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 Else Pedersen

Else Pedersen CEO
As 2013 becomes immersed in the 
holiday season and year’s end, we must 
take this opportunity to express 
our deep gratitude for all of the 
blessings we have received 
and hopefully conveyed to 
those we serve. Our heartfelt 
thanks are particularly directed 
to all of you in the community. 
Your contributions throughout 
the year allow us to maintain 
our services at their current 
levels—providing treatment to 
literally hundreds of alcohol-
ics and addicts each year. We 
could not accomplish this with-
out you as a part of the extended family 
of donors and volunteers who support 
Bridge House / Grace House throughout 
the year.   

Addiction does not take a break for the 
holidays—it is an emotionally charged 
time of year. This can be challenging for 
anyone, but for the alcoholic or addict, 

particularly those new to a recovering 
life, it can be particularly overwhelm-
ing. Bridge House / Grace House offers 

guidance to our clients 
that helps them to prepare 
for what challenges the 
holidays may bring to their 
desire to be clean and so-
ber. It is important for them 
to avoid high risk situations, 
not to isolate and use a 
support system that will re-
inforce their commitment to 
recovery. Additionally, they 
must practice and apply the 
principles of recovery.

The foundation of recovery 
at Bridge House / Grace House is the 12 
Step Program of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
These steps are used for recovery from 
all mood altering substances. The steps 
are somewhat modified to be used in 
fellowships other than Alcoholics Anony-
mous such as Narcotics Anonymous 
and Cocaine Anonymous. The journey 

of the steps is one of personal 
discovery including acknowl-
edgement of powerlessness 
over mood altering substances, 
acceptance of a power greater 
than oneself, acceptance of the 
past with responsibility to make 
amends and moving forward on 
a lifelong spiritual journey. The 
message of the hope and joy 
of recovery as well as being of 
service to others is at the core 

By The Numbers   July 1-Sept. 31, 2013

Calls for Help: 2,851

Daily Capacity: 212
These numbers reflect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

GIFT continued on p. 2

I was lost and 
broken
from a Grace House alumna

Today I am in able to give back to the 
place that turned my life around. I am 
grateful to be in a position to see where I 
was and where I am today, and I am com-
pletely amazed.

Five years ago, I entered Grace House 
broken and completely lost—I had no 
idea just how bad.  Although I was bro-
ken, there was room for hope to come in 
through the cracks.  I am thankful to have 
had hope.  Although I had a lovely home 
and a wonderful daughter, I did not realize 
how lost I was.  I was just an empty shell 
of a person just going through the motions 
of everyday life.  One day, it was all taken 
away: my job, my home, and my daughter.  
I was told I needed to find help and given a 
list with Grace House’s name on it. When I 
entered into the house, I was lost and bro-
ken. I am forever grateful for the counsel-
ors and staff who have seen through all my 
bull and showed me a new way of living. 

Today, I am able to be a part of that place 
that gave me hope back.  Today I have a 
loving relationship with my nine year old 
daughter.  I am able to have loving and 
healthy relationships.  Today I am in a 
place that keeps me grounded.  I am get 
to be there for the broken, lost soul that 
comes through the doors and let them 
know there is hope in the cracks. Thank 
you to everyone who has challenged me to 
be the best me I could ever be.

Kathleen A.

A Gift Beyond Measure
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Executive Director of Clinical Ser-
vices Bridge House / Grace House

We are pleased 
to report to you 
that Bridge House 
/ Grace House 
has been accred-
ited for a period 
of three years 
for its residential 
substance abuse 
treatment pro-
grams. This is 
the first accredi-
tation that the 
international accrediting body, CARF, 
has awarded to Bridge House / Grace 
House. 

By pursuing and achieving accredita-
tion, Bridge House / Grace House has 
demonstrated that it meets internation-
al standards for quality and is commit-
ted to pursuing excellence. 

