 
the help you have extended to 
our son...he is a good man with 
a big problem that Mom and Dad 
can’t fi x. It is because of the dedi-
cation of people like yourself that 
gives families like ours, HOPE.

Thank You and Bridge House for 
coming to his rescue. 

REFLECTIONS from p. 1
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Benefi ts of a Working Recovery
Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
Grace House Executive Director

During this holiday season I have 
spent much time refl ecting over my 
past eight years at Grace House. 
When I joined Grace House in 2003 
I immediately saw the overwhelming 
need in the Greater New Orleans 
area for more residential substance 
abuse treatment beds for women who 
do not have the ability to pay. Grace 
House has grown and expanded over 
the last two years to attempt to meet 
this need. This has always been a 
dream of mine and many others who 
supported the expansion. 

Grace House started with 25 
residential substance abuse treatment 
beds at our 1401 Delachaise location 
and we continue to operate this 
program. We now have 45 additional 
beds for women at our 1160 Camp 
Street location. Our 70 substance 
abuse treatment beds stay full and we 
always operate with a waiting list. 

Grace House provides a therapeutic 
environment for women to gain the 
life skills they need to live a sober and 
productive life. This does not happen 
over a short period of time and that is 
why our program provides long term 
residential substance abuse treatment 
from three months to one year. The 
length of treatment is based on the 
unique needs of each client. 
Our clients come from all 
socioeconomic groups with the 
majority having lost everything to the 

disease of 
addiction. 
Many of the 
individuals 
that come to 
us have been 
so consumed 
by their 
addiction that 
they have lost 
their family, 
the ability to 
maintain a 
job, housing and the basic ability to 
care for themselves. 

While living at Grace House 
clients go through a very intensive 
structured program focusing on the 
best practices of substance abuse 
treatment in addition to our Working 
Recovery program. The Working 
Recovery program teaches our clients 
the skills they will need to get and 
maintain a job. Each Grace House 
client is assigned a therapeutic job to 
help them work on their employment 
skills. Therapeutic jobs include 
working at the Bridge House Thrift 
Stores, Bridge House Used Car Lot, 
computer department, business offi ce, 
fundraising department, kitchen, 
housekeeping and receptionist. 
Individuals who have not worked 
in years are given the opportunity 
to work with a job supervisor and a 
vocational counselor as they gain and 
improve their job skills. 

We consider the Working Recovery 

see Benefi ts on page 6

Reconnecting 
Families
From an Alumna

I am a 30 year old single mother and 
am an active part of my son’s life 
now thanks to Grace House. When I 
walked in the doors of Grace House 
I didn’t think recovery was possible. 
I had just spent time in jail for heroin 
possession, got out and wanted to 
change but I didn’t know how. My 
brother completed Bridge House and 
after some convincing, I decided to 
go to treatment myself.  The staff was 
friendly, professional, and most of all 
I felt like they genuinely cared about 
me. I completed Grace House on De-
cember 13, 2010. I am in the Perma-
nent Housing Program which makes it 
possible to be an active parent in my 
son’s life. In my addiction I would have 
never thought any of these changes 
would be possible. Grace House 
taught me life skills, boundaries, and 
how to use them. I wish every addict 
had the honesty, open-mindedness 
and willingness to do this program. It 
is worth it!                         Amy L.

Want a tax deduction? 
Got an old car? 

Donate your car today!
Call 504-598-3355

Michelle Gaiennie 
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component of the program just as 
important as the substance abuse 
counseling. Our hope is to give 
our clients the skills to maintain 
sobriety, employment, housing, a 
support system and reunite with 
their families. The majority of our 
clients that complete the program 
meet these goals. Upon completion 
of the Grace House program we 
highly encourage all alumni to attend 
our weekly aftercare program and 
incorporate the 12 Step program 
of Alcoholic Anonymous and/or 
Narcotics Anonymous into their 
daily lives. This ongoing support 
is so important because recovery 
from alcohol and drug addiction is a 
process that individuals need to work 
on throughout their life, it is much 
more than completing a program. 

