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Chief  Executive Officer

 Else Pedersen

Else Pedersen MBA, LAC

I would like to share the fol-
lowing core values and beliefs 
of the Bridge House / Grace 
House Programs.  These are 
very important to our orga-
nization and truly refl ect the 
spirit of love, acceptance and 
support that we offer for each 
individual that enters into 
treatment at Bridge House / 
Grace House.     
1.) We believe in people and 
that men and women at times 
need help in order to overcome the 
problems of life. We hold it true that 
people can change their behavior and 
have the capacity of infi nite growth. 
2.) We believe in the program of Alco-
holic Anonymous as the primary tool of 
recovery. 
3.) We know from experience that 
there are a large number of men 
and women who need help and do 

not have the fi nancial 
resources to obtain the 
needed help. It is the 
purpose of Bridge House 
/ Grace House to furnish 
the needed help without 
charge. 
4.) Bridge House / Grace 
House believes that 
in order to furnish this 
fi nancial help without 
charge that it will be nec-
essary to obtain funding 
from an extensive and 

broad list of sources so to never be-
come dependent on a single source. 
5.) We believe that it is a God-given 
responsibility to respond to the needs 
of these individuals and to work toward 
securing the necessary resources to 
respond to the needs of these indi-
viduals; all men and women are to be 
treated with dignity and respect.
6.) Chemical dependency is a treat-
able disease and we believe it is our 

duty to inform the public that 
treatment is available and 
necessary. 
7.) We believe that fi nancial 
responsibility is an integral part 
of recovery.  
We believe that the chemically 
dependent person lacks the 
power within themselves to 
stay continuously sober. We do 
not agree that they are lack-

By The Numbers   Apr1- Apr 30, 2012

Calls for Help: 873

Daily Capacity: 213
These numbers refl ect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

see PRINCIPLES on page 2

I was in a safe 
place for pos-
sibly the fi rst 
time in my life 
from a Grace House alumna

I started out homeless.  My parents 
kicked me out of the house and my 
friends and loved ones would have 
nothing to do with me.  I was sleeping 
in my car.  Everything was unman-
ageable and my life was a complete 
mess.  At my rock bottom, everyone 
in my support system told me to seek 
treatment.  I was referred to Grace 
House by my manager at the cof-
fee shop that I worked at—she was 
a Grace House Alumna.  I came to 
Grace House three months sober but I 
still had many problems to work on. 

At fi rst I was terrifi ed of Grace 
House—I thought it would be an insti-
tution, but I soon realized that I was 
in a safe place for possibly the fi rst 
time in my life.  I could sense the staff 
really cared.  For the fi rst time in my 
life I formed healthy, positive relation-
ships with women.  Grace House 
gave me the opportunity to work on 
trauma issues and my self esteem.  
My fi rst drink was at age 8; Grace 
House taught me how to cope with life 
without being drunk or high.  Before 
treatment I drank every day, spent all 
my money on drugs and didn’t have 
a reason to live.  Thanks to Grace 

see SAFE PLACE on page 10

The Unifying Principles
and the Bridge House / Grace House Philosophy
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New Orleans Revitalized
Kevin Gardere
Marketing Director
Each year Bridge House / Grace 
House has the pleasure of naming 
Women of Substance hon-
orees. We choose women 
in the community who excel 
in their fi elds and are tied 
together by a common 
theme. These women are 
examples our residents can 
look up to and who remind 
us all what we are capable 
of at our fullest potential. 
On Friday, May 11, 2012 
at the Audubon Tea Room, 
we celebrated the Hollywood South 
by honoring Patricia Clarkson, Vir-
ginia McCollam and Susan Brennan.  
During the event, each honoree gave 
compelling and inspiring acceptance 
speeches that made us proud to be 
doing the work we are doing in the 
city we love. 
Susan Brennan, in her speech, 
highlights exactly why the theme 
Hollywood South was chosen, “I 
want everyone to know that every 
day someone in the business tells 
me how much they love New Or-
leans. From the top actors, directors, 
producers, crew, offi ce staff, many 
have fallen under the charm of this 
beautiful city. They love the creativ-

ity, the friendliness, the helpfulness, 
as well as the architecture, food and 
music.” She tells us “Last year the 
fi lm industry spent 1 billion dollars in 

