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Changing Times
Else Pedersen-Wasson 
MBA, LAC

Lately, the media has drawn 
a lot of attention to the cuts at 
the LSU Interim Hospital as it 
relates to mental health and 
substance abuse services. 
The news has not been good 
about the cuts in these ser-
vices, but what has not been 
reported is that the State of 
Louisiana has been under-
going major transition as it 
relates to mental health and addiction 
services. The fi rst step was to consoli-
date the Offi ce of Mental Health and 
the Offi ce of Addictive Disorders. This 
merger produced the Offi ce of Behav-
ioral Health. The next step was to con-
tract with a managed care organiza-
tion to administer the services offered 
by the Offi ce of Behavioral Health. As 
of March 1, Magellan Health Services 
has been contracted to administer the 

delivery of services for 
the Offi ce of Behavioral 
Health.  This is how the 
state will provide access 
to services for those with 
substance use disorders. 
For those who qualify, 
Medicaid will now be 
available to aid in the 
delivery of treatment. 
While some will qualify 
for these services, there 
will be many who will 
not. The State still has 

monies that will be available for the 
indigent clients, but these funds are 
quite limited. In order for an organiza-
tion to receive any reimbursement 
for services from the state, they must 
pre-authorize with Magellan. 
This is an enormous undertaking by 
the State. It is also a big challenge for 
Bridge House / Grace House. During 
the transitional phase it will be hard to 

predict if and/or how this will 
ultimately affect our funding. 
While we are moving forward 
to meet all requirements we 
face some genuine challenges. 
We are interacting with Magel-
lan and the State on a daily 
basis to assure that the level of 
our services is not negatively 
impacted and the continuity of 
our services remains strong. 

By The Numbers   Jan1- Jan 31, 2012

Calls for Help: 1,275

Daily Capacity: 215
These numbers refl ect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120
see CHANGING on page 2

I was tired of 
being sick and 
tired 
from a Grace House alumna

My name is Rambo. I am twenty six 
years old. I never thought I would live 
this long. I thought I was hopeless, 
that I was going to die using drugs. 
I had sold anything and everything 
I owned and was squatting in aban-
doned houses and trailers. My family 
didn’t want anything more to do with 
me and my only “friends” were drug 
dealers. After a long stretch of running 
in the streets, I was tired of being sick 
and tired. I looked up a detox program 
that would take me in. I didn’t know 
anything about recovery. At detox, the 
counselors told me the longer I stay in 
treatment the better my chances were 
to stay sober. I wanted that change. I 
got a bed at Grace House and it took 
me 8 months to complete the program. 
I am currently still attending the after-
care program. My life is completely 
different from where I was last year 
and it keeps getting better. My family 
is back in my life. I am fi nally able to 
get my license back and I’m thinking 
of going back to school.  I thought I 
was hopeless and now I know that as 
long as I stay connected to my higher 
power, and keep my recovery fi rst in 
my life, I can be hopeful for my future. 
Now I have one. 
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Why you should Bundle with 
Bridge House / Grace House
Kevin Gardere
Marketing Director

Try food from restaurants 
like Cafe Reconcile, and 
New Orleans Classics such 
as Casamento’s all in one 
night. Rub elbows with 
actress Patricia Clarkson, 
Actor Bryan Batt, and local 
legend Spud McConell. 
Dance to Rebirth Brass 
Band and party with the 
610 Stompers. Become 
a Patron of Bridge House 
/ Grace House events- Bundle with 
Bridge House / Grace House.

Bridge House / Grace House has 
jumped on the Bundle Bandwagon, 
but we’re not offering long distance 
with your internet or fries with your 
shake. We are offering the oppor-
tunity to celebrate the rebirth of our 
community and a chance at redemp-
tion for our residents at six incredible 
special events throughout the year- all 
at a discounted price. One check, six 
events to party like a rockstar with the 
New Orleans In-Crowd. 

The Patron Bundle includes 2 tickets 
to 6 of our events: Cochon Cotillion, 
Women of Substance Luncheon, Mr. 
Legs, Rockin with the NOLA Stars, 
Celebrity Waiters Luncheon, and the 
Recycled Fashion Show. Patrons 
have VIP access to each of our events 
(where applicable).

Check out our website for dates and 
photos of the fun: www.bridgehouse.
org 

Can’t make all of the events? Call me 
at 821-7133 and we will put together 
a personalized bundle to suit your 
schedule!