Wishing everyone a Happy 
Holiday fi lled with much joy. 

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11

BENEFITS... continued from p. 5

Domestic Violence & Substance 
Abuse
Grace House Clinical Corner

1 in 4 women has experienced 
domestic violence in her lifetime. Be-
tween 600,000 and 6 million women 
are victims of domestic violence each 
year. Women ages 20-24 are at the 
greatest risk of nonfatal intimate part-
ner violence.  

According to the National Coalition of 
Domestic Violence (NCADV), do-
mestic violence victims are 15 times 
more prone to abuse alcohol and 9 
times more likely to abuse drugs than 
those who have not been abused. 
The NCADV also indicated that 36% 
of women who had been abused also 
dealt with substance abuse issues.  It 
is believed that 80% of domestic 
violence cases are connect-
ed in some way to substance 
abuse. This can set the stage for 
children to enter the cycle of abuse 
and violence as adults themselves.

For women who abuse drugs or alco-
hol, the risk may be higher for expe-
riencing domestic violence because 
the substances can impair her ability 
to make a decision to leave during 
an episode or to seek help. Some 
women may be more likely to turn 
to alcohol to manage the emotional 
or physical pain of being a victim of 
domestic violence.

Offering individualized, gender 
specifi c treatment at Grace House 
allows us to address the overwhelm-
ing trend of domestic violence in our 
Seeking Safety and Intimate Relation-
ships groups that are offered weekly. 
Some of the topics discussed in these 
groups are: PTSD, Safety, healthy vs. 
unhealthy relationships, honesty, ask-
ing for help, healing from anger, when 
substances control you, and recovery 

thinking, among many others.

Jennifer Gros MS, CI 
Grace House Clinical Director
504-899-2423 ext 14
jgros@gracehouseneworleans.org 

The Gift of Life
From a current resident

I am a 42 year old Latina woman. I 
was born in El Salvador in June of 
1969. My father is an alcoholic which I 
thought I would never become myself.

I have been drinking on and off of over 
two decades. I’ve managed to 
gather a few years of sobriety 
here and there. During my 
last relapse I lost everything 
including my soul. I came to 
Grace House without much 
hope. I not only learned to stop 
drinking, but learned to live in 
sobriety, to love myself, to get 
to know myself, and more than 
anything, to have a relationship 
with God. 

Grace House gave me the gift of life. 
Where else do you have the luxury 
to work on yourself day in a day out 
with guidance and support? I came 
to Grace House broken and now I am 
whole. I came lost and now I have a 
path. I came to Grace House to stop 
being miserable and now I love life!                
Karina

The Parents Toll-
Free Helpline

is a new bilingual helpline for parents 
and caregivers of teens who are 
struggling with addiction. The per-
son on the other end of the line is a 
social worker who has experience in 
working with youth substance abuse. 
They are there to provide advice, 
resources and a plan.  Sponsored by 
the Partnership at Drugfree.org, The 
helpline is staffed Mon.- Fri.10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.   

   1-855-378-4373

Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 
Low Prices, Unique Products, 
Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Drive
NOLA 70130    Metairie 70003                                
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a pickup call 504-525-3130



07                                                                                                                                     Bridge House / Grace House

