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Over my career at Bridge 
House / Grace House I have 
met so many courageous indi-
viduals who are seeking a so-
lution that will show them how 
to escape the torture of ad-
diction. From the outside they 
may seem to be self-centered, 
self-absorbed and egotistical. 
It is hard to understand that 
these traits are a manifesta-
tion of their disease of addic-
tion. If you have had personal 
experience with someone in 
active addiction, you may wonder if 
that person you used to know will ever 
resurface. They can, and they will if 
they can muster the courage to enter 
and stay in treatment. If you have not 
been personally touched by addiction 
in some way, your opinion may reflect 
something far more sinister about the 
alcoholic or addict.

There are many misconceptions about 

addiction.  I would like to share some 
of the myths and facts about addiction 

and treatment as identi-
fied by the United States 
Department of Health and 
Human Services1:  

Myth: Addiction is a bad 
habit, the result of moral 
weakness and overindul-
gence. 

Fact: Addiction can be a 
chronic, life-threatening 
condition, like athero-
sclerosis, hypertension 
or adult diabetes. Addic-

tion has roots in genetic susceptibility, 
social circumstance, and personal 
behavior. 

Myth: If an addicted person has 
enough willpower, he or she can stop 
abusing alcohol or other drugs. 

Fact: Most people addicted to alcohol 
and other drugs cannot simply stop 
using them, no matter how strong their 

inner resolve. Most need one 
or more courses of structured 
substance abuse treatment to 
reduce or end their dependence 
on alcohol and/or other drugs.

Myth: Many people relapse, 
so treatment obviously doesn’t 
work. 

Fact: Like virtually any other 
medical treatment, addiction 
treatment cannot guarantee 
lifelong health, although nearly 

By The Numbers   July 1- July 31, 2012

Calls for Help: 915

Daily Capacity: 210
These numbers reflect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

MYTH continued on p. 2

I can’t do this 
alone 
from a Bridge House alumnus

“I can’t do this alone.”  These five 
words comprise the realization that set 
into motion a transition that changed 
my life. Years of struggle, pain, and 
angst had whittled my resolve down 
to a low the likes of which I had not 
known possible. Before this, I fought a 
good fight. In doing so I caused myself 
years of pain. I fought everyone: pro-
fessionals, who suggested I receive 
help for my obvious addiction, family 
members who loved me when I was 
unable to love myself, employers who 
had to make business decisions that 
resulted in a series of terminations, 
the list goes on.

At thirty two years of age, homeless, 
now living in a 1973 Volkswagen 
Beetle was not part of my life’s plan. 
Yet, there I was, still fighting; now self 
was the only advisory. I was cornered 
and tired. I did not want life to be like 
this, and hated being terrified all the 
time. I was so tired of trying to get off 
these dammed pills on my own terms. 
Finally, surrender: “I can’t do this 
alone.”

Strength via surrender seems counter 
intuitive. However, that is exactly how 
it works. Stop fighting and work with 
others in order to reach a common 
goal: sobriety.  Yet unable to under-
stand this concept, I called Bridge 
House. I had acquired the telephone 

ALONE continued on p. 6

Myth vs. Fact
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Miracles Happen Here Every Day
Marketing Director

The Meditation for the Day for August 
15, 2012 in the Twenty-Four Hours a 
Day book reads:

“‘Where two or three are 
banded together, I will be 
there in the midst of them.’ 
When God finds two or 
three people in union, who 
only want His will to be 
done, who want only to 
serve Him, He has a plan 
that can be revealed to 
them. The grace of God 
can come to people who 
are together in one place 
with one accord. A union like this is 
miracle-working. God is able to use 
such people. Only good can come 
through such consecrated people, 
brought together in unified groups for 
a single purpose and of a single mind.”

This rings true at Bridge House / 
Grace House.  The environment here 
is not chaotic or even hostile, as one 
might imagine, but warm and inviting.  
Yes, some of our residents are brought 
to our doors in handcuffs.  Individuals 
seek our help from all walks of life and 
everyone is given a chance to recover 
here at Bridge House / Grace House.  
The progressive, pervasive and poten-
tially lethal disease known as addic-

tion is an equal opportunity destroyer.  
Some of our residents live on the 
streets for days, months even years 

before they come 
to us for help.  But, 
when these suffering 
individuals do finally 
walk through our 
doors there is usu-
ally an overwhelming 
sense of relief and 
hope that follows.  
It is this sense of 
hope that fosters the 
remarkably peace-
ful atmosphere of 

Bridge House / Grace House.

Bridge House / Grace House would 
like to invite our supporters (and 
skeptics) to experience this hope for 
themselves.  Every month, we will be 
offering an intimate (and delicious) 
meal with a few staff members and our 
CEO, Else Pedersen, and the oppor-
tunity to hear a story from one of our 
residents.