This accreditation decision represents 
the highest level of accreditation that 
can be awarded to an organization and 
shows our organization’s substantial 
conformance to the CARF standards. 
An organization receiving a Three-Year 
Accreditation has put itself through a 
rigorous peer review process. It has 
demonstrated to a team of surveyors 
during an on-site visit its commitment 
to offering programs and services that 
are measurable, accountable, and of 
the highest quality. 

Bridge House / Grace House is a 
nonprofit organization that has been 
providing residential substance abuse 
treatment in the New Orleans area 
since 1957. 

CARF is an independent, nonprofit 
accrediting body whose mission is to 

promote the quality, value, 
and optimal outcomes of ser-
vices through a consultative 
accreditation process that 
centers on enhancing the 
lives of the persons served. 
Founded in 1966 as the 
Commission on Accreditation 
of Rehabilitation Facilities, 
and now known as CARF 
International, the accrediting 
body establishes consumer-
focused standards to help or-

ganizations measure and improve the 
quality of their programs and services. 

We would welcome an opportunity to 
further acquaint you with our services 
and respond to your questions. We 
believe our organization is a valuable 
asset, and our CARF accreditation 
underscores our commitment to the 
community we serve. 

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@gracehouseneworleans.org 
504.899.2423 Ext 11

Michelle Gaiennie 

Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF): 
Announcing a CARF Three-Year Accreditation

of sustained recovery.    

The Prayer of St. Francis has been inte-
grated into the 12 Step literatures as an ex-
pression of the 11th Step: “Sought through 
prayer and meditation to improve our con-
scious contact with God as we understood 
Him, praying only for knowledge of His will 
for us and the power to carry that out.” As 
the recovering person enters challenging 
situations he or she might use this prayer 
to express inner acceptance, compassion 
and humility, particularly at this time of year. 
Recovering or not, we can all apply these 
principles when facing difficult situations.      

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is error, truth;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, Grant that I may not so 
much seek

To be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life.

Thank you for your support of Bridge House 
/ Grace House. There will be many individu-
als and families that will have their best 
holidays in a long time having experienced 
the opportunity to discover the miracle of 
recovery. Your generous gifts of support are 
beyond measure. Happy Holidays!

Else Pedersen MBA, LAC
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

GIFT continued from p. 1

Want a tax deduction? 
Got an old car? 

Donate your car today!
Call 504-598-3355



End of Year Giving
From the Marketing Department

During this time of year you may 
receive many invitations to support 
organizations working to improve our 
community. Bridge 
House / Grace House 
also invites you to in-
vest in our work in the 
community. Instead of 
droning on with facts 
about how every $1 
spent on substance 
abuse treatment 
saves $4 to $7 on 
criminal justice costs, 
we’re going to let our 
residents speak for themselves. Your 
donations to Bridge House / Grace 
House can save lives. Here are stories 
of individuals who have already been 
given new hope:

I reached a point of hopelessness 
and misery before I came into Bridge 
House. I would pray every night that I 
wouldn’t wake up the next morning. I 
was consumed by anger, fear, resent-
ment, guilt and shame. I felt that I was 
in this never ending cycle of failure 
and defeat. So I attempted suicide. 
God watching over me, I didn’t suc-
ceed. I decided to give life one more 
chance. Bridge House has helped me 
restore the relationship with my family, 
led me to a relationship with God and 
has taught me how to trust in what’s 
other than myself. I have choices now 
and look forward to what life has to 
offer.

29 year old Bridge House resident

In my addiction I hated life, I didn’t 
enjoy anything anymore. I also didn’t 
have a relationship with my daughter 
or my family anymore. Now in recov-
ery I’ve gotten everything back and 
more! I’m getting full custody back and 

now I can deal with the stress of life 
without drinking.

 21 year old Grace House resident 

Before I found Bridge 
House, I was miser-
able, depressed, 
broke, and isolated. 
Since Bridge House I 
am happier, less down 
and have scores of 
friends who are work-
ing toward the same 
goal as I am. Unfortu-
nately, so far I’m still 
broke.