The value of this package is $850, and 
we are offering it to 
you for $700. $700 
gets you into all 
the cool spots and 
pays for treatment 
for one individual 
for one week. One 
week can be life-
changing.

Like it so much you 
want to sponsor? 
We’ve got perks for 
you too! Sponsors 

get discounts on bundled packages 
as well as exposure on our website 
throughout the year on our newly 
designed Community Partners page. 
Community Partners will be mak-
ing clear to our donors the steadfast 
stand they have taken to improving 
the health and serenity of the individu-
als in our program and of our Greater 
New Orleans Community. Community 
partners will also get all the sponsor 
benefi ts at the events and can save 
up to 33% off the actual sponsorship 
value.  Call for more info.

We are excited about our new bun-
dling campaign and ask that you join 
in our mission to save lives and have 
some fun while doing it.

 If you are interested in us designed 
a personalized Bundling package for 
you or your company, please contact 
me (504) 821-7133 or Anne Springer 
(504) 821-7134, aspringer@bridge-
house.org. 

kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

Kevin Gardere

We are also looking for the opportuni-
ties for growth within these systems. 
With our state and federal funding shift-
ing into unchartered waters, 2012 holds 
many challenges and unknowns. 
Bridge House / Grace House thanks 
you for a great year in 2011. Everything 
you do to support us counts – and it 
counts a lot! Your donations of cash, 
your no longer needed car or your gen-
tly used household goods and cloth-
ing all contribute to our capability to 
translate those donations into opportu-
nities that transform the lives of many, 
many individuals. We are so honored 
and proud to participate with you in 
providing the proper environment and 
services to offer those opportunities. 
Should you need any information about 
making a donation, attending an event 
or volunteering – please use the follow-
ing contact numbers:
Wayne Olivio- to attend an event 
Income Development Director
504-821-7135

Kevin Gardere-to donate cash
Marketing Director
504-821-7133

Anne Springer-to donate even more 
cash/get bundled- Assoc. Marketing 
Director- 504-821-7134

Joe Pitman-to volunteer
Assist.Income Development Director 
504-821-7288

Mike Ray-to donate a car or boat
Car Lot Manager 
504-598-3355

Michael Ferrara-to donate to the Thrift 
Stores-Thrift Store Manager
504-525-3130

With our collective efforts we know that 
we will continue to make a big differ-
ence. 

Else Pedersen-Wasson –CEO
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

CHANGING continued from p. 1

Get bundled.
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Passages f r om
Rebuilding Lives for Men, with Dignity, Honor & Respect

Work Therapy 
From the Vocational Department

What is Work Therapy?

Work may be physical or mental, and 
it can produce income, security, social 
value, and self respect. Therapy is 
the means to explore, educate, and 
manage one’s feelings, thoughts, and 
behaviors through the support of pro-
fessionals and peers.

Work therapy is a therapeutic engage-
ment to increase motivation for contin-
ued treatment, to teach vocational and 
non-vocational skills to become em-
ployable, and to support clients coping 
with stressors of sustained employment 
by utilizing recovery interventions.

Why Work Therapy?

Individuals in active addiction are three 
times less likely to be employed than 
the general population. Vocational 
rehabilitation during addiction treatment 
increases treatment participation and 
continuation.  Employment is one of 
the best indicators of sustained addic-
tion recovery, and it leads to improved 
self-esteem, hope, and relationships. 
Additionally, employment correlates 
with decreased illegal activity, arrests, 
physical problems, and homelessness.  
This process is known as working 
recovery.

Benefi ts to Work Therapy

Work therapy gives our clients a daily 
opportunity to evaluate their recovery in 
a work environment.  We teach them to 
ask questions such as: “How does this 

Don’t Trade it- Donate it!
Receive a tax write-off while supporting a worthy cause

see WORK on p.4

We make the process simple.We’ll come to pick up your car or boat and 
handle all notary expenses and title transfers.

• Donate your used car or boat to our Used Car Lot

• Every penny of profi t we make on your car goes directly to fund 
our substance abuse treatment programs.

• Your used vehicle will give our residents valuable hands-on expe-
rience in automotive repair.

• Even junk cars can be a tax write-off and support Bridge House / 
Grace House.