We would also like you to tour our 
new facility.   Without your support, 
this facility would not exist and so 
many more lives would be left un-
treated. We would like for you to see 
first-hand all the components that 
make our treatment center successful: 
the employees who love their work, 
the skilled counselors who help our 
residents process their behavior, and 
the residents who are learning to love 
themselves.  You will see the medi-
cal clinic, our dining hall, counselor’s 
offices, the well-kept living quarters, 
and the group rooms where residents 
let down their guard and share their 
experience strength and hope. We 
would like to show you the aspects 
of our intensive and highly structured 
program that helps our residents in all 

Kevin Gardere

Want a tax deduction? 
Got an old car? 

Donate your car today!
Call 504-598-3355

one-third of clients achieve abstinence from 
their first treatment attempt. Relapse, often 
a part of the recovery process, is always 
possible and treatable. Even if a person 
never achieves perfect abstinence, ad-
diction treatment can reduce the number 
and duration of relapses, minimize related 
problems such as crime and poor overall 
health, reduce impact of parental addiction 
on children, improve the individual’s and 
his or her family’s ability to function in daily 
life, and strengthen the individual’s ability 
to cope with the next temptation or craving. 
These improvements reduce the health, 
social, and economic costs of addiction.

When we view addiction as a medical prob-
lem that contributes to a social problem we 
become more sympathetic to the struggle 
that can ensue in seeking long term sobri-
ety.  How many of us have not followed a 
doctor’s instruction to lose weight or watch 
our diet for any number of health reasons. 
These struggles are reflective of the strug-
gles that an alcoholic or addict may have 
on the road to abstinence and ultimately a 
life of recovery. We know something is not 
good for us and yet we are drawn to that 
very thing. We realize that not everyone 
will achieve lifetime sobriety. We welcome 
those who struggle to return to treatment. 
We also know that by having that policy of 
“never give up” we have ultimately helped 
many into a lifetime of sobriety, benefitting 
not only them but their families and our 
community as well.            

With your continued support of Bridge 
House / Grace House we are able to offer 
the appropriate environment to meet and 
overcome these challenges.  With long term 
treatment we can actually accomplish the 
change in attitudes and behaviors that are 
necessary to win the war, not just the battle.

Thank you for the opportunity to carry out 
this important work.

Else Pedersen–CEO
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122
1http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/subabuse99/chap2.htm 

08.12.12
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Work Therapy 
From the Vocational Department

In the Therapeutic Community the 
job function is considered a privi-
lege. The Vocational Staff reinforces 
to the clients the idea that they are 
both providers and consumers. More 
specifically, peer job functions provide 
the opportunity for the clients to make 
a direct contribution to the life and, 
sometimes, the survival of the Com-
munity itself, and that each work site 
provides a means of contribution to 
the greater good of Bridge House / 
Grace House.  Thus, one of the goals 
of the Vocational Staff is to assist the 
clients in developing and embracing 
the concept that work is used to man-
age and to enhance the Bridge House 
/ Grace House Communities, as well 
as the one outside of the Therapeutic 
Community.

The Vocational Counselors utilize the 
job functions at the Work Sites to pro-
vide skills training and education; to 
identify behaviors, attitudes, and emo-
tional problem areas; to test the stabil-
ity of newly acquired changes; to take 
on more responsibility and demands 
which enhance the Therapeutic Com-
munity.  Through group and individual 
counseling sessions with the clients, 
the Vocational Staff deal with these 
issues on a daily basis.

“Work life and personal life are indivis-
ible; impediments to job performance 
and production are important indica-

Peer Support Groups
Bridge House Clinical Corner

The Bridge House Counseling Staff 
meets daily to discuss the issues 
concerning our residents. We cover all 
aspects of the treatment experience—
from the formation of strong-rooms, 
so newcomers have the resource of 
roommates with experience in the 
house, to a broad range of extracur-
ricular activities, to help them develop 
an effective recovery support network. 
The primary goal is to help our resi-
dents get into recovery and prevent 
relapse.  We are always looking for 
new ways to work toward our goal.

Program Development is our response 
to needs we find within our Therapeu-
tic Community.  In one of the meetings 
it occurred to staff that a substantial 
number of residents, who had com-
pleted the Bridge House program and 
successfully transitioned, remained 
engaged. Men who had transitioned 
were returning to attend Chip Night 
and going to the transitions of oth-
ers who were in treatment when they 
came through. A number of these 
gentlemen returned to help us with 
the Bridge House events. They came 
to the monthly picnics and socialized. 
They came to help with our Alumni 
Panel and some asked to share with 
the newest residents in Stabilization. 
Bridge House became a way that they 
do service which is now an important 
part of their ongoing recovery effort. 