63 year old Bridge House resident

When I was in my addiction I just 
existed, now I have meaning to my life 
and something to live for. I don’t feel 
empty inside anymore, that void inside 
me is slowly being filled everyday with 
recovery. Before I was a miserable 
hopeless person and now I can actu-
ally say I’m becoming happy, joyous 
and free.

22 year old Grace House resident 

We can’t thank you enough for see-
ing hope in those who feel hopeless. 
Please consider including Bridge 
House / Grace House in your end of 
year giving so that we can continue to 
provide integral services to those who 
have not yet found hope. Thank you.

Kevin Gardere
Marketing Director
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

Anne Springer
Associate Marketing Director
aspringer@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7134

Kevin Gardere & Anne Springer

SPOTLIGHT continued on p. 9
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Volunteer 
Spotlight: 
Darlene Wapegan
Bridge House / Grace House is gratified 
to have the support of an engaged com-
munity. Each year, hundreds of individuals 
volunteer with us in some capacity. Indeed, 
so much of the work we do is enhanced 
by volunteer endeavors that we decided it 
was time to shine some light back on their 
work. This newsletter’s volunteer spotlight 
shines brightly on Darlene Wapegan. 

Ms. Wapegan has been volunteering 
with Bridge House / Grace House for the 
last seven years. She serves on several 
fundraising event committees including: 
The Recycled Fashion Show, Cochon 
Cotillion, Mr. Legs, and Rockin’ with the 
NOLA Stars. The role of these commit-
tees is to create the flow of the event, 
and to solicit sponsorships, auction items, 
and restaurant participation. Because of 
Ms. Wapegan’s long-term involvement, 
she has a more specialized role on these 
committees: she coordinates all volunteers 
the night of each event. With grace under 
pressure and a never ending smile, Ms. 

Darlene Wapegan
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The Impact of 
Student Interns
From the Vocational Department

For several years, the Vocational 
Department at Bridge House / Grace 
House has been honored to provide 
internship supervision to Master’s-level 
students from the LSU Health Scienc-
es Center Department of Rehabilita-
tion Counseling.  Currently in supervi-
sion are two students – one serving 
the male population at Bridge House, 
and one serving the female population 
at Grace House.  The students will 
complete their internships at Bridge 
House / Grace House in December 
2013 and will continue their stud-
ies until their anticipated graduation 
date of May 2014.  Upon completion 
of their studies, the students will be 
well-prepared for a rewarding career 
as vocational counselors in a variety of 
practice settings.  The interns perform 
a variety of tasks including facilitating 
twice-weekly work therapy groups, 
conducting individual counseling 
sessions, holding weekly orientation 
groups, writing case notes, attending 
treatment team staff meetings, com-
pleting state mandated assessments, 
and assisting clients with a variety of 
individualized needs.  Through the 
exposure to real-life clients and situa-
tions, the interns learn vital counseling 
skills and techniques such as active 
listening, empathy, positive regard, 
supportive confrontation, and summa-
rization.  Bridge House / Grace House 

The Holiday Season
Bridge House Clinical Corner

From Thanksgiving through Easter there 
will be events that will pose challenges for 
people who are new to recovery. Some of 
the people we work with do not remem-
ber a holiday that did not involve the use 
of a mood altering substance. It can be 
hard for them to imagine how to watch a 
football game without drinking. The New 
Year is a time that many people just expect 
everyone to be drinking before they bring 
in the New Year with a toast. Mardi Gras 
is known as the time to let it all hang out 
before Lent; it is the biggest free show 
on earth in “The City that Care Forgot”. I 
have heard this time of year referred to 
as “Storm Season” and it is best to be 
prepared when there are storms in the 
forecast.  

It is said that every expectation is connect-
ed to a resentment, and I can see how that 
happens a great deal during the holidays. 
Millions of advertising dollars are spent 
each year to get people to buy the dream 
of a happy holiday experience with friends 
and family.  The holidays can be the best 
of times if we all change some of our think-
ing.  The reality is that people are compli-
cated, families have histories that can be 
very different from the way we would wish 
them to be, and healing takes some time.  