Louisiana and close 
to 600 million of that 
was spent in New 
Orleans.” With the 
fl ow of capital into 
our city also comes 
the creation of jobs 
and sustaining of 
livelihoods. Bren-
nan affi rms, “The 
stores on Magazine 
and in the Quarter 

rent expensive furniture to the mov-
ies and the thrift shops (including the 
Bridge House Thrift Stores) sell them 
inexpensive furniture. The best part 
about the thrift shops is that some-
times when the movie is fi nished they 
donate it all back.” We love it when 
that happens. 
And so The Hollywood South is part 
of a larger rebirth of our city. If you’ve 
attended one of our night-time fun-
draising events lately, chances are 
you’ve eaten from a restaurant that 
has opened since Katrina. Blue Dot 
serves bacon dusted donut holes, 
Cochon Butcher offers house- made 
head cheese, and Vacherie ceviche. 
Not only are they delighting our taste 
buds and peaking our imagination, 
but they are blowing us away with 
the strength and immediacy of their 
generosity to our community. 
Living in New Orleans it’s hard to 
ignore the constant reminder that this 
city is alive and thriving—with new in-
dustry, new restaurants, and renewed 
sense of community.   Sometimes, 
too, we are reminded of the fragility 
of life. We see heart-breaking and 
unimaginable crimes on the news. We 
see poverty and misfortune. Every 

Kevin Gardere

Want a tax deduction? 
Got an old car? 

Donate your car today!
Call 504-598-3355

ing in will power in general. Rather, 
we are convinced that the nature of 
addiction places the craving for drink-
ing and drugs in the vegetative part 
of the brain at a level parallel to other 
instincts and drives and that “will-
power” is no match for it. In this way 
the chemically dependent person is 
permanently disordered. There is no 
cure for this disease. They have an 
imprinted compulsion that will remain 
with them the rest of their lives. Thus, 
they must fi nd some rehabilitative ap-
proach to compensate for this perma-
nent condition. 
The subtlest yet seriously debilitat-
ing aspects of this chemical depen-
dency include psychological, social 
and spiritual problems. Many of these 
are openly denied. There is shame, 
guilt and progressive diminution of 
self-worth. Most chemically depen-
dent people experience isolation and 
loneliness and are trapped in self-pity 
and resentment. They have enormous 
dependence needs with little emo-
tional closeness, often coupled with 
grandiose and manipulative behavior. 
Even more devastating is the despair, 
cynicism and confusion as to what the 
problem is, or, what if anything, can 
be done about it. Dealing with this sea 
of symptoms is the heart of the new 
lifestyle therapy. 
At Bridge House / Grace House we 
wholeheartedly believe that our pro-
grams provide individuals and families 
with the opportunity for a renewed life 
free from chemical dependency. We 
embrace the opportunity to provide 
these services and witness small 
miracles every day. Thank you for your 
continuing support. This enables us to 
achieve positive change in the lives of 
so many and as well as those who are 
close to them.

Else Pedersen–CEO
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

PRINCIPLES continued from p. 1

see NOLA on page 10
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Work Groups 
From the Vocational Department

Besides the therapeutic groups, 
Bridge House / Grace House also 
has work groups. Each job site has 
two days a week designated for work 
group; the groups last thirty minutes. 
Facilitated by a Vocational Counselor, 
the work groups are an essential part 
of the work therapy program. These 
groups allow residents who are work-
ing together at a job site to discuss 
work related concerns or issues. 
Residents are able to process how 
work may be affecting their recovery. 
Other topics include utilizing the 12 
steps in their work day, principles 
before personalities, the importance of 
teamwork, and managing stress.

Another benefi t to the work groups 
is the support gained from residents’ 
peers/co-workers. Much of their day 
is spent at their job site and residents 
are able to come together to discuss 
recovery and how to handle situations 
that arise in a recovery-related man-
ner. Residents have the opportunity 
to offer suggestions or feedback to 
co-workers. Work groups offer a differ-
ent environment for residents to come 
together, build support, and move 
forward in their recovery.

Kate Jensen, MS NCC

Family Matters
Bridge House Clinical Corner

There is a tendency to look at our resi-
dents, and see them as the problem. 
The hope might be that we, as coun-
seling professionals, in a treatment 
facility, might be able to work with the 
individual and “fi x” the problem.  As 
much as we might like that to happen, 
in just that way, it cannot. We make 
suggestions to individuals (and as 
possible, their loved ones), and that 
is where the real work of recovery 
begins.  We require our residents to 
maintain a relationship with a Spon-
sor, attend meetings, and work all 
of the Steps while in treatment.  We 
request that they regularly attend a 
home group. We suggest the appro-
priate recovery behaviors, but each 
individual controls the quality of their 
treatment and recovery experience. In 
order to become happy, joyous, and 
free, residents must move beyond 
mere compliance and cooperation. 
Residents must internalize the need to 
manage the disease of addiction. The 
HOW of recovery stands for honest, 
open, and willing and the depth and 
quality of the recovery experience is 
dependent on all three.