It became obvious, they truly 
wanted to remain connected 
and help others here at Bridge 
House.
The staff looked for the best ways to 
create a win-win. We looked at the 
problem of relapse for so many indi-
viduals with addictive disorders. We 
do a great deal to work with our resi-
dents on the signs and symptoms of a 
pending relapse. We look at failure to 
follow directions, lack of gratitude, and 
the loss of contact with the recovery 
support network. In one of our meet-
ings, we realized that we could have 
individuals, who have transitioned and 
demonstrated active recovery, form a 
peer support group and talk through 
the issues with residents that did not 
remain sober after leaving treatment. 
There were so many people, who had 
transitioned and were willing to help, 
that we facilitated the formation of two 
groups. The groups are scheduled to 
meet on Mondays and Wednesdays; 
they selected names and created 
some structure with rules and assign-
ments. Each group meets once weekly 
and the groups have new residents 
begin to attend as they reenter treat-
ment. Both groups are facilitated by a 
handful of our Alumni.

We as a staff have elected to let this 
group be, by and for the guys, with 
the goal of getting into solid lasting 

WORK continued on p. 4PEER continued on p. 4
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Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Drive
New Orleans 70130        Metairie 70003                           
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a pickup call 
504-525-3130

I entered Bridge House looking for 
a way to stop.  Stop using drugs, I 
initially thought.  In reality, my drug 
use was only a symptom of my deeper 
problem: Myself.  Selfish.  Lost.  Fear-
ful.  At the age of 26, I was still wan-
dering through life with absolutely no 
direction, other than the next high that 
would distract me from my seemingly 
unsolvable and ever-expanding prob-
lems.  I just couldn’t deal with life as 
it was.  I was a vampire, leeching the 
life out of all those in my life who were 
foolish enough to love me.  Bridge 
House isn’t just teaching me how to 
stop using drugs; it’s reconnecting 
me with God and helping me find a 
new happiness helping other people 
instead of hurting them.  I’ve only been 
in the program for 2 months now, but 
I’ve already attained a peace of mind I 
never before thought possible.  I now 
have hope of realizing my potential 
and being comfortable in my own skin, 
rather than comfortably numb.

-John Michael W.

A new happi-
ness
From a current resident

Employers 
Wanted

If you are an employer or 
you know of an employer 
who is in need of good, 
dependable employees, 
please contact Leon at 
the Bridge House / Grace 
House Vocational Depart-
ment at (504) 821-7151 or 
lnaquin@bridgehouse.org.

tors of personal issues.”   This is a 
quote from Bridge House’s Work Ther-
apy Orientation and is the essence of 
Work Therapy.  The Work Sites are 
used to further the individual’s per-
sonal growth and socialization. The 
clients have an opportunity to serve 
the community, to learn specific skills, 
and to use work for personal growth 
and therapeutic change.  One specific 
area of change is assisting clients in 
developing a Work Ethic.  Most of the 
clients at Bridge House / Grace House 
struggle with this issue.  At the work 
sites clients learn to report to work 
on time, take scheduled breaks, and 
follow the rules of their work site and 
the instructions of the work supervisor.  
These are skills that our clients need 
to learn and to develop in order to 
succeed vocationally and personally.

Leon J. Naquin MS, LRC
Vocational Director
lnaquin@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7151

WORK continued from p. 3

recovery. We do not interfere with the 
subjects they discuss. We do check 
to make sure if people are asked to 
attend they attend and participate. We 
have not heard one single complaint 
and the feedback is wonderful. Some 
of our residents have shared how 
helpful working in the peer groups has 
been.  The groups are a favorite and 
we think they are really helping. Our 
next program will have Bridge House 
men, who have recently transitioned, 
talk in similar groups with men in early 
treatment. The goal will be to get the 
residents to stick, stay and complete 
treatment. The opportunity for mem-
bers of this Therapeutic Community 
to conduct meaningful conversations 
about the challenges and gifts of re-
covery is very special.

Jo E. Cohen LPC, LMFT, LAC, CCS
Bridge House Clinical Director
jcohen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7286

PEER continued from p. 3
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Second Annual Coat & Blanket 
Drive for the Homeless
in Memory of Richard M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie

Grace House Executive Director

Last October I re-
ceived a call from my 
good friend, Michele 
Hieger, about having 
an event in memory 
of my father, Richard 
M. “Buzzy” Gaiennie. 
She told me that she 
and David Toso were 
brainstorming about 
what they could do 
at David’s establish-
ment the night before 
Thanksgiving and 
they also wanted to make it an annual 
event. I was so overwhelmed by their 
kindness and thoughtfulness. 