Call 504-598-3355 today!
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relate to my recovery?” and “Am I able 
to manage my recovery and work?”  
Work therapy assists in identifying 
character assets and defects that 
affect recovery, thus heightening 
self-awareness.  By going to work 
each day, clients feel an increased 
sense of responsibility, self worth, and 
hope.  Additional benefi ts from work 
therapy include increases in pro-social 
behaviors, work ethic, and job search-
ing skills.
What is Involved in Work Therapy?
Targeted Therapeutic Engagements: 
Focuses on targeted behaviors related 
to one’s recovery in the work environ-
ment through individual and group 
supports.
Job Readiness Curriculum: A pre-
employment programs which teaches: 
work values, barriers to employ-
ment, writing resumes, interviewing 
skills, management of time, money, 
and stress while evaluating recovery 
needs.
Supported Employment Interventions: 
Assists clients to practice learned job 
skills and facilitates transition from 
Bridge House / Grace House.  

Leon J. Naquin   MS, LRC
Vocational Director

WORK continued from p. 3

Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Drive
NOLA 70130        Metairie 70003                           
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a pickup call 504-525-3130

I had tried everything, that I could, not 
to have to say, “Hi, I’m Steve… I’m an 
alcoholic.” I was angry and confused 
as to why I was fi nding myself in detox 
and treatment centers.  Fighting this 
brought on many years of struggles, 
broken relationships, harm to loved 
ones, moral battles, self-pity and lone-
liness.  I could go on and on with the 
struggles that have been part of my 
journey: homelessness, stealing, delu-
sion and animalistic living to say the 
least.  However, my life is no longer 
like that.  I can only attribute this fact, 
to powers greater than myself.  One 
of these powers was Bridge House.  I 
know that’s the reason my life is dif-
ferent now.  I know it’s not because 
of my power.  I now know this in my 
heart because I tried every angle, and 
each and every way possible to “fi x” 
my problems in and of my own accord.  
My view of life was skewed because 
it was full of alcohol and drugs and for 
a long time I couldn’t see; or I didn’t 
want to see. I found out, though, that 
I just have a disease in which I have 
no control over.  When I came to this 
understanding and acceptance, things 
started to change. 
So I accepted the gift that was placed 
at my feet that Bridge House gave 
me.  There were times that I wanted to 
give it back.  Those times became less 
overwhelming.  Eventually those times 
came less frequently.  I was surround-
ed by people that told me they thought 
and felt the same way and that others 
helped them get through it.  They told 
me that others helped them keep their 
gift and that they would do the same 
for me.  This gift, believe it or not, was 
diffi cult to hold on to.  Alcoholism and 
addiction, they say, is a powerful and 
cunning disease.  I can see this now.  

The solution Bridge House told me, 
in order to hold onto this gift, I would 
fi nd in working the steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  So I did, with the help of 
another.  This new set of concepts and 
ideas, over time, started helping me 
to live differently.  I didn’t know how or 
why I wound up at Bridge House at the 
time.  Actually I was pretty angry about 
it.  I know now today how I wound up 
there and I know why.  And hopefully 
my understanding grows as I continue 
my journey.  I am now employed by 
Bridge House.  I thought to myself, 
“They must be crazy?  Hiring a person 
like me who just completed their 
program?”  I think I may understand 
though.  I feel like I have the opportu-
nity to help others hold onto and keep 
their gift that they were given.Just 
like people did for me.  And some-
how in return, it gives me a fi rmer 
grip on mine.  I don’t know of many 
other things in this world that doesn’t 
deplete the more you give.  “Hi, I’m 
Steve… I’m an alcoholic!”

A Cunning Disease
from a Bridge House alumnus
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Rebuilding Lives for Women, with Dignity, Honor & Respect

Holllywood South
Women of Substance 2012
Grace House Executive Director

There are many 
people, organiza-
tions and events that 
are near and dear to 
my heart. I have the 
advantage of seeing 
the many miracles 
that take place at 
Bridge House and 
Grace House each 
day. We would not 
be able to provide 
substance abuse 
treatment for the 
poor, homeless, uninsured and those 
without resources if it were not for our 
continuous fundraising efforts. The 
Women of Substance Luncheon is 
an annual event I look forward to and 
one of our many fundraising efforts 
that allow us to continue to serve 
those who have lost everything to 
alcohol and drug addiction.

This year we will be celebrating the 
17th annual Women of Substance 
Luncheon which historically has been 
the signature fundraising event for 
Grace House. Each year our commit-
tee selects honorees that serve as 
role models to the women of Grace 
House. We will be honoring Women 
of Hollywood South as New Orleans 
and the surrounding areas have 
become an extremely popular area for 
fi lmmakers to shoot fi lms. 