Just as we make recommenda-
tions to the individual in treat-
ment, we also have some very 
specifi c recommendations for 
the individuals who are close to 
our residents.

We ask that they begin to work their 
own recovery program. We suggest 
they go to at least fi ve Al-Anon or 
Nar-Anon meetings and listen very 
specifi cally for ways that they relate 
to what is being said by the people in 
the meeting. Five meetings is gener-
ally enough to understand the true 
value of, and need for a program of 
personal recovery. We ask that they 
begin regular meeting attendance, fi nd 
someone with a year or more in the 
program and ask them to become their 
Sponsor. We suggest they talk with 
their Sponsor on a regular basis and 
work the Steps. Recovery is always 
about living the Steps and that is the 
real key to feeling happy, joyous, and 
free. When loved ones in the primary 
system follow our suggestions and 
work a personal recovery program, 
their quality of life will change for the 
better. Working Steps for loved ones 
helps them to develop a new and 
better relationship with themselves, 
stop enabling behaviors, stop walking 
on eggshells, develop truly adaptive 
boundaries and begin to live in a way 
that is personally meaningful.

 Jo E. Cohen LPC, LMFT, LAC, CCS

Bridge House Clinical Director
504.821.7286
jcohen@bridgehouse.org 
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Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Drive
NOLA 70130            Metairie 70003                           
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a pickup call 504-525-3130

Dedication Ceremony
for the Richard M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie Building

On Friday, May 25th, 2012 the build-
ing at 4150 Earhart Blvd was offi cially 
dedicated and named the “Richard M. 
‘Buzzy’ Gaiennie Building”.  A crowd of 
over 200 people attended the cer-
emony.

Mr. Jerry Romig was the Master of 
Ceremonies for the event, and Rev. 
Louis Arceneaux offi cially blessed and 
dedicated the building.  The Voices of 
Thunder provided inspirational songs 
for entertainment.  William Leary, cur-
rently serving on Bridge House / Grace 
House’s Board of Directors, gave his 
recollection of his long standing friend-
ship with Buzzy and the impact he had 

When I arrived at the front door of 
Bridge House I was broken spiritually, 
mentally, and physically.  My gratitude 
list was bare and my future looked 
pretty bleak.  I had not spoken to my 
family in over 6 months and my rela-
tionship with God was on my terms, 
not Gods.

Three months into the 12 step pro-
gram and under the skilled guidance 
of the Bridge House counselors and 
staff, I have begun to experience some 
of the promises of recovery.

Embracing honesty, open-mind-
edness, and willingness proved 
to be the only requirements 
needed to begin this journey of 
a lifetime. These concepts have 
taught me a great deal about 
myself and the world around 
me.
Today I am healthier and happier than 
I have ever been, and with God’s help 
learning to build relationships ground-
ed in truth, trust, and honesty. 

Eternally grateful,

Clinton G.

Journey of a 
Lifetime
From a current resident

Special Thanks 
Bridge House Kitchen Staff
Freeman
Grace House Kitchen Staff
Sheriff Marlin N. Gusman
William Leary
Jerry Romig
Maurice French Pastries
Richard Vallon

on helping those with addiction issues.

Additional remarks were made by Else 
Pedersen, CEO of Bridge House / 
Grace House, and Michelle Gaiennie, 
Buzzy’s daughter and Executive Direc-
tor Grace House.

In addition to Michelle, the Gaiennie 
family was represented by Barbara 
Gaiennie and Mrs. William Gaiennie.  
Former New Orleans Saint Danny 
Abramowicz, longtime friend of Buzzy, 
was also in attendance.

Maurice French Pastries provided deli-
cious cookies and the Grace House 
ladies prepared some wonderful 

sandwiches.  Ice tea 
and lemonade was 
served by the Bridge 
House kitchen staff.

Bridge House / 
Grace House thanks 
all of those that 
helped with the 
ceremony and all the 
people that attended.  
The ceremony was 
very special to us all 
as a tribute to Rich-
ard M. “Buzzy” 
Gaiennie.Richard M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie Building Sign
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Recovery & Ignatian Spirituality
Grace House Executive Director

Grace House has partnered with the 
Ignatian Spirituality Project (ISP), an 
organization based 
in Chicago and that 
leads spirituality 
retreats throughout 
the country focusing 
on individuals who 
are in recovery and 
homeless. Some of 
our clients volun-
tarily attend the ISP 
retreats that gener-
ally take place at 
the Cenacle Retreat 
House in Metairie 
from Saturday morning to Sunday 
afternoon. 