People in recovery are encouraged to 
make a gratitude list and families could 
really benefit from this particular practice. 
It will be a blessing that you can sleep a 
little easier knowing that your loved one is 
working on his or her recovery. It will be a 
blessing that your family will have some 
time together that is not overshadowed 

by dealing with the problems of addiction.  
It is a blessing that through commitment 
and hard work on everyone’s part that you 
can once again hope.  It is a blessing that 
in some small way you have your loved 
one back as your spouse, your child, your 
sibling, or your parent; present and with 
you again. 

If you can allow those blessings to stand 
alone and just be grateful, you will enjoy 
true contentment in the holiday season. It 
takes a long time for people in treatment to 
truly understand the impact of their addic-
tion on the people they love. Denial makes 
it hard to understand powerlessness and 
the lack of manageability, and it is not until 
someone has some solid sober time and 
experience that they appreciate how diffi-
cult family life became.  They cannot erase 
the past and can never say “I’m sorry” 
enough to fix the history. 

Everyone needs to count the blessing that 
is today and decide to move forward in 
the process. Living in this moment that is 
healthy and much closer to happiness is 
very important. Every day sober honors 
a past your loved ones will work toward 
“making right” with humility, kindness, and 
an ongoing effort to do the next right thing. 
Time together with loved ones will be ex-
ceptional if you enter the “Storm Season” 
with gratitude and a willingness to stay in 
this good moment.

Jo E. Cohen LPC, LMFT, LAC, CCS
Bridge House Clinical Director
jcohen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7286
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In the humid presence of mid-morning, 
the shrieking howl of the Steamboat 
Natchez was my daily reveille. Noi-
some refuse washed up by the Missis-
sippi would induce in me a sensation 
of nausea, which would linger until, 
clambering out of my living quarters 
beneath the wharf, I had procured a 
bottle of whiskey and drained it of its 
contents. This instantaneously filled 
me with the warmth of inebriation, and 
pouring sweat as a sun unthwarted by 
clouds oppressed me, my day would 
proceed as such: meander about the 
Vieux Carré, scouring the streets for 
a prospective hustle to collect enough 
money to manage my alcoholism; 
stare blankly at happy passers-by, and 
shout out verses of Dada poetry. 

I have never felt so lost and forgotten. 
I was swept up into that proverbial 
vicious cycle of drinking, despair, and 
then more drinking as the only trusted 
remedy to assuage my mounting 
woes. All my thoughts, once the train 
of their flawed logic was exhausted, 
directed my attention to seeking help; 

I have never 
felt so lost and 
forgotten
From a current resident

Shop Our Thrift 
Stores! 

classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 
reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, 
Great Cause.

1160 Camp Street           7901 Airline Dr.
New Orleans 70130        Metairie 70003                           
504.522.4476 ext16        504.737.4752

To make a donation/schedule a 
pickup call 504-525-3130

has extended offers of employment 
to several  interns upon conclusion of 
their fieldwork and are proud to cur-
rently employ three graduates of the 
Rehabilitation Counseling program in 
various capacities.

One current intern states that she 
enjoys seeing the transformation our 
residents experience as they advance 
through the work therapy program at 
Bridge House.  She states, “I have 
watched several clients learn new 
skills and develop a brand new work 
ethic – something they never thought 
possible.  It has been a truly reward-
ing experience, one that has helped 
me develop my skills and prepare for 
employment after graduation.”

The Vocational Department at Bridge 
House / Grace House is grateful for 
the opportunity to foster the growth 
and development of future vocational 
counselors through our partnership 
with the LSUHSC Department of 
Rehabilitation Counseling.  We look 
forward to continuing this relationship 
for many more years.

Cathleen C. Hyde MHS, CRC, CI
Vocational Counselor
ccastle@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7140

and so I surrendered my life over to 
the auspices of Bridge House, and 
ever since I have been engaged in the 
task of restoring my health and well-
being. 