This year’s honorees include; Susan 

Brennan, Owner/Developer of Sec-
ond Line Stages, Patricia Clarkson, 

an American actress born in 
New Orleans, and Virginia Mc-
Collam, location manager for 
HBO’s “Treme.” 

Cindy Ross Schoenberger, 
architect, will receive the Volun-
teer Service Award for her nu-
merous hours of consultation on 
the renovation of Grace House 
Delachaise prior to Hurricane 
Katrina in addition to her hours 
of service for the renovation of 
the Historic Bridge House site 

on Camp Street.  

Past Women of Substance Honorees 
include Sybil Morial, Honorable Lindy 
Boggs, Hoda Kotb, Cokie Roberts, 
Honorable Kathleen Blanco, Honor-
able Mary Anne V. Lemon, Sister 
Helen Prejean, Delta Burke, Pat 
Denechaud, Beverly Gianna, Sandy 
Shilstone, Mignon Faget, Lally Bren-
nan, Leah Chase, 
Francis Smith, Yvonne 
LaFleur, Gayle Batt, 
Suzanne Rusovich, 
Denise Shinn, Cecile 
Tebo, Jenny L. Tripkov-
ich, Honorable Keva 
Landrum Johnson, 
Anella Wilson Joseph, 
Kim M. Boyle, Eneid A. 
Francis, Martha Kegel, 
Susan M. Tyler, Sha-
ronda Williams, Ruthie 

see LISA on page 6see Hollywood on page 6

I don’t have to 
do it alone
From a current resident

Hello, my name is Lisa and I am an 
alcoholic. Growing up in New Orleans 
drinking wasn’t right or wrong, it just 
was. Hence, I began drinking exces-
sively, daily, at a very young age. As 
the years went by the dreams and 
goals went by the wayside in favor of 
the drinking. I don’t remember when I 
crossed the line, but I am fairly certain 
that I was a full-blown alcoholic by 
the age of 15. I’ve lost dreams, jobs, 
relationships and most of all, I lost my 
sense of self.
Through the Grace of God I was 
allowed to come to Grace House. 
I arrived a broken woman. I was 
hopeless. I felt doomed to a life of 
misery. I just could not quit drinking! 
Alcohol was my master. In my time 
here I’ve learned many things. The 
Grace House Program has taught me 
to manage my time in order to keep 
a healthy balance in my life, come to 

understand my emotional 
turmoil and how to recog-
nize the things that have 
led me to drink in the 
past. Today I can identify 
my denial patterns and 
will always be prepared 
with a plan for Relapse 
Prevention. (Thanks T.)
 As I near my comple-
tion date I do so with 
bittersweet anticipation. I 
am leaving a new woman. 

Michelle Gaiennie 

Mike Morris on sax
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HOLLYWOOD continued from p. 5

PTSD and Substance Abuse
Grace House Clinical Corner

The dual diagnosis of Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and 
substance abuse is common. PTSD 
among patients in substance abuse 
treatment is higher for women than 
men and rates of lifetime trauma are 
even more common.

Grace House offers gender specifi c 
substance abuse treatment designed 
to meet the unique needs of women.  
One of the groups offered on a weekly 
basis is called “Seeking Safety” and its 
focus is PTSD and substance abuse.   
This group has several group topics 
including: safety, asking for help, hon-
esty, commitment, coping with triggers, 
healthy relationships, and many more.  
Topics may be conducted in any order 
because each topic is designed to be 
independent of the other. This allows 
us to run an open group, meaning that 
new clients may enter this group as 
soon as they are admitted to Grace 
House as well as allowing clients who 

have appointments or are working 
miss the group if needed. The treat-
ment is highly structured, and it helps 
clients know what to expect. This is 
helpful for clients with PTSD and sub-
stance abuse, who are often impulsive 
and overwhelmed. 

Finally, clients do not have to meet 
full formal criteria for current PTSD 
and substance abuse. Clients with a 
history of trauma, but no diagnosis 
of PTSD, and clients with a history of 
both disorders, but only one currently, 
report that the treatment feels relevant 
for them. Seeking Safety is designed 
for all levels of trauma, and it assists 
clients in developing healthy coping 
techniques that will be benefi cial to 
their ongoing recovery.