The ISP developed a retreat based on 
the 500 year old tradition of Ignatian 
Spirituality while using the principles 
of the 12-Step program of recovery 
(e.g., AA). Both of these programs 
seek to inspire greater knowledge 
of one’s self and one’s relationship 
with God and/or Higher Power as an 
agent of change within one’s life. The 
retreat was designed for persons who 
were both homeless and in recovery 
to fi nd meaning and purpose as they 
reclaimed their lives.

Katie, a Grace House client’s, experi-
ence with the ISP retreat: 

“In November 2011 I was invited to go 
on the spiritual retreat at the Cenacle 
Retreat House. It was an amazing 
experience; the minute I pulled onto 

the grounds of the retreat house I felt 
a sense of peace. The women guid-
ing us through the retreat were very 

helpful in our search for a higher 
power. The retreat helped me 
a great deal in my recovery by 
just being able to fi nally fi nd a 
power greater than myself. I am 
very grateful for the opportunity 
to attend the retreat. Every three 
months we are invited to attend 
a follow up dinner with all of the 
women who attended the re-
treat. This has been very helpful 
in seeing where everyone is on 
a spiritual level. I enjoy seeing 
everyone again and looking 

back at the sense of peace I have 
when I really stay connected to my 
higher power.” 

I recently had the opportunity to meet 
with Tom Drexler, the Executive Direc-
tor of the ISP, and Susan Rodriguez 
and Charlene Rovira, the facilitators 
of the local ISP group. They shared 
the inspirational stories of our clients 
that are engaged in this process.  We 
plan to continue this partnership as 
both the ISP retreat and the Grace 
House treatment program emphasize 
spirituality and the 12-Step program 
of recovery.

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11

I feel a new 
freedom and a 
new peace
From a current resident

Hello, my name is Brenda and I’m a 
recovering addict. Before coming to 
Grace House, my life had become 
sad, dark, and lonely. I felt hopeless. 
Using narcotics had become a way for 
me to escape the emptiness and pain 
I felt in my life. The more I used, the 
more the feelings of loneliness and 
shame grew. I isolated myself from 
family, friends, and God.

I came to Grace House on September 
8, 2011 utterly defl ated. I had been 
arrested in August 2011 for DUI and 
possession of a controlled substance 
and lost everything, my job, my home, 
and the respect of those I hold dear. 
I was scared and lonely but deter-
mined to do whatever necessary for 
my recovery from addiction. Through 
my one-on-one sessions with my 
counselor and working the 12 steps of 
AA with my sponsor, I realized drugs 
were but a symptom of my problems. I 
didn’t love myself and believed that no 
one else would either. While listening 
to the other ladies share within the 
therapeutic community, I realized that I 
was not alone–others were sharing the 
same experiences and feelings of low 
self-esteem, shame, and guilt. Within 
the therapeutic community I have 
learned ways to change my old nega-
tive patterns of thinking and behaving.

Michelle Gaiennie 

BRENDA continued on p. 6
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Addiction and Relationships
Grace House Clinical Corner

Women are more likely to relapse if 
they report or display interpersonal 
problems or confl icts and low self 
worth connected to intimate relation-
ships. At Grace House we offer an In-
timate Relationship group every week 
in hopes to educate clients on how 
to recognize unhealthy relationships, 
how to communicate in a healthy man-
ner, and how to express emotions to a 
partner. 

Some common themes that are being 
shared in our Intimate Relationships 
group are: 

-Unhealthy communication

-Gottman’s 4 Horseman (Criticism, 
Defensiveness, Contempt, and Stone-
walling)

-High rates of infi delity, leading to ma-
jor trust issues

-Codependency

-Sabotaging potential healthy relation-
ships

-Ignoring warning signs of unhealthy 
relationships

-Lack of healthy or appropriate bound-
aries

-Failure to recognize safe/unsafe 
people

-Staying in a relationship because of 
fear of being alone

Through the years we noticed that 
clients were leaving treatment against 
staff’s advice to return to an unhealthy 
relationship or were forming unhealthy 
relationships while in treatment. Re-
lationships are highly discouraged in 
early recovery and are often a trigger 
for relapse. It’s during the fi rst year 
of recovery that she learns how to 
break the cycle of addiction. A year of 
sobriety and relationship abstinence’ 

is meant to allow a suffi cient amount 
of time to deal with her own emotions 
without having to resort to her ad-
diction, to build self-awareness and 
to become responsible for her own 
emotional care.