Knowing my father, and thinking of 
what he would have liked, I recom-
mended a coat drive for the home-
less. My father was always concerned 
about the homeless population in 
our city and much of his lifework 
was spent working on the problem 
of homelessness. Our plans were to 
have it the night before Thanksgiv-
ing, but it was much more than a one 
day event. The 2011 Bridge House / 
Grace House Coat and Blanket Drive 
for the Homeless was a huge success. 
Individuals, companies and groups all 
wanted to know what they could do to 
participate in the coat drive. It turned 
out to be a coat and blanket drive 
as these are two items that are very 
needed by the homeless population 
especially during the winter months. 

The momentum built and fliers were 
hung in businesses and people 
were bringing coats and blankets 
for the homeless to our two thrift 
stores. 

Our Thrift Store, located at 1160 
Camp Street, gives out clothing, 
coats and blankets to the home-
less every Tuesday, Thursday 
and on Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. The needs of the home-
less are so great that we plan to 
continue our coat and blanket 
drive this fall and winter. 

You can participate by dropping off 
coats and blankets for the homeless 
at our two thrift stores at 1160 Camp 
Street between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 7901 
Airline Drive between 10 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Please let us know if your company or 
business would like to participate, and 
we can get you some fliers to post. 
Thank you for joining us in our work. I 
will end with one of my father’s favorite 
quotes: 

Sharing your bread with the hungry,
Sheltering the oppressed & homeless,
Clothing the naked when you see 
them, And not turning your back on 
your own.
   Isaiah 58.7 

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11

I really needed 
help
From a current resident

I’m a divorced mother of one, and my 
addiction with alcohol began at the 
age of 16. It slowly progressed to other 
drugs and eventually my life started to 
spin out of control. For a while, I was a 
functioning alcoholic/addict, but it was 
only a matter of time before it all would 
catch up with me. I was lying and 
cheating and doing things I’d never 
do sober, just to get high. Then at 36, 
living alone with my 4 year old daugh-
ter, my addiction took control. I lost my 
job and realized I really needed help 
before I lost my daughter, my home, 
my car, and my life.

Grace House was recommended 
to me by a good friend and also my 
therapist. Since arriving here, I have 
learned so much about my disease 
of addiction and also about myself. 
My self-esteem and self-confi-
dence has continued to rise more 
and more each day. Without the help 
and care of Grace House and staff, I 
know my life would have continued to 
spin out of control. Thanks to Grace 
House I will be able to get a new job, 
get help with obtaining housing for my-
self and my daughter, and, most of all, 
have a clean, sober, and healthy life. 
For that, I will always be grateful.

Nicole M.

Michelle Gaiennie 
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Hepatitis C 
and Substance 
Abuse
Grace House Clinical Corner

A diagnosis of hepatitis C is most 
clients’ reality at Grace House. Most 
of our clients come in with no symp-
toms but through routine physicals and 
blood work receive the news of being 
diagnosed with the most prevalent 
blood-borne infection in the United 
States. Now sober, a few clients do 
experience symptoms such as fatigue 
and muscle aches. These symptoms 
only increase their feelings of guilt and 
shame about using drugs and alcohol 
and serve as a constant reminder that 
their bodies have been neglected.

Clients have reported that they knew 
they were infected with HCV by shar-
ing dirty needles. A client stated, “I 
would tell people I was infected with 
hepatitis C but they were desperate to 
use and didn’t care”. 

Educating clients about hepatitis C 
and other women’s health issues is 
very important to us because the ma-
jority of our clients have allowed their 
drug use to dramatically affect their 
health. Many do not know about the 
risks of getting hepatitis due to injec-
tion drug use, how the virus is spread, 
tests for hepatitis, and other factors 
such as alcohol use that can affect 
how the virus damages the liver.  We 
provide clients with education informa-
tion that explores every aspect of hep-
atitis C: diagnosis, symptoms, treat-
ment and its side effects, and lifestyle 
issues specific to people in recovery 
from chemical addiction.  Through 
education and counseling clients gain 
an even greater understanding of the 
importance of their recovery.

Jennifer Gros MS, CI 
Grace House Clinical Director
jgros@gracehouseneworleans.org
504-899-2423 ext 14

Special Thanks

Many thanks to Shell for donat-
ing 99 mattresses to be used in 
our programs and sold in our 
Thrift Stores! 
We greatly appreciate your 
contribution!
Do you have something you 
want to donate? Call 525.3130.

aspects of life, not only their addiction. 
Once you have seen Bridge House / 
Grace House up close and personal, 
you will leave with this overwhelming 
sense of joy in that you are supporting 
such a worthy cause. 

We would like to share the miracle of 
Bridge House / Grace House with you.

For your convenience we have two 
tour times available every month:

• The second to last Thursday of every 
month (usually 3rd or 4th Thursday) 
breakfast will be served from 7:30am 
to 8:15 am, with a tour following.

• The last Thursday of every month a 
luncheon will be served from 11:30am 
to 12:15pm with a tour following.