At Bridge House, I am a part of a di-
verse community of recovering addicts 
and alcoholics, who openly share their 
experiences, strengths, and hopes 
with each other to foster an environ-
ment of mutual growth and self-discov-
ery. My actions are now imbued with 
purpose, and my life an example of 
authentic spiritual transformation.

Nicholas B.

A Party With a Purpose
Host a Party With a Purpose 
at your home or club!  Invite 
friends and family for a party 
to learn about Bridge House 
/ Grace House and how they 
can support our mission.

For more information, or to 
schedule a date for a Party 
With a Purpose, contact 
Wayne Olivio at wolivio@
bridgehouse.org or 504-821-7135



Internships at Grace House
Grace House Clinical Corner

This semester, Grace House was for-
tunate to have an intern from the LSU 
school of Rehabilitation Counseling.  
This is always a great learning experi-
ence not just for the intern but also for 
the staff and clients as well.  Working 
with an intern, we get the opportunity 
to see a fresh perspective and to also 
work on eliminating the stigma of the 
disease of addiction in another future 
professional.  I asked our intern, Me-
gan Drago, to share her experiences 
with you:

I am in my second year of working 
towards my Masters in Rehabilitation 
Counseling at Louisiana State Uni-
versity Health Sciences Center–New 
Orleans.  This fall, I have been hon-
ored with the opportunity to expand 
my educational knowledge of the 
process of recovery at a wonderful 
facility, Grace House.  When I first 
began my journey of deciding my best 
fit for internship, I was leaning towards 
either Play Therapy for children or 
a Substance Abuse Facility.   After 
researching and networking within 
the community, I came to realize that 
the concept of Grace House is excep-
tional; and I believed the facility would 
lead me on a great path to become a 
skillful counselor.

When I first thought of the word 
“intern”, many things came to mind: 
busy work, filing, answering phones, 
observing counselors and helping 
them with their paper work, etc.  To my 
surprise, my first week at Grace House 

was nothing less than a week full of 
motivation, support, education, and 
opportunities.  Under the supervision 
of Nicolette Harvey, LMSW, I was giv-
en the opportunity to understand the 
program, learn from other counselors, 
and facilitate groups.  Nicolette and 
the staff at Grace House (Delachaise 
and Camp Street) are exceptional 
counselors who have been more than 
helpful to me in easing my transition.  
Within a few short months, each of the 
counselors has been able to present 
to me tools that will be beneficial for a 
lifetime.

Not only have I learned by watching 
the counselors at Grace House, but I 
have been able to learn many lessons 
from the clients.  The clients have 
been more than welcoming and open 
minded to my education.  Many of 
the clients have shared with me that 
they want to contribute to my learn-
ing, because they want to be able to 
give back to the community.  At Camp 
Street, I am able to meet each client 
upon her arrival; and at Delachaise, 
I am able to share and watch clients 
obtain and maintain jobs.  Through 
this semester, I have witnessed the 
tears of joy and sadness of recovery; 
but most importantly, it is moving to 
witness how the counselors truly care 
for each woman at Grace House.

Nicolette Harvey, LMSW
Grace House Clinical Director
nharvey@gracehouseneworleans.org
504-899-2423 ext 22
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I needed to go 
back to Grace 
House
From a current resident

When my oldest son was six months old I 
injured my back and was prescribed nar-
cotic pain medication.  At this time of my 
life I was a stay at home mom in a happy 
marriage.  Eventually I became addicted 
to the pills.  Although I had no idea what 
addiction was yet.  I began taking more 
meds than prescribed, convinced that I 
had to have the pills at all times.  I was 
not only trying to numb the back pain but 
the emotional pain and depression that 
I was experiencing as a result of unre-
solved childhood issues.  Although I had 
three young children, opiates became my 
answer to everything. 

I was drinking alcohol when I had no pills 
and was going to different doctors as my 
need for more pills increased.  My family 
was begging me to get help but unfortu-
nately, I was still in denial.  My husband 
did eventually have me committed and my 
“secret” was now exposed.  I was intro-
duced to cocaine and added that to my 
list of addictions.  I began leading a crazy 
life style while my family was experienc-
ing the pain of someone they loved in 
full-blown addiction.  I finally ended up 
serving 18 months in St. Gabriel.  