Clients enjoy role playing, skits, break-
ing up into small groups to discuss 
topics that are harder to talk about in 
a large group and practical exercises 
educating them on healthy and appro-
priate relationships.

Jennifer Gros MS, CI 
Grace House Clinical Director
504-899-2423 ext 14
jgros@gracehouseneworleans.org 

The greatest thing I will take away as I 
leave Grace House will be my re-
newed relationship with the God of my 
understanding. I feel a new freedom 
and a new peace. All I had to do was 
come to believe in a power greater 
than myself and turn my life and my 
will over to the care of God–and follow 
instructions at Grace House.

Life will still be diffi cult at times. It’s 
still going to be tempting to chase 
after pleasant 
feelings and run 
from the parts that 
are painful. What’s 
important is that 
I’ve been given the 
opportunity to live a 
different way. I like 
who I am becom-
ing. This itself is 
a miracle. I have 
gained self-esteem, 
self-respect, and 
the self-confi dence 
to work on my 
dreams.

BRENDA continued from p. 5

Women of Hol-
lywood South 
The 17th Annual Women of Substance 
luncheon was held at the Audubon 
Tea Room on Friday, May 11th, 2012.  
An otherwise rainy Friday afternoon 
was made beautiful by the over 375 
people that attended this luncheon to 
honor three special ladies from Holly-
wood South.  Susan Brennan, Patricia 
Clarkson, and Virginia McCollam were 
gracious and charming as our honor-
ees.

Also honored was Cindy Schoen-
berger, who received the Volunteer 
Recognition award, Jeffrey Goldring, 
who was the recipient of the Rich-
ard M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie award, and 
Gina Francis, who received Alumna 
of the Year award.  A fashion show 
was provided by Banana Republic to 
dazzle the crowd during lunch.  Mike 
Morris was spectacular as the musi-
cal entertainment prior to the lunch, 
and he sang Amazing Grace to begin 
the program–a Women of Substance 
tradition.  Mark Romig served as MC 
and kept the crowd informed.  He also 
conducted the live auction—it included 
a condo in beautiful Navarre Beach 
and also a dinner, at the restaurant 
of your choice, with Bryan Batt and 
Patricia Clarkson.  Richard Vallon was 

Excellence in 
Treatment

Bridge House / Grace House is proud to announce that 
Grace House Clinical Director, Jennifer Gros, is the recipi-
ent of the 
Council 
on Alcohol 
and Drug 
Abuse’s 
(CADA) 
2012 Ex-
cellence in 
Treatment 
Award.
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Women of Substance 
In Kind Donors

on hand to take the photographs to pre-
serve this event.  Danna Chandler was 
the winner of the raffl e prize provided by 
United Airlines and Jody Gates won the 
door prize—tickets to upcoming Bridge 
House / Grace House special events.

Bridge House / Grace House thanks all 
of our honorees, and volunteers that 
helped us enjoy another productive and 
wonderful Women of Substance lun-
cheon.  We are already looking forward 
to the 18th Annual Women of Sub-
stance.

17th Annual Women of Substance

Acupuncture Mobile Services
Avenue Art
Camille Barnes
Basics Underneath Fine Lingerie
Bevolo Gas & Electric Lights
Catholic Book Store
Chris Owen’s Club
Contemporary Arts Center
Deane Retirement Strategies, Inc.
Decorator Shop Lighting Center
DK Clay
Domilise’s Po-Boys
Don Boudreaux’s Fine Jewelers
Elizabeth Riggs Dentistry
Fausto’s Bistro
Frames Inc.
Franky & Johnny’s Restaurant
Galatoire’s Restaurant
Gallery Burguieres
George Long Photography, Inc.
Gifted Nurses
William Glennon
Harriet Lowell Stafford Interiors
Hemline
Italian Barrel
Jacques-Imo Cafe, Inc.
Jean Therapy
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Johnny’s Po-Boys
Jos. A. Bank Clothiers
La Thai Uptown
Lakeview Brew Coffee Cafe
Langenstein’s Supermarket-Uptown