Jennifer Gros MS, CI 
Grace House Clinical Director
504-899-2423 ext 14
jgros@gracehouseneworleans.org 

My self-esteem has been restored. I 
know now that I am not a bad person; 
I just have a bad disease. To keep this 
disease in remission I will stay con-
nected by attending the Grace House 
Aftercare Program, practice the life 
skills I’ve earned and continue to work 
the 12 Step Program of Alcoholics 
Anonymous with my sponsor and the 
fellowship of AA. I don’t have to do it 
alone. I have been restored to sanity 
by my Higher Power whom I call god. 
I can’t, He can. I think I’ll let Him. He 
has removed the obsession. As long 
as I stay spiritually fi t and follow His 
guidance I can now go out and fulfi ll 
the dreams I once thought out of my 
grasp.Thank You God. Thank You 
Grace House.

Women of Substance
Friday, May 11, 2012
Audubon Tea Room
Individual Reservations: $85
Table of ten: $850
     

Honoring
Patricia Clarkson
Susan Brennan
Virginia McCollam

LISA continued from p. 5

Frierson, Denise Thornton, Madeline 
West, Nell Nolan, Dottie Reese and 
Bev Church. 
This year Bridge House / Grace 
House is excited to announce the 
establishment of the Richard M. 
“Buzzy” Gaiennie Award to also be 
presented at the Women of Sub-
stance Luncheon in memory of 
my father.  The criteria which have 
been established for the award are: 
spirituality, supports recovery, gives 
of self to others and service to the 
community. As a longtime friend 
and supporter of Bridge House and 
Grace House, Jeffery Goldring, will 
be the fi rst recipient of this award.
Please join us on Friday, May 11th at 
the Audubon Tea Room from 11 – 2 
to honor these great individuals and 
support the treatment programs of 
Bridge House / Grace House.  
Many Thanks, 
Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11
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Cochon Cotillion
New Location; Same Tacky Costumes and Squeals of Fun 

Saturday, April 14, 2012 Blaine Kern’s 
Mardi Gras World Eastbank
Rebirth Brass Band (Grammy Winnters) 
7pm-11pm  Tickets $100
King Bryan Batt, his beatifi c Queen 
Barbara Gaiennie and their minions, 
the Krewe of Pork and Beads, hereby 
declare the night of Saturday, April 
14, 2012 to be the 16th ANNUAL 
COCHON COTILLION.  As the fi rst 
unoffi cial Mardi Gras ball of the 2013 
carnival season, the Cochon Cotillion 
is a night of fun, laughs, and a good 
excuse to go hog-wild to support the 
cause of recovery from drug and al-
cohol addiction. Revelers adorned in 
tacky costumes converge upon Blaine 
Kern’s Mardi Gras World EASTBANK 
from 7-11pm.

The most successful and well-attend-
ed fund raising event on the annual 
Bridge House / Grace House calen-
dar, the Cochon Cotillion has been 
held at the Float Den on the westbank 
for the past eleven years.  With the 
closing of that Den to private func-
tions, the Krewe of Pork and Beads 
decided to bring the Cotillion to the 
Eastbank Mardi Gras World.

“In many respects, bringing the Cotil-
lion back to the eastbank riverfront 
is like bringing the Cotillion home,” 
according to Wayne Olivio of Bridge 
House / Grace House.  “The fi rst and 
second years of the Cotillion were 
held on the riverfront outside of the 
Board of Trade.  Mardi Gras World is 
just a doubloon’s throw from the place 
where the Cotillion got its start.”

During the night of irreverent fun, 
guests enjoy food and drinks pro-
vided by some of New Orleans’ most 
outstanding restaurants and beverage 

outlets, live music by Grammy Win-
ners Rebirth Brass Band and Mike 
Morris, and the ever-popular Krewe of 
Pork and Beads indoor parade. The 
Master of Ceremonies is our loyal 
Court Jester Bruce Katz of WGNO-
TV. 

The 16th annual marks the fi rst Co-
chon Cotillion since Bridge House / 
Grace House lost our leader, friend, 
and mentor Buzzy Gaiennie.  During 
his 27 years at Bridge House / Grace 
House, Buzzy was the driving force 
behind expanding both programming 
and facilities, and the success of the 
Cochon Cotillion provides crucial 
funds to sustain and enhance those 
programs.  Said Wayne Olivio, “It is 
only through community support of 
our fundraising efforts such as the 
Cochon Cotillion, that we are able to 
maintain a high degree of success in 
our fi ght against addiction and home-
lessness, and keep Buzzy’s vision 
and memory alive.”