Over 800 people attended for an eve-
ning of food, entertainment, auction, 
and of course, the bizarre Mr. Legs XI 
spectacle.  The event 
celebrated its 11th 
anniversary on July 
16, 2011 at Gen-
erations Hall in the 
Warehouse District of 
New Orleans.
At the conclusion of 
the evening, Mr. Legs 
XI was most defi nitely 
a philanthropic suc-
cess, and it helped 
Bridge House / Grace 
House continue its 
mission of rebuilding 
the lives of those who suffer from the 
disease of addiction.
The contestants assisted us in raising 
money through their participation in a 
runway exposition that was side-split-
tingly entertaning.
This year’s pageant presented a col-
lection of fi gures of popular culture, 
including Cher, Pee Wee Herman, 
Prince, Vanilla Ice, “The Most Inter-
esting Man in the World,” and Rep. 
Anthony Weiner, among others. But the 
winner of the title of Mr. Legs XI was 
Roberto Espinoza as the hot and spicy 
Mr. Tabasco.  He raised over $3,000 for 
Bridge House / Grace House to win the 
competition.  
Other winners included: Skinniest 
Legs-Hunter Gardner, Hairiest Legs-
Jonathan Porter, Pigmentally Chal-
lenged Legs-Landon Tucker, Sexiest 
Legs-Jay Grisoli, and Best Costume-
Steve Carnes as “Snookie.”
The raffl e prize of seven days and 
nights at any Marriott Hotel worldwide 
was won by Adam Itrincevich, and 
there were numerous auction winners 
whose bids added to the event’s fund-

raising success.
We greatly appreciate the service of 
all our volunteers. WWL-TV personali-

ties Laura Buchtel and Mike 
Hoss emceed the event, and 
the panel of judges included 
Becky Allen, Jodi Borello, 
Trash, and Spud McConnell. 
The H.G. Breland Band rocked 
the pre-contest festivities, and 
still more entertainment was 
provided by the Muff-o-Lottas, 
the Rolling Elvi, and the 610 
Stompers.  We are so grate-
ful to all the sponsors, donors, 
individual volunteers, and the 
contestants themselves, all of 
whom truly made this another 

great success.

Mr. Legs XI

Mr. Legs Contestants on stage at Generations Hall

Mr. Legs 2011 
Roberto Espinoza

Cafe Rani
Canine Connection
Canine Culture
Carol Robinson Gallery
Carrollton Flower Market
Carrollton Jewelry Shop
Casell Gallery
Center for Longevity & Wellness
Central Grocery Store
Chamain O’Mahony
Chatta Box Boutique

Chet Pourciau Designs
Chris Owen’s Club
Christian Street Furniture
Cigar Factory New Orleans
Clancy’s Restaurant
Cochon Restaurant
Coleman E. Adler & Sons, Inc.
Come Back Inn
Comeaux Furniture Offi ce
Contemporary Arts Center
Cookie By Design/The Original Cookie Bouquet

In Kind Donors (Continued)

SILVER
Postlethwaite and Netterville, APAC
Xerox
Old.New.Blue
H.G. Breland Band

 BRONZE
Richard Vallon
Alford Advertising
Gerald Christopher
Abita Brewing Company
Uptown Audio
Winn-Dixie
King Krebs and Jurgens

Patricia A. Krebs is responsible for 
this advertisement

Harrah’s New Orleans
Crosby Tugs
Elmwood Self Storage

PARTNERS
Marino Criminal Law
Faber Awards
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Rockin with the NOLA Stars turned 
out to be a fun and fantastic event and 
a huge success for Bridge House /
Grace House!  The silent auction kept 
the 500+ guests bidding throughout 
the night and tons of food from over 
40 restaurants kept them full.  The HG 
Breland Band got the crowd started 
into a dancing mood for the main 
event: seven different local celebrities 
paired with professional dancers com-
peting for the number one spot.  The 
crowd cheered them on and was able 
to join in the fun when David Sepul-
veda led the crowds in a demonstra-
tion of “The Wobble”.  Chet Pourciau 
was crowned this year’s “Rockin’ with 
the NOLA Stars Champion” and also 
received the Judge’s Choice award, 
while President of the Bridge House /
Grace House Board of Directors, Sha-
ronda Williams, won the Audience’s 
Choice Award. Bridge House / Grace 

House thanks all the dancers, Na-
thalie G. Adams and Dance Quarter 
for their professional dance instruc-
tion, Bruce Katz of WGNO TV our 
great MC, and the juges: Mickey Loo-
mis, Mickey Parenton, Cecile Tebo, Al 
Copeland, Jr., and Joe Helm.

Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars

In Kind Donors 
Mr. Legs, Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars & Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament

A L Lowe Picture Frames
A Positive Touch Therapeutic Massage
A Storage Inn # 10
Acme Corporate Offi ce
Acupuncture Wellness Center
Aidan Gill for Men
Alex Mena Furniture Design
All Wired Up

Alpine Restaurant
American Luxury Limousines
Ann Koerner
Annadele’s Plantation
Apple Computers Inc.
Art by Martin
Arthur Roger Gallery
Atchafalaya Restaurant

Chet Pourciau & Dance Partner 
Janis Hornsby

PLATINUM
Dance Quarter

SILVER
Shell New Orleans Federal Credit Union 
The HG Breland Band
Artist, Terrence Osborne
Harrah’s New Orleans 
Event Rental
Center Staging

 BRONZE
Richard Vallon
Abita Brewing Company 
Delgado 
Philip Nizialek
Treasure Chest Casino

 PARTNER
Dennis Lambert
Winn Dixie
Curtis Hart Holdings, LLC
Deborah Moench
Coldwell Banker TEC. Realtors
Rachelle Defi llo
Mr. and Mrs. David Paysse
Frank Roccaforte, Edward Jones Rep.

Rockin’ Stars: Chriss Knight, Triness Kuhn, Martin Marino, Nell Nolan, Chet Pourciau, and Sharonda 
Williams (not pictured: David Sepulveda) with their dance partners with Emcee Bruce Katz, WGNO-TV

Audubon Nature Institute
Badeaux Concrete Designs
Banana Republic
Bayou Belts
Beau Chene Country Club
Beau Rivage Resort & Casino
Belladonna Day Spa
Belle Vista Salon & Spa
Bienville House Hotel
Black Lotus Designs
Blue Dot Donuts

Blue Frog Chocolates
Body Bistro Spa & 
Salon
Boo Koo BarBQ
Boswell’s Jamaican 
Grill
Buffalo Exchange
Cafe Beignet
Cafe Degas
Cafe Etienne
Cafe Maspero
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The UPS Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament was 
another great success for Bridge House / Grace 
House. A perfect day of golf was enjoyed by all 
participants and sponsors on Monday October 
10, 2011 at English Turn Golf and County Club. 
An excellent luncheon was provided in the 
Clubhouse by Eiserloh and additional superb 
food was hosted out on the golf course by Acme 
Oyster House, Hooters and Delmonico’s. Did 
anyone win the $1 Million Dollar Hole-In-One 
Contest? No, but it was very, VERY, CLOSE! 
One of our players gently bounced a ball 
juuuuuuuust over the cup!

Other highlights of the day included the fl at 
screen TV raffl e, and the highly 
competitive Ipad Putting Contest. 
Everyone had a wonderful time 
and our fund raising objectives 
were met; all through the spirit 
Fore! Recovery

Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament

Bill Mimeles & winning foursome: Mark 
Heller, Bart Dornier, Damien 

Serauskas, and Craig Trahan, Jr.

UPS Representatives present a check for $25,000 to Else Pedersen-Wasson 
from Bridge House / Grace House

 PRESENTING SPONSOR
UPS

LUNCH SPONSOR
Chevron

RECOVERY SPONSORS
Acme Oyster House
American Solutions for Business
Andrews Sport, Inc.
Anonymous
Banner Chevrolet
DocuMart
Doctors Imaging Services
Eiserloh
Fore! Kids Foundation
Jesuit Fathers of Manresa
Gayle Jones
Optimist Club of the Westbank
Harry Redmon and Donald Wood
Regions Bank
Tigerdroppings.com
Winn-Dixie Stores