Le Pavillion Hotel
Lee’s Hamburgers
Louisiana Children’s Museum
Louisiana Restaurant Association
Make Me Up!
Mercedes Benz Superdome
Miss Claudia’s Vintage Clothing & 
Costumes
Moss Antiques
Muriel’s Restaurant
National WWll Museum
Neal Auction Co.
New Orleans Museum Of Art
New Orleans Zephyrs
NOLA Rugs/Jacqueline Vance Rugs
Orient Expressed
Patio Drugs
Peel Company
Piccadilly Antiques and Galleries
Radosta Grocery
Rock-N-Bowl
Royal Blend Coffee & Tea House
Stephen R. Rue
Sabai Jewelry Gallery
Swap Boutique
Tamar Taylor
The Blue Jeans Bar
The Linen Registry
Ultimate Fitness
Villere’s Florist
Wirthmore Antiques
Woodhouse Day Spa
Zoe’s Kitchen

Integrity Sponsors
Boh Brothers Construction
Command Construction
Entergy
First NBC Bank
Gayle Jones
Laitram
Whitman Family Foundation

Commitment Sponsors
anonymous
Susan Gore Brennan
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Cox Communications
Fifth District Savings Bank
Gap Inc.
Harrah’s New Orleans
ILSI Engineering
New Orleans Magazine
tigerdroppings.com
United Airlines
Verges Rome Architects, APAC

 Honorees Susan Brennan, Patricia Clarkson & Virginia McCollam with luncheon goers and Michelle Gaiennie
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Sanglier Sponsors
anonymous
Boh Bros. Construction Co.
Crescent Bank + Trust
Entergy
Matilda Geddings Gray Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Rusovich
Salmen Family Foundation

Pourceau Sponsors
Bayou Orthotic+Prosthetic
Chopin Wagar Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Mr. & Mrs. John Goodman
Freeman
Laitram L.L.C.

Marcassin Sponsors
Abita Brewing Company
Bryan Batt
Command Construction
Cox Communications
Clark E. Montgomery
Delgado Community College
Fifth District Savings Bank
Frames, Inc.
Harrah’s New Orleans
Harris & Rufty, L.L.C.
Gayle Jones
Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent, 
Carrer & Denegre, LLPs
Sheldon Lykes
Bunny Matthews
Marriot New Orleans
Mike Morris
NOLA Flora
Pel Hughes
Peoples Health Network
Rathborne Companies East LLC
River Parish Disposal
Shell New Orleans Federal Credit 
Union
Richard Vallon
Wally Pontiff, Jr. Foundation
Whitney Bank
Winn-Dixie
Woodward Design+Build

Cochon Cotillion XVI

Event Sponsor
Goldring Family Foundation
Joe W. and Dorothy Dorsett Brown 
Foundation 
Woldenberg Foundation

Cochon Sponsors
Capital One Bank
tigerdroppings.com
Whitman Family Foundation

Bridge House / Grace House and the 
Krewe of Pork and Beads presented 
Cochon Cotillion XVI on Saturday, 
April 14th, 2012 at Blaine Kern’s Mardi 
Gras World.  King Bryan Batt and 
Queen Bar-
bara Gaien-
nie wel-
comed over 
1000 people 
to their ‘Pig 
Soiree’. The 
King and 
Queen led 
their court in 
an indoor pa-
rade through 
Mardi Gras 
World – A swine time was had by all.
Bruce Katz, of ABC26 was the Master 
of Ceremonies.  He kept the crowd in 
a party mood while announcing all the 
pertinent information needed.  Over 
40 restaurants served delicious food 
to the attendees.  Everyone was able 
to have such treats as gumbo, chicken 
pasta St. Charles, butter beans and 
shrimp, jambalaya, crawfi sh corn 
chowder, stuffed eggplant, snowballs, 
pastries, bread pudding, and so much 
more.  The crowd could and did pig 
out in style.
Mike Morris entertained the court 
with his vocal talents at the King and 
Queen party.  Other music was pro-
vided by the Mardi Gars World house 
DJ.  He kept the crowd rockin’ and 
rollin – dancing the night away – mu-
sic, munches and a party on the river 
– Wow
Carlos Savona was the lucky raffl e 
winner of the framed LSU #1 Rodrigue 
print.  Geaux Tigers could be heard 
from our Queen Barbara Gaiennie, 
LSU’s #1 fan.
Special thanks to the Krewe of Pork 
and Beads for a job well done.  The 

Krewe is led by co-chairpersons 
Arlene Rome, Tiffany Truxillo and 
Brian McDonald - what an effort.
Bridge House / Grace House thanks 
all our donors, volunteers, residents 

and staff that 
help make the 
Cochon Cotillion 
a truly special 
event, one that 
raises much 
needed funds 
to support our 
substance abuse 
treatment pro-
gram for home-
less and indigent 
individuals.  Mark 

your calendar for Cochon Cotillion 
XVII on April 13th, 2013.