The Cochon Cotillion offers many op-
portunities for pigging out and going 
hog wild while supporting the cause.  
The much-anticipated silent auction 

featuring trips, dinners, 
tickets, and collectibles is 
always a hit with the lucky 
high bidders.

Every LSU Tigers fan will 
want to take many chanc-
es on our raffl e prize, a 
31” X 22” #1 Blue Dog 
Tiger Fan silkscreen print 
framed and hand-signed 
by Louisiana Artist George 
Rodrigue.

Individual tickets for the 
Cochon Cotillion are only $100; spon-
sorships (including blocks of tickets 
plus other benefi ts) begin at $1,500.  
Raffl e tickets for the Rodrigue print 
are $5 apiece and three for $10.  And 
while you need not be present to win 
the raffl e, you’ll only have a hog-
gone good time if you’re there!  So 
on April 14th, join the Krewe of Pork 
and Beads, don your favorite costume 
or tackiest formal attire, grab your 
favorite people and party around the 
fl oat “pen” while listening to the great 
sounds of New Orleans, enjoying 
sumptuous cuisine and shopping the 
deals of a lifetime.

For more information on any upcoming event contact: Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 or
wolivio@bridgehouse.org or visit www.bridgehouse.org/events

Calling 
All Alumni

If you are a former resident 
of Bridge House / Grace 
House and would like to 
submit your journey to 
sobriety to our newsletter, 
please call 

Peter Webb 
504-821-7144

pwebb@bridgehouse.org
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For more information on this raffl e, or to purchase tickets contact: Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 or
wolivio@bridgehouse.org

A Number One Tiger Fan

Enter for a chance to win!

A 31”x 22” Silkscreen Print
 Framed and hand-signed by 

George Rodrigue
One Chance for $5 or 

Three Chances for $10
Winner to be drawn at 

Cochon Cotillion XVI
Saturday, April 14, 2012 

Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World, Eastbank
7pm-11pm

Winner need not be present

In 2011, we admitted 625 individuals into our programs: 319 men and 306 women.

We surveyed 29% of the individuals, who spent 90 days or more in our programs, after they left treatment. We surveyed 
both those who completed our program, and those who either left voluntarily before treatment was completed or those 
who were discharged. 

The results were as follows:

        Drug/alcohol free     Employed      Housed     Crime free

MEN     88%               83%            100%       93%
WOMEN     94%               69%               100%      100%

These numbers demonstrate that a stay of 90 days or more at Bridge House / Grace House is correlated with 
sustained, successful recovery resulting in a signifi cant improvement in quality of life for our residents.

Our Success: By the Numbers



Recycled Fashion Show

Kelly Sloss in a design by Tanya 
Mennear

Winning ball gown designed by 
Toni Horton and auctioned for 

$600

A Girl is a Gun
Acme Corporate Offi ce
Audubon Nature Institute
Belladonna Day Spa
Blue Bag
Boswell’s Jamaican Grill
Buffalo Exchange
Carrollton Flower Market
Steven Chabaud
City Looks Salon & Spa
Court of Two Sisters
Elmwood Fitness Center
Erik’s Cafe and Catering
Franky & Johnny’s Restaurant
Friend and Co Fine Jewelers
Gae-tana’s
Green Serene
H20 Salon and Spa
Interiors & Extras
Yvonne LaFleur
Natalie P. Leger
Jessica Leigh
Lola Boutique
Maximilians Intl

Mike Posey Photography
Milk Bar
National WWll Museum
New Orleans Paint and Party
One Restaurant & Lounge
Oreck Vacuums of Greater New Orleans
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
Paradise Cafe
Perlis Clothing Inc.
Stone Creek Health Club & Spa
Swap Boutique
Symmetry Jewelers & Designers
The Blue Jeans Bar
The Old Coffee Pot Restaurant
Total Woman
Uptown Car Wash
Vanity Salon & Spa
Vieux Carre Haire Store
Vincent’s Italian Cuisine
Mallory Whitfi eld
Windsor Court Hotel
Zea Rotisserie & Grill

On February 3, 2012 we celebrated 
the 3rd annual Recycled Fashion Show 
at Southport Hall. 500 fans packed in 
to see the latest Recycled Fashions 
and sample eats from the twenty- one 
restaurants that lined the walls at the 
event.  