Please contact me to reserve your 
spot or for further information.

If these two times do not work for you, 
but you would like to experience this 
informational session and tour, please 
contact me to schedule a visit.

Kevin Gardere
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

MIRACLES continued from p. 2

number by reaching out to my par-
ents. It was my first ever call for help. 
They had known someone who had 
gone through the program and was 
doing well. Thus, I surrendered to the 
care and protection that Bridge House 
provides. 

During my year of treatment I worked 
with peers, made friends, and received 
counseling. I began to work a pro-
gram, the same program I work today. 
I began to set goals for my personal 
and spiritual advancement. The key 
here was that I was not alone. During 
the year my thinking began to change. 
For the first time in years I felt hope.
Though cliché, quitting drugs and alco-
hol is not the hardest part; maintaining 
sobriety is. Had I not been in Bridge 
House, I feel that I would not have 
been able to achieve this. Life goes 
on after sobriety is acquired, as well 
as all the pitfalls that come with it. The 
program provided by Bridge House es-
tablished a blueprint for daily personal 
maintenance that I continue to practice 
today. I still strive to improve.

Having just reached five years so-
ber, my life is quite different from the 
aforementioned period. I have true 
friends. My family is an enormous part 
of my life again. I reach out to others. 
I have worked the same job for over 
two years now, and have even gone 
back to college. I will graduate with a 
degree in geology this coming May. 
However this is small compared to the 
fact that I did not have to take pills to 
make it through the day. I know joy. 
It has been quite a journey; one that 
I did not take alone. I know gratitude. 
That is exactly what I feel regarding 
Bridge House, for proving to me that I 
never had to be alone again.

-Jon

ALONE continued from p. 1
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19th Annual Christmas in July
From the Income Development 
Director

On Sunday July 29, 2012 Bridge 
House / Grace House hosted our 19th 
Annual Christmas in July dinner for 
the homeless and indigent.  Over 600 
people were treated to a delicious 
dinner of turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, vegetables, salad and des-
sert.  Our good friend Jerry Amato, of 
Mother’s Restaurant, was responsible 
for donating the turkeys and veg-
etables and preparing the delicious 
food.  We appreciate all that he did for 
the event.  The Bridge House / Grace 
House Thrift Store was on hand to 
donate clothing and toiletries to those 
that attended.

It was a hot summer day, but Bridge 
House / Grace House was able to pro-
vide a few treats to help everyone for-
get the heat and enjoy the festivities.  
Over 150 volunteers helped set-up, 
serve, clean-up, and distribute clothing 
and toiletries.  All of this made Christ-
mas in July an event to remember.

Thank you to the volunteers, donors, 
Bridge House / Grace House staff and 

residents, our Thrift Store and every-
one that helped with Christmas in July.  
Bridge House / Grace House will host 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day 
dinners for the homeless and indi-
gent this year.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for either of the dinners, 
please contact Joe Pitman at 504-821-
7288 or jpitman@bridgehouse.org.

Wayne Olivio 
wolivio@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7135

Volunteers Serving Meals

A Patron Enjoying Dinner

In Kind Donors 
Astor Crowne Plaza
Bee Sweet Cupcakes
Big Shot RC Beverage Company, Inc.
Capdeboscq Catering Service
Casey Jones Supermarket
Chef Paul Prudhomme’s Magic Sea-
soning Blends
Chisesi Bros. Meat Packing Co.
Domino Sugar
F. Christiana & Co., Inc.
Langenstein’s SuperMarket
Mother’s Restaurant
Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Department
Starbucks Coffee Company
Total Health Solutions

A donation was 
made in Memory 
or Honor of:
Adam & Perrin Family
Albert Charlton
Albert J. Greffenius
Alfred Harris
Alma Malacker Bear
Barbara Baye
Barbara Gaiennie
Betty E. Smith
Bonnie Lynch
Brent A. Deykin
Capt. Gordon Greene
Chuck Zatarain
Cindy Schoenberger
Donald S. Bordelon
Dr. Jack P. Ruli
Dr. T. Alferez
Dr. Michael Lechleiter, D.C.
Elisabeth Ainsworth Rareshide
Emily K. and Danny V.
Fredrick M. Stouder, Jr.
Gerald M. Dillon
Harry S. Redmon, III
Herman Ernest
James Kain
Jeff Winn
Jeffrey L. Thieson
Jesselyn Benson Zurik
Kelly Curry
Larry Breaux
Lauren E. Selenberg
Marcus and Joanna Tonguis
Matt LaGrazie
Michael Dillenkoffer
Michael Piazza
Mrs. Elisabeth A. Rareshide
Our Military Service Men & Women
Paul Thibodeaux
Paul V. Pedersen
Rita Binder
Richard “Buzzy” Gaiennie
Robert Hebert
Steven E. Peterson
Sue Sustendal
Tanna C. Ripple
Vivian R. McLain
William P. “Bill” Donley, Sr.
Zannie “Johnny” Degrusha
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Platinum Sponsors
Whitehouse & Schapiro, LLC
Whitman Family Foundation