Upon my release in 2000 from St. Gabriel, 
I went to Grace House.  It was an awe-
some program and a tremendous help 
to my recovery.  I even worked at Grace 
House for a while.  I did stay clean for 
about five years.  Unfortunately, I stopped 
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From the Development Officer

Bridge House / Grace House hosted 
Celebrity Waiters VII on Tuesday, 
October 15, 2013 at the Hyatt Re-
gency New Orleans. This star studded 
luncheon was attended by an enthusi-
astic crowd 
of over 200 
people.  
Everyone 
enjoyed 
the deli-
cious food 
and was 
“served” by 
an array of 
New Orleans 
celebrities.

Making sure 
the event 
went as 
scheduled was Bruce Katz of Fox 8, 
who served as Emcee.  Fox 8 was the 
media spon-
sor of Celeb-
rity Waiters 
VII, and their 
promotion 
of the event 
was excel-
lent.

Will Smith, 
of the New 
Orleans 
Saints, and 
his Where 
There’s a 
Will There’s 
a Way Foundation served as the 
presenting sponsor. Mr. Smith and 
his wife Racquel also helped wait two 
tables at the event.

Providing entertainment at the event 

was our loyal friend Mike Morris 
who treated us to many songs and 
music on his saxophone. Eddie 
Gonzales served as DJ, and he 
played popular songs to keep the 
attendees entertained.

Celebrity 
Waiters VII 
was a suc-
cess, rais-
ing much 
needed 
funds 
for our 
substance 
abuse 
treatment 
program. 
Bridge 
House 
/ Grace 

House appreciates all the efforts by 
all the volunteers that help make 

Celebrity 
Waiters 
VII a re-
ally special 
event. 
We hope 
everyone 
will look 
forward to 
Celebrity 
Waiters 
VIII in 
2014.

Joe Pitman 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Celebrity Waiters VII Presenting Sponsor
Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way

Media Sponsor
Fox 8

Silver Sponsor
Aaron’s
anonymous
Boh Bros
Calco Hotard Group
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, LLP
Crosby Tugs, Inc
Dameron Pierson
Entergy
First NBC Bank
Harrah’s New Orleans
Jos. R. Labadot Inc.
Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home & Cem-
eteries
Phelps Dunbar
Postlethwaite & Netterville
Whitman Family Foundation

Bronze Sponsor
Eddie Gonzales
Houston-Sigma Technologies, LP
Mike Morris
Richard Vallon

Andrea Apuzzo
Curtis Baham
Gary Barbaro
Ally Burguieres
LaToya Cantrell
Jennifer Curry
Brad Edelman
Michael Hecht
Tyrone Hughes
Mike McKenzie
Lance Moore

Charmaine Neville
Terrance Osborne
Anita Oubre
Laura Paul
Chet Pourciau
Will Smith
Mark D. Spears
Irma Thomas
Jonathan Vilma
Sharonda Williams
John F. Young, Jr.

Jon Vilma, Will Smith, Racquel Smith, 
& Lance Moore

Irma Thomas, Gary Barbaro, 
& Charmaine Neville

Thank You Celebrity Waiters

Cafe Degas
Delgado Community 
College
Leo Doyle
Fox 8
Gallery Burguieres
Eddie Gonzales

Mitch’s Flowers
Mike Morris
Terrance Osborne
The New Orleans 
Saints
Scriptura
Richard R. Vallon

In-Kind Sponsors
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Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars IV
From the Development Officer

A lively crowd was in attendance for 
the fourth annual Rockin’ with the 
NOLA Stars—a spin-off from the 
network television program “Dancing 
with the Stars”.  The event featured 
dancing, 
food, enter-
tainment, 
and music.  
It all took 
place on 
November 
2, 2013 at 
Genera-
tions Hall.