Three months prior to the event, 26 
designers went to sort through the 
Bridge House / Grace House Thrift 
Stores, molding, stitching, and rework-
ing their loot into stunning and original 
pieces for the exciting runway show.

MC Andrew Ward set the tone on the 
runway while DJ Afrodisiak kept the 
pace. As a special fi nale, Chet Pour-
ciau awarded designer Toni Horton a 
one day spa pass at Stone Creek Club 
& Spa and two tickets to the Cochon 
Cotillion for her repurposed curtains 
turned ball gown that was auctioned 
for $600 the night of the event. 

Thanks to support from designers, 
stylists, volunteers, restaurants, and 
residents, The Recycled Fashion 
Show III was a smashing success!

Look for Recycled Fashion IV on 
Friday, March 1, 2013!

Paris
Whitman Family Foundation
Gayle Jones 
Anonymous

Milan
Bayou Orthotic and Prosthetic Co.
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
London
Phelps Dunbar, LLP

New York
DJ Afrodisiak
Event Rental
Rufus Harris
Craig Mulcahy
Shell New Orleans Federal Credit Union
Richard Vallon

Couture
Antoine’s Annex
Delgado Community College
Mary Jo Roberts
Sophisticated Woman Magazine
Whole Foods Market

Mosaic Salon & Gallery
Trina Davis
Renee Rooney
Salon Fringe Hammond
Courtney Glenn
Salon Alphonse
Arthur Hutton Salon

Teased by Jen
Michelle Mazerat
Retreat Salon & Spa
Jim Compton
Shannon Douglas
Eric Kaminski

Hair & Makeup

09 Bridge House / Grace House
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Thanksgiving and Christmas In Kind Donors
A. J.’s Produce
Alack Refrigeration
Angelo Brocato Ice Cream
Astor Crowne Plaza
Bayona Restaurant
Big Shot RC Beverage Company, Inc.
Brown’s Dairy
Cafe Degas
Caire Hotel & Restaurant Supply, Inc
Capdeboscq Catering Service
Chad’s Bistro
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s Magic Sea-
soning Blends
Commander’s Palace
Conseco’s Market
Crescent City Steak House
Deanie’s Seafood
Diamond Foods
Dooky Chase Restaurant
Eren’s Supermarket
F. Christiana & Co., Inc.
Fat Harry’s, Inc.

Folgers Coffee
Freeman Decorating Company
Guillory’s Grocery
Billye Hannah
Harrah’s New Orleans
Honey Baked Ham Co.
J.W. Marriott
Joey K’s Restaurant & Bar
Kentwood Spring Water Inc.
Langenstein’s SuperMarket
Lotz Culinary Equipment & Supplies
Marriott Hotel
Matassa’s Market
Mike’s Hardware
Mr. Ed’s Restaurant & Catering
Natco Food Service
National Fruit Flavor Co. Inc
Oak Street Ace Hardware
Panda King Restaurant
Pascal’s Manale Restaurant Inc.
Pat O’Brien’s
Pelican Ice

Perret’s Army & Outdoor Store
Piccadilly Cafeteria
Please-U-Restaurant
Port of Call
Praline Connection
Price Busters
Reily Food Company
Renaissance Arts Hotel
Restaurant Depot
Robert Fresh Market
Mrs. Gerald D. Sachitano
Sclafani’s Cooking School
Shoney’s Restaurant
Southern Sweet Potato Pie Co.
Starbucks Coffee Company
Sunbeam Bread
Swamp Room
Swiss Confectionery, Inc.
Sysco Food Service, Inc.
Total Health Solutions
Villere’s Floral Shop
Zatarain’s

Thanks for your support!



Joseph Rebstock Sr. 
Betty G. Rebstock 
Mary Goldman  
Paul G. Hufnagel 
Laura M. Myers 
Pamela P. Argote                         
Dr. Alan J. Cohen                                       
Mary Agnes K. Honoree 
Emile J. Honoree  
Wilbur A. Toups   
Sheryl D. Toups   
Margaret S. Ruli  
Kathleen R. Wendel  
Lawrence J. Hand   
Wilda M. Hand     
Paul Ponko 
Matthew Picataci
Peggy Muniz   
John C. Werner 
Andrea Laurant
Larry N. Buras   
Claiborne Perrilliat  
Peter A. Mayer   
New Orleans Saints 
Peter A. Mayer  
Linda Bailey Mayer
Jules G. Albert Jr.
Nancy H. Albert
David Cuthbert
Linda Cuthbert
Harry Holladay
Mary Holladay
Dagmar M. Foley
Marvin Clifford
Roslyn R. Milligan
Michael Milligan
Karen G. Selenberg
B.C. Mason MD
David W. Gist