Gold Sponsors
Boh Brothers Construction
Crescent Bank and Trust
Crosby Tugs, Inc
Entergy
Wally Pontiff, Jr. Foundation

Silver Sponsors
Aaron’s
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Co.
Carrollton Group
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Evans Landscaping
H. Rocker Electric
Harrah’s New Orleans
Jos. R. Labadot Inc
Laitram
Pellerin Laundry Machinery Sales
Peoples Health
Postlethwaite & Netterville
Shell New Orleans Federal Credit 
Union
tigerdroppings.com
Verges Rome Architects, APAC

Bronze Sponsors
Abita Brewing Company
Moses Engineers
Richard Vallon
River Parish Disposal
Vinson Guard Service, Inc
Waldemar S. Nelson and Company, 
Inc.
Wegmann Dazet & Company
Woodward Design+Build

Partner Sponsors
Bill’s Auto Parts Inc
Faux Pas Prints
Gateway Mattress Co., Inc.
Innovative Turbine Aircraft Solutions, 
LLC
Jackson Lewis LLP
JC Consulting Ventures, LLC
Kenneth Gregory
Resource Bank

Mr. Legs XII
From the Income Development 
Director

Over 700 people came to see the 12th 
annual Mr. Legs contest—a different 
kind of pageant.  
It was an evening 
of food, entertain-
ment, music, and 
of course a rather 
strange, bizarre 
and quite unforget-
table spectacle.  It 
all took place on 
Saturday July 14, 
2012 at Genera-
tions Hall in New 
Orleans’ Ware-
house District.

The contestants 
featured a crazy 
cheerleader, an 
unusual cowboy turned wrestler (The 
Heartbreak Kid), a frustrated Carrie 
Underappreciated with a bat, Ernes-
tine Josephine K-Doe (don’t ask), 
Fog Horn Leg Horn, two zany police-
man, another rather strange cowboy, 
front man for LMAFO, exercise guru 
Richard Simmons, the Tootsie Roll 
guy and a special appearance by her 
Royal Majesty The Queen of England.  
These contestants dared to culminate 
their fundraising efforts with a run-way 
exposition and did not fail to entertain.

The results of this wacky contest were 
the following: Skinniest Legs - Blake 
Poole, Hairiest Legs - Ryan 
Schilleci, Sexiest Legs - Karl 
Lehmann, Best Costume - Steve 
Carnes, Best Performance - 
Thom Ainsworth, Pigmentally 
Challenged - Dr. Arthur Caire, 
2nd Runner-up - Jonathan 
Porter, Runner-up - Roberto 
Espinoza (Mr. Legs XI), Mr. Legs 
XII - Ryan Schilleci.  

The winner of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place are determined by the 

amount of money raised by each.  
The other winners are selected by the 
judges.

Mr. Legs XII was a huge success.  
This year we topped all 
other Mr. Legs events 
raising the most money 
ever to support our sub-
stance abuse treatment 
program at Bridge House / 
Grace House.  Our com-
mittee and all the wonder-
ful contestants are to be 
congratulated for a job well 
done.  Thank you! Thank 
you!  Thank you! 

Our sincerest thanks go to 
our MC’s Laura Buchtel 
and Mike Hoss of WWL-
TV and to the judges: Jodi 
Borrello—Comedian, 

Sheba Turk—WWL-TV, and Mike 
Theis—WGNO-TV.  We can’t forget 
the lovely and talented Muff-a-Lottas 
for their performances to open the 
show and after intermission.  

Many thanks to all that supported our 
Mr. Legs XII event.  We appreciate 
your support to help Bridge House / 
Grace House with our mission.

Mark your calendar for Mr. Legs XIII 
– Saturday, July 13, 2013 at Genera-
tions Hall.  We’ll see you there!

Wayne Olivio 
wolivio@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7135

Steve Carnes as Queen Elizabeth II

Mr. Legs XII: Ryan Schilleci
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Mr. Legs XII In Kind Donors

Thanks for your support!