Cochon Costume Winners

King Bryan Batt and Queen 
Barbara Gaiennie
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Cochon Cotillion In Kind Donors

Thanks for your support!

ABC26/NOLA 38
Abita Brewing
American Luxury Limousines
As You Like It Silver Shop
Audubon Tea Room
Azby’s
Basics Underneath Fine Lin-
gerie
Bayona Restaurant
Bayou State Security Inc.
Beau Chene Country Club
Bee Sweet Cupcakes
Bienville House Hotel
Big Easy Photobooth
Bistro Daisy
Body Art, Inc
Boo Koo BBQ
Boswell’s Jamaican Grill
Burgundy Bed & Breakfast
Buttermilk Drop Bakery and 
Cafe
Byrdie’s
Cafe Du Monde
Cafe Maspero
Cafe Reconcile
Cajun Mikes Pub and Grub
Carmo Cafe
Carol Robinson Gallery
Casamentos Restaurant
Casell Gallery
Catalog Collection
Chaps Party Rental
Mary Ann Chesson
Chiba
Chosen Cakes and Caterers
Cigar Factory New Orleans
City Wholesale Liquor
Coleman E. Adler & Sons, Inc.
Copelands
Corky’s B-B-Q
Corner Cafe
Court of Two Sisters
Creole Country Sausage Fac-
tory
Creole Queen
Crescent City Books

Crescent City Cooks
Crystal Room
Deane Retirement Strategies, 
Inc.
Decorator Shop Lighting 
Center
Delgado Community College 
Culinary Arts
Design Plus Interiors, Inc.
Downtown Fitness Centers
Edge Training System

Eleven 79 Restaurant
Elysian Fields Inn
Fat Hen Grocery
Fine Papers, Inc.
Forever NO
Frame City & Art Gallery
Frames Inc.
Freeman Decorating Company
Friends of the Cabildo, Inc.
George Long Photography, Inc.
William Glennon
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Greg’s Antiques
Halima Car Wash
Hemmerling Gallery
Historic New Orleans Collec-
tion
Home Depot
Hotel Monteleone
Hurricane BBQ & Seafood
Margaret Jackson

Jolie and Elizabeth
Kentwood Spring Water Inc.
Kidsports Family Fun & Fitness
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
La Divina Gelateria, LLC
LA Loom Works
La-Z-Boy Furniture Galeries
Lee’s Hamburgers
Lion’s Inn
Liuzza’s Restaurant & Bar, Inc.
Longue Vue House & Gardens

Louisiana Coca-Cola Bottling 
Co.
Louisiana Cookin’ Magazine
Louisiana State Museum
Bunny Matthews
Maurice French Pastries
Mike Serio’s Po-Boys & Deli
Mikes on the Avenue
Milk Bar
Mon Coeur
Mike Morris
Muriel’s Restaurant
N.O. Auction St Charles Gallery
National WWll Museum
Neal Auction Co.
New Orleans Steamboat Com-
pany
Nola Flora
One 2 One Personal Training
Palace Cafe
Parkway Bakery and Tavern

Pascal’s Manale Restaurant 
Inc.
Fay F. Paysee
Pel Hughes Printing
Pennant Shop, Inc.
Perlis Clothing Inc.
Philantopia
Pied Nu
Pippen Lane
Plum
Pollo Campero
Poppy’s Crazy Lobster
Preservation Hall
Queen on the Scene
Robert Guthrie at Gallery 
Rinard
Lynn Robertson
Royal Sonesta Hotel
Sabai Jewelry Gallery
Sam’s Club
Sheraton New Orleans
Smitty’s Seafood Restuarant
Somethin’ Else Cafe
Southern Oaks Plantation
Southern Sweet Potato Pie Co.
St. Charles Ave. Athletic Club
Starbucks Coffee Company
Steve’s Diner
Terrell House
The Garden Gates
The Old Coffee Pot Restaurant
The Prytania Theatre
The Shops at Canal Place
The Tinder Box
Tony’s Po-Boy Restaurant
Tujague’s Restaurant
Ultimate Fitness
Richard R. Vallon
Roger F. Villere
Wal-Mart #1353
Westbank Athletic Club
Melody Williams
Ye Olde College Inn

Costumed Cotillion Patrons



10                                                                                                                                    Bridge House / Grace House 