Rockin’ 
with the 
NOLA 
Stars 
brought 
together several outstanding New Or-
leanians and paired them with Dance 
Quarter professionals.  Dance Quar-
ter, the local “dance partner” in the 
production of this event, transformed 
our contestants into bonafide dancers 
after a few months of practice.  We 
are very thankful for Dance Quarter’s 
contributions.

Jacqueline Delery was crowned 
Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars IV 
Champion, Nell Nolan was the 
Runner-up, and Tracy Stewart was 
the 2nd Runner-up.  The judges were 
impressed with Preston Meche’s 
dancing and awarded him “best perfor-
mance”, whereas the crowd awarded 
Anil Paramesh “best performance.”  
Both Buddy Ganier’s and Sharonda 
Williams’ spectacular peformances 
did not make the judging easy!

The winner of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd are 
determined by the amount of money 
raised by each.  The audience selects 

one best performance category while 
the judges select another best perfor-
mance category.

Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars IV was a 
success.  As always, the money raised 
is used to support our substance 

abuse 
treatment 
program 
at Bridge 
House 
/ Grace 
House.  
Congratu-
lations to 
our com-
mittee and 
contestants 
for a job 
well done!

Our 
sincerest thanks go to our emcee’s 
Anne Cutler and Jon Huffman of 
WGNO-TV, and to our media spon-
sor WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW 
for their promotion of the event.   We 
greatly appreciate the efforts of our 
judges for lending us their expertise: 
Denise Gerarve, Kenny Lopez, Chet 
Pourciau, and John Young, Jr.  As 
always, our thanks go out to the lovely 
Pussyfooters for their fantastic perfor-
mance.  

Many thanks to all that supported our 
Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars IV event.  
We appreciate your support to help 
Bridge House / Grace House with our 
mission.

We hope to see you at Rockin’ with 
the NOLA Stars V!

Joe Pitman 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars IV Champion 
Jacqueline Delery with Jimmy McIver

Media Sponsor
WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW

Platinum Sponsor
Dance Quarter
Whitman Family Foundation

Gold Sponsor
Entergy
Judge Robert A. Pitre, Jr.

Silver Sponsor
Aaron’s
Center Staging
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Cox Communications
Crosby Tugs, Inc.
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Harrah’s New Orleans
Jay Lapeyre
Maria & Curtis Pellerin
Southern Electronics

Bronze Sponsor
Abita Brewing Company
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Co.
Boh Bros
Byron J. Stewart & Associates
Kelly & Abide
Latter & Blum
Richard Vallon
Susan Geoghegan, State Farm
Xplore Federal Credit Union

Partner Sponsor
Barry L. Delery, CPA
Chick-fil-A Harvey
Frank Roccaforte, Edward Jones
M Press
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Rockin’ In-Kind Donors

Thanks for your support!

ABC26/NOLA 38
Abita Brewing
Nathalie G. Adams
Art4Now
Back to the Garden
Bayou Belts
Big Shot RC Beverage 
Company, Inc.
Bistro Daisy
Bistro Orleans
Boswell’s Jamaican Grill
Bravo Italian Kitchen
Cafe Amelia
Cafe Degas
Cafe Du Monde
Cafe Hope
Cafe Reconcile
Carmo Tropical Cafe
Center Staging
Eileen Chapoton
Chef Ron’s Gumbo Shop
Chris Owen’s Club
Cochon Butcher
Cold Stone Creamery 
Elmwood
Columns Hotel
Court of Two Sisters
Delgado Community Col-
lege Culinary Arts
Dockside Seafood
Drago’s Lakeside Sea-
food, Inc.
Foghorn’s Chicken Fin-
gers
Friends of the Cabildo, 
Inc.
Gallery Burguieres
Gordon Biersch Brewery
 Hilton Garden Inn Con-
vention Center
Hobnobber Cafe
Hotel Monteleone
Jefferson Performing Arts 
Society