A L Lowe Picture Frames
Andrea’s Restaurant
Arts & Eyes
Astor Crowne Plaza
Audubon Nature Institute
Audubon Park Golf Course
Baskin Robbins
Bayona Restaurant
Beau Chene Country Club
Beau Rivage Resort & Casino
Beckham’s Bookshop
Big Shot RC Beverage Com-
pany, Inc.
Bistro Daisy
Body Bistro Spa & Salon
Bud’s Broiler
Cafe’ Carmo
Cafe Degas
Cakebread Cellars
Capdeboscq Catering Service

Carol Robinson Gallery
Casell Gallery
Center for Longevity & Well-
ness
Chamain O’Mahony

Chosen Cakes and Caterers
Chris Owen’s Club
Clancy’s Restaurant

Copeland’s of New Orleans 
(Harvey)

Copeland’s of New Orleans 
(Kenner)
Corner Cafe
Court of Two Sisters
The Crabnet
Creole Country Sausage 
Factory
Crescent Pie and Sausage
DK Clay
Driscoll Antiques, Restora-
tion & Design
Embodyment Salon & Spa
Five Happiness Restaurant
Flaming Torch
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Haydel’s Bakery
Hemline
Honey Baked Ham
Hotel Monteleone

Isabellas Pizzeria
Jacques-Imo Cafe, Inc.
James Frederick
James Garcia
Jay Schwall

Jean Therapy
Jefferson Performing Arts 
Society

Joey K’s Restaurant & Bar
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
Kidsports Family Fun & Fitness
Koz’s
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
La Chemical Dismantling Com-
pany, Inc.
La Divina Gelateria, LLC
La Madeleine
Los Sombreros
Louisiana Children’s Museum
Louisiana Philharmonic Or-
chestra
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen Up-
town
Louisiana State Museum
Maple Street Books
Mike’s on the Avenue
Montrel’s Bistro
Muriel’s Restaurant
Nancy J. Iovino
Napoleon House Bar & Cafe
National WWll Museum
New Orleans Hornets
New Orleans Museum of Art
New Orleans School of Cook-

ing
No Bull Barbecue
Octavia Books
The Old Coffee Pot Restaurant
One Restaurant
Outback Steak House
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
Patio Drugs
Pigeon Caterer’s
Planet Beach
Preservation Hall
Pyramid’s Cafe
Queen on the Scene
Redemption Restaurant
Rosemary Donnelly
Royal House Oyster Bar & 
Restaurant
Salu
Southern Oaks Plantation
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stonebridge Country Club
Torino Leather Co.
Vincent’s Italian Cuisine
Walker’s Barbecue
Wirthmore Antiques
Yvonne LaFleur

Mr. Legs Co-Chairs 
Heather Evans and Karen Tipton

WWL-TV’s Mike Hoss and 
Laura Buchtel

Thom Ainsworth Won Best 
Performance
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A.P. Marullo
Alan and Sue Nash
Albert and Meredith Schick
Alden J. Heaphy, III
American Defense Services, Inc.
Andrea Poirier
Anna Leggio
Anne N. Cutrer
Arch and Carrie Thieson
Barbara Bush
Barton W. Longman
Bernice D. Junge
Beth Fussell
Beverly Howze
Bill and Kathy Hornsby
Bobby and Jennifer Midkiff
Brenda D. Connolly
Brent Haskins
Brian Greffenius
Bruce A. Canedo
Bryan K. Eichhorn
Burkhardt’s Air Conditioning & 
Heating Co.
C.G. Melville, Jr.
Carl J. Eberts
Carla Seyer and Mark T. Winter
Carole Farley Watch Systems 
LLC
Carolynn S. Simon
Catherine M. Maleckar
Charles and Carol Smith
Charles Early
Charles W. Manning
Christopher Praylo
Cindi Lanza
Cindy Dean
Cliff and Linda Giffin
Dagmar M. Foley
Dale & Patricia Misiek
Danelle Crowson-Waisley
Darnell Shuart
David and Catherine Maleckar
David and Sindy Clarkson
Debora Holmes
Deep South Retail Bakers of 
America
Denzil Keith Blackman
Diane Wyckoff Edwards
Doctors Imaging Services

Dominic S. Arcuri
Donald Baye
Donald E. Mckay
Donald Murphy
Dotti Foulon
Dr. Augustin Suarez
Dr. Beverly Howze
Earl LaGraize
Ed Schaumburg
Edward & Lucille Dillenkoffer
Edward and Carolyn Ruppert
Eileen & Frank Avery
Elaine Simkins-Reneau
Elisabeth A. Rareshide
Elizabeth M. Easley
Ella Beck
Else K. Pedersen
Eric Odom
Frank M. Rose
French Market Restaurant, Inc.
Gail King
Gary P. McCarthy
Gaynelle D. St. Julien
George S. Mentz
George T. Wilkerson
Gloria A. Cheatham
Goux Enterprises, Inc. 
H.M. Favrot, Jr.
Hanry W. Tatje
Harvey A. Gabert
Henry & Marie Garon
Honey Baked Ham-Northshore
Inez Damare Maxwell
James A. Miller
James Houston
James Monaghan Jr.
Janet R. Clark
JD Hunter
Jo Tyler
Joan Farabaugh
John & Carolyn Grandolfo
John & Joy Naylon
John & Mary Paplovich
John and Holly Clement
John Goodman
John P. Sapir
John Ricciardi
John W. Vincent
Jon Swift