Mrs. Fernand D. Lorio Jr.
Paula Cullen Lorio
Claude Y Begin
Beverly C. Begin
Moira Crone
Irwin Baldwin
Beverly Baldwin
W.W. Cowart
Dianne Cowart
Hopson & Associates LLC
Kim Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Frosch
Mr. & Mrs. John Unsworth Jr.
Myron C. Tuman
Virginia D. Tuman
Command Construction Ind.
Edna L. Gaines
James E. McCray
Linda W. McCray
Peter J. Cooley
Jacqueline Cooley
Joshua Cooley
Harvey A. Gabert M.D.
Ave Maria Gabert
John P. Booker
Mary Ann Brown
Metfab Inc
Bernice F. Ferdinand
Eleanor Westfeldt
Elizabeth W. Rafferty
Henry C. Schonberg
Herman J. Prager Jr.
Jane A. Prager
Marco A.Galaverna
Joyce C. Galaverna
Barbara Peters
Timothy W. Dietrich
Charlotte A. Dietrich
Irene Ernst Mackenroth

J. Branson Catalanotto Sr.
Sharon P. Catalanotto
Larry A. Hecker Jr.
Marjorie F. Hecker
Crystal B. Baer   
Clayton A. Schexnaildre
Man Investments
Irma S. Solomon
Dorothy N. Ponko    
 Maria Kay Chetta   
Suzanne R. Sherwood
Roger W. Sherwood DDS
Amy Edwards
Bess Z. Melius
Lee V. Maurin Jr.
Florence L. Maurin
Milton L. Vavasseur
Samuel Lehrer
Gila Lehrer
James Houston
Thomas E. Fernon
Ambra W. Fernon
Joseph M. Miller Jr.
Ann L. Miller
Jayme H. Miller
Kim I. Miller  
H. Rocker Electric Inc.
Robert Doty Broussard  
Robert D. Dowing
Gulf South Piling & Construc-
tion Inc.
Gayle L. Picataci
Matthew B. Picataci Jr. 
Allen Marks
Thomas E. Fernon
Amber W. Fernon
S.A. Millet Jr.
M.K. Millet
Barton W. Longman

Florence H. Longman
Courtney R. Schulman  
Mike Manguno
Kathryn N. McGuyer  
Carolyn S. Simon
Julie D. West 
Ricardo G. Rodriguez
Nancy L. Rodriguez
Emmett Arthur Smith Jr.
Kenneth J. Ward
Leslie N. Ward
Dennis E. Lemoine Sr.
Marcelle R. Schexnaydre
Elaine Ann Erikson
Bruce W. Cameron
Leonard R.  Beyer
Mary P. Beyer
Frank Sehrt
Gloria J. Sehrt
Randy J. Persica
Major J.W. Bergeron
T.H. Bergeron
Kathleen R. Pedersen
Thomas E. Fernon
Ambra W. Fernon
Pauline S. Eustis

Tree of Recovery Donors

Lawrence Hand
Edmond Muniz
Jonas Laurant
My Buddies
Bill Baldwin
Richard M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie

Judy Booker
Marionne F. Brown
Cindy Johnson
Delfeayo Ferdinand Jr.
Chad & Rachel Mollere
Brian Peters

Troy Schmolke
Kurt F. Prager
Wesley Wagner Ponko
Matthew Picataci
Max Marks
Amanda Peper

Chuck Rooney
Jackie McGuyer
Fredrick T. West
Elaine Erikson
Ryan Tosclair
Hazel Reis               

Norman Robinson- WDSU TV
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Tree of Recovery: In Honor of
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Our primary goal is providing treatment and support to 
men and women suffering with alcohol or drug addiction 
in the south Louisiana region. We achieve good results by 
utilizing time-proven methods of gender-specifi c group and 
individual substance abuse counseling, rehabilitation and 
vocational training programs. Our primary strategic advan-
tage is derived from the many years of invaluable expertise 
and experience in our fi eld. We sustain our efforts through 
policies of strong fi scal management and by our ability to 
maintain the goodwill and support of many private individu-
als and government programs. We offer these services 
regardless of the ability to pay.
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