Copeland’s of New Orleans
Corky’s B-B-Q
Court of Two Sisters
Cowbell
Creative Images Photography
Creole Country Sausage Factory
Crescent City Cigar Shop
Crescent City Steak House
Curves Fitness for Women
Daisy Dukes
David Allen
Deane Retirement Strategies, 
Deanie’s Seafood
Delgado Community College Culinary Arts
Deluxe Sisters Taxi Service
Domilise’s Po-Boys
Dominique Giordano Jewelry
Douglas Alexander
Drago’s Lakeside Seafood, Inc

Driscoll Antiques, Restoration & Design
EAT New Orleans
Elmwood Fitness Center
Estate Treasures
Faber Awards
Fat Hen Grill
Fay F. Paysee
Federico’s Family Florist
Fleur D’Orleans
Friends of the Cabildo, Inc.
Gae-tana’s
Galactic Goods Cards&Comics
Gallagher’s Grill
Gallery Burguieres
Giclee Fine Arts
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Gray Line Tours
Harrah’s N.O. Casino & Hotel
Heather Elizabeth Designs
Hemline
Hilton Garden Inn Convention Center
Hoa Hong 9
Holiday Inn French Quarter
Hollywood Casino
Honey Baked Ham
Hooters Restaurant
Hurwitz Mintz Furniture Co.
Impastato’s Restaurant
Imperial Palace Casino Resort & Spa
Interior Designs, Inc.
Jacques-Imo Cafe, Inc.
Jamie Hayes Art Gallery
Jason Tullos

In Kind Donors 
(Continued)
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Jefferson Performing Arts 
Society
Jessa Mathews Jewelry 
Studio
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Joseph A. Bank Clothiers
Jung Golden Dragon
Kidsports Family Fun & 
Fitness
Kinetix Salon & Spa
Koz’s Restaurant
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
Kupcake Factory
La Madeleine

La Nuit Comedy 
Theater
La Petit Fleur
Lakeside Toyota
Lakeview Harbor 
Lamina Sterling
Le Pavillion Hotel
Liberty’s Kitchen
Lirette Selections
Los Sombreros
LA Children’s Museum
LA Cookin’ Magazine
Louisiana Philharmon-
ic Orchestra
LA Pizza Kitchen 
Uptown
LA State Museum
Lucky Ladle
Maison Dupuy Hotel

Maple Street Books
Maple Street Patisserie
Marriott Hotel
Martin Wine Cellar Store
Maurice French Pastries
Meauxbar Bistro
Meson 923
Meyer the Hatter,Ltd.
Michael V. Miceli
Michelle Girardin
Mike’s on the Avenue
Mimi
Miss Claudia’s Vintage 
Clothing & Costumes
Mon Coeur
Morton’s Seafood Restau-

rant
Mr. Ed’s Restaurant & 
Catering
Mr. Snowball Catering
Nacho Mamas
Naghi’s
Napoleon House Bar & 
Cafe
National WWll Museum
Neal Auction Co.
N.O. Ballet Association
N.O. Ice Cream Company
N.O. Museum Of Art
N.O. Opera Association
N.O. Saints
N.O. School of Cooking
N.O. Silversmiths
Nirvana
No Bull Barbecue
No Fleas Market
NOLA Rugs/Jacqueline 
Vance Rugs
NOLA Tattoo
Octavia Books
O’Henry’s Food & Spirits
One Restaurant & Lounge
Orient Expressed
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
Paper Chase
Parkway Bakery and 
Tavern
Patio Drugs
Perlis Clothing Inc.
Philip Lawrence
Phil’s Grill
Pigeon Caterers
Pippen Lane
Planet Beach
Praline Connection
Premier Fitness
Preservation Hall
Puglia’s Sporting Goods
Quarter Smith
Ralph Brennan Restaurant 
Group
Rayne Memorial United 
Methodist Church
Renaissance Publishing
Robert Guthrie at Gallery 