Christmas in July
Sunday July 29, 2012 10AM-2PM
1160 Camp Street NOLA 70130
One of three times a year when we open up our doors to 
serve a holiday meal and give clothing from our Thrift Stores 
to the homeless and indigent population of New Orleans.
Donations of cash, food, drink, and serving items make this 
event an annual suc-
cess.
For more information 
contact Joe Pitman 
at 504-821-7288 or 
jpitman@bridge-
house.org

day at Bridge House / Grace House 
we see the toll addiction to alcohol and 
drugs takes on individuals in our city. 
Thus, it is with our feet on the ground 
and fi rm resolve we work to do our 
part to make our city better. Daily, our 
work reduces crime and homeless-
ness and reunites families. Together, 
in this beautiful city we call home, 
we can all thrive. We can all eat and 
dance and be joyous as we work 
together to improve the health and 
serenity of all of our citizens. 
To join our fi ght against substance 
abuse, call 821-7133. 

kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

NOLA continued from p. 2

House I began to feel hope for the fi rst 
time.

I stayed at Grace House for four 
months.  After treatment I was work-
ing, saving money, living my program 
and rebuilding my relationship with 
my family.  Today I have a job I love.  I 
found peace with myself and today I 
want to live.  Grace House showed me 
how life is a process.  Because of 
treatment, I have an awesome 
support system.  I am no longer 
the eternal victim; depression 
and drugs do not rule my life. I 
attend aftercare weekly, work with my 
sponsor and live life today.  Today I 
now know that not everything is about 
me.  Grace House saved my life and I 
am forever grateful to the program and 
its staff.  

If I can do it, 
anyone can 
from a Bridge House resident

I had my fi rst drink when I was four-
teen years old.  I knew then that I was 
in trouble.  At fi fteen I was introduced 
to marijuana so I traded liquor for 
pot.  My family moved to Sardinia in 
December of 1971 so my pot smok-
ing came to a screeching halt.  That’s 
when the heavy drinking began.  
There was a lot of wine in Sardinia 
so I started drinking wine as often as 
I could.  Everyone drank.  It was the 
way of life there.  

We returned home in 1973 and I 

SAFE PLACE continued from p. 10

began a full time career of drink-
ing anything and everything.  I went 
to treatment in 1980 for 28 days.  I 
drank the day I graduated from the 
program.  After countless rehabs 
and ruined opportunities, I gave up.  
I drank constantly for the next 35 
years.  On March 13, 2012, I came to 
Bridge House a broken man.  Bridge 
House has given me the struc-
ture, tools, and counciling I 
need to lead a productive life. 
Bridge House has saved my life and 
given me the hope and strength I need 
to stay sober.  Never give up! If I can 
do it, anyone can! God bless Bridge 
House!

Ken L.
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For more information on any upcoming event contact: Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 or
wolivio@bridgehouse.org or visit www.bridgehouse.org/events

Upcoming Events
Mr. Legs
Saturday July 14, 2012
Generations Hall
6-10PM
Emcees Laura Buchtel and Mike Hoss from WWL-TV
Silent Auction, Raffl e, Food, Wacky Show
Tickets $30 in advance, $50 VIP (special viewing area)

Features contestants competing for the coveted title of Mr. 
Legs by entertaining the crowd with their costumes and 
performances set to music.  The title is awarded to the 
contestant who raises the most funds for Bridge House / 
Grace House.

Rockin’ With the NOLA Stars
Saturday, September 22, 2012
Generations Hall
6-10PM
Silent Auction, Raffl e, Food, Dancing with the Stars New 
Orleans Style
Tickets $40 in advance, $75 VIP (special viewing area)

Local celebrities pair up with Dance Quarter professionals 
in this Dancing with the Stars type event.  The winner is 
the dancer who raises the most funds for Bridge House / 
Grace House

Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament
Friday, September 28, 2012
English Turn Golf and Country Club
Tee Time 12:30PM
Registration and Lunch 11AM
Scramble Format
Players $175, Hole Sign $150
Foursome $700
Recovery Sponsorship $1,000
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Our primary goal is providing treatment and support to 
men and women suffering with alcohol or drug addiction 
in the south Louisiana region. We achieve good results by 
utilizing time-proven methods of gender-specifi c group and 
individual substance abuse counseling, rehabilitation and 
vocational training programs. Our primary strategic advan-
tage is derived from the many years of invaluable expertise 
and experience in our fi eld. We sustain our efforts through 
policies of strong fi scal management and by our ability to 
maintain the goodwill and support of many private individu-
als and government programs. We offer these services 
regardless of the ability to pay.
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