Jonathan C. McCall
Jose’ and Darlene Fernandez
Josie Degrusha
Julee LaPorte
Julia H. LeBlanc
Justin and Gwen Sullivan
Karen G. Selenberg
Karen K. Morrison
Karen K. Rejma
Karin M. Heausler
Karolyn K. Westervelt
Katherine Eigher
Kathleen Morian
Kelley MonTreuil
Koeppel Traylor LLC
Krewe of Isis
Krista F. Dumas
Larry N. Buras
LeBlanc and Schuster Public 
Relations
Legacy Investment Strategies
Leidenheimer Baking Co., Ltd.
Lucille Walker
Lynne Poissenot
Marcia Mackay
Marco & Joyce Galaverna
Margaret Ruli
Marian Johnson
Marietta Smith Greene
Mark & Carla Webster
Marsha G. Spilmann
Martin MacDiarmid, III
Mary E. Arceneaux
Mary Jo Lovie Roberts
Mary Lynn Leach
Mary Vastola
Mercedes J. Bardell
Merrill & Lynn Johnson
Michael A. Bernstein
Michael Hecker
Michael J. Toso
Michael J. Valenti
Mickey Lockwood
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbert Black
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Magill
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl E. Stouder
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Schon-
berg

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Canik
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Black
Mrs. J. Taylor
Mrs. Karolyn K. Westervelt
Mrs. Rodney J. Estrada
Ms. Dagmar Foley
Ms. Elisabeth Rareshide
Ms. Mary Delatte
Nancy E. Salathe
Nathalie and Andy Hammer
Nathalie Culotta
Nelda M. Price
Oliver & Susan Delery
Pam Turner
Pat Blanchard
Patricia A. Perrin
Patricia and Jimmey L. Jones
Patricia Z. Jones
Patrick M. Schott
Patti Curry
Patti Daigle
Paul and Jenny Ramoni
Paul, Sue and Chris Hasney
Paula L. Maher
Peggy J. Reed
Philip L. Haik, Jr., APC
Rebecca Roniger
Rene Nadeau
Ronald D. Leblanc
Samuel & Betty Bird
Sarah Burnette
Shannon Ryerson
Shirley and John Muhleisen
Shirley H. Hyde
Stan Chiocchio
Stephen Cranford
Susan and Jimmy Gundlach
Terry Parkway Animal Clinic
The Jodi Power Team
Thomas G. Moran
Tiffany Wicker
Tiffany’s
Timothy & Terri Richard
Tommy and Marie Russo
Walton D. Sanchez
Warren & Carolyn Darby
Wiliam W. Waring
William E. Laudeman

Memorial & Honor Donors
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For more information on any upcoming event contact: Wayne Olivio at 504-821-7135 or
wolivio@bridgehouse.org or visit www.bridgehouse.org/events

Upcoming Events

Celebrity Waiters VI
Tuesday, November 13, 2012
Hyatt Regency New Orleans--Empire IV Room
11AM-2PM
Emcee Bob Breck from Fox 8
Silent Auction, Raffle, and Lunch Served by Local Celebs
Individual Reservation $75, Sponsorship Levels begin at $750

Local celebrities try their hand at serving lunch.

Tree of Recovery
Friday, December 7, 2012

Lakeside Shopping Center
Begins at 11AM

Led by emcee Norman Robinson, the celebration will feature a tree with 
ornaments honoring those who ultimately benefit from the process of re-

covery and those we remember. Also, there will be holiday songs from the 
Bridge House and Grace House choirs, remarks from Bridge House / Grace 

House representatives and residents, and light refreshments. 

Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament
Friday, September 28, 2012

English Turn Golf and Country Club
Tee Time 12:30PM

Registration and Lunch 11AM
Scramble Format

Players $175, Hole Sign $150
Foursome $700

Recovery Sponsorship $1,000

Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars III
Saturday, September 22, 2012
Generations Hall
6-10PM
Silent Auction, Raffle, Food, Dancing with the Stars New Orleans 
Style
Tickets $40 in advance, $75 VIP (special viewing area)

Local celebrities pair up with Dance Quarter professionals in this 
Dancing with the Stars type event.  The winner is the dancer who 
raises the most funds for Bridge House / Grace House.
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The mission of Bridge House / Grace House is 
to provide gender specific treatment to men and 
women who have become dependent on alcohol 
or drugs so that they may lead sober and produc-
tive lives.

Long-term residential services are offered in an 
atmosphere that promotes dignity, honor and 
respect. These services are offered regardless of 
one’s ability to pay.
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