Rinard
Rock N Roll Cafe
Roly Poly
Rose Garden Center
Royal Sonesta Hotel
Sally Asher
Saltwater Grill
Santa Fe Tapas
Second Serve Tennis 
Center
Shop of the Two Sisters
Shutter Fish LLC
Smitty’s Seafood Restuar-
ant
Starbucks Coffee Com-
pany
Street Scene Gallery
Studio 504 Photography
Sutton Gallery
Suzette’s
SWEET - purveyors of 
petite treats, LLC
T Women’s Apparel
Terrance D. Osborne
The Bicycle Connection, 
Inc.
The Crabnet
The Garden Gates
The Lake House
The Round-Up
Tommy’s Flower Shop
Tony Mandina’s Restaurant
Torino Leather Co.
TPC--Louisiana
Tulane Summer Lyric 
Theatre
Tyger Gifts
Vacherie
Victoria
Villere’s Floral Shop
Voleo’s Seafood Restau-
rant
Weinstein’s Inc.
Wild Lotus Yoga
Windsor Court Hotel
Ye Olde College Inn
Yvonne LaFleur
Zea Rotisserie & Grill
Zeus Place

In Kind Donors (Continued)
son, free of their addiction and gainfully 
employed.

We serve homeless dinners to the com-
munity three times a year.  Our merger 
with Grace House, a women’s residential 
facility that mirrors the program of Bridge 
House, is now complete.  The mission of 
Bridge House continues to expand as we 
discover new needs within the commu-
nity, and as our funding allows.

No words can express the gratitude 
which I, our staff and residents feel 
toward the Bridge House supporters who 
have been 
so faithful in 
these try-
ing months 
since Ka-
trina.  Bridge 
House is 
being rebuilt 
as a more ef-
fective, more 
far-reaching 
institution.  
Our core 
mission, 
residential 
treatment for 
the addicted, 
is benefi tting 
from our new 
Therapeutic Community approach, and 
our outreach to our neighbors in need 
is reaching further than ever before.  I 
truly feel that there is nowhere on Earth 
more exciting or more rewarding to be 
than at Bridge House today.  I know that 
all of us, supporters, donors, staff and 
residents alike, are making an important 
difference in our world.  Please join us in 
this thrilling venture to serve those most 
in need.

I wish for everyone a wonderful new year 
fi lled with health, prosperity, love and, 
especially, with peace.

- Buzzy Gaiennie December 2006

BUZZ from p. 3
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!
Please consider making a donation to today. You may return the enclosed envelope, or mail to 

Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd

New Orleans, LA 70125

or visit our website at www.bridgehouse.org
$20 will pay for one individual to eat for one week

$60 will pay for recovery books and workbooks for one indivudal

$70 will pay for treatment for one individual for one day.

$500 will pay for one week of treatment for one individual. 

Upcoming Events

Recycled Fashion 
Show

Friday, February 3, 2012
Southport Hall
7:30PM

Tickets: $25
VIP :$40
Local Designers create runway fash-
ions from materials found at the Bridge 
House Thrift Stores. These items are 
auctioned off the night of the show

Cochon Cotillion
Saturday, April 14, 2012
Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World Eastbank
7pm-11pm
King Brian Batt & Queen Barbara Gaiennie
Tickets $100

Super Silent Auction, Indoor Parade, Open 
Bar, Food from New Orlean’s Finest Res-
taurants!

For more information on any 
upcoming event call: 

Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 

or visit 
www.bridgehouse.org/events
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Our primary goal is providing treatment and support to 
men and women suffering with alcohol or drug addiction 
in the south Louisiana region. We achieve good results by 
utilizing time-proven methods of gender-specifi c group and 
individual substance abuse counseling, rehabilitation and 
vocational training programs. Our primary strategic advan-
tage is derived from the many years of invaluable expertise 
and experience in our fi eld. We sustain our efforts through 
policies of strong fi scal management and by our ability to 
maintain the goodwill and support of many private individu-
als and government programs. We offer these services 
regardless of the ability to pay.
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