John’s Tuxedos, Inc.
John Johnson
Kidsports Family Fun & 
Fitness
La Madeleine

La Thai Uptown
Laurent’s Meat Market

Little Gem Saloon
Lola’s
Los Sombreros
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen 
French Quarter
Maurice French Pastries
Milkfish
Mondo
Neal Auction Co.
New Orleans Auction St. 
Charles Gallery
New Orleans Museum 
of Art
New Orleans Zephyrs
Olive Branch Cafe
Terrance D. Osborne
Preservation Hall
Quarter Master Deli
Randazzo’s Restaurant
Rio Mar Restaurant
Ritz Carlton New Orleans
Rolls N Bowls
Royal Palm

Scriptura
Southern Oaks Plantation
Southport Hall
Spa Aria at the Hotel 
Monteleone
Spa Atlantis
Starbucks Coffee Com-
pany
Sweet Things & Grill
The Maison Dupuy Hotel
The Old Coffee Pot Res-
taurant
The Shed
The Tinder Box
Theo’s Neighborhood 
Pizza
Richard R. Vallon
Vino Wholesale
Ye Olde College Inn

Javier Juarez with 
Tracy Stewart

Wapegan has become an integral part 
of our fundraising events. She is hard-
working and kind— an outstanding 
example for our residents. Here’s what 
she has to say:

Bridge House / Grace House: How did 
you get involved with us?

Darlene Wapegan: I was looking to do-
nate clothes, so I found the Thrift Store 
and I asked if you all did events. I was 
told yes . . . and well, the rest is history.

BHGH: What’s your favorite part about 
volunteering with us?

DW: Interacting with committee mem-
bers, clients, and guests.

BHGH: Have you seen the mission of 
Bridge House / Grace House benefit 
the community? 

DW: Absolutely, for Bridge House / 
Grace House enables those who are 
addicted to pick themselves up,  forge 
ahead and make a new beginning, and 
this has a positive ripple effect for the 
community.

Thanks so much for your years of 
service, Darlene. You are a true asset 
to Bridge House / Grace House and 
we cannot thank you enough for your 
work!

SPOTLIGHT continued from p. 3

Philippa Eden with
Buddy Ganier
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From the Development Officer

Over 140 golfers came out to support 
Bridge House / Grace House at the 
2013 Fore! Recovery Golf Tourna-
ment at 
English 
Turn Golf 
& Country 
Club on 
Friday, 
September 
27, 2013.

A round 
of golf on 
a phe-
nomenal 
course is 
certainly an 
attraction for our participants, but 
our golfers also come hungry for the 
great food we provide.   Acme Oyster 
House, Drago’s,  Eiserloh Company, 
Hooter’s, New Orleans Hamburger 
& Seafood 
Co.,  Pearl 
Wine Co., 
Rolls N 
Bowls and 
Zea’s all 
provided 
food and 
beverage 
out on the 
course.  
Our DJ 
Eddie 
Gonzales 
provided 
music to keep everyone in a festive 
mood.  Once again, the tournament 
had great raffle prizes including: a 
boat, an iPad, and a TV.  A silent auc-
tion stocked with sports memorabilia 
and gift certificates was also a hit.

Adam Borsch, Randal Borsch, 

Todd Rigney, and Chris Rigney 
were on the team that took home the 
first place trophy with a score of 57.

Thank you to all that supported the 
Fore! 
Recovery 
Golf Tour-
nament.  
It was a 
success-
ful event 
that raised 
much 
needed 
funds 
to sup-
port our 
substance 

abuse treatment program at Bridge 
House / Grace House.  We espe-
cially thank our Fore! Recovery Golf 
Tournament Committee, led by Iggie 
Perrin, for their hard work in making 

this year’s 
event a 
success.  
We also 
had sev-
eral great 
volunteers 
that sup-
ported 
us on the 
day of the 
event.

We hope 
to see you 
out on the 

links for the 2014 Fore! Recovery 
Golf Tournament!

Joe Pitman 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Presenting Sponsor
Triton Stone Group

Bronze Sponsor
Sher, Garner, Cahill, Richter, Klein & 
Hilbert, LLC

Golf Cart Sponsor
Entergy

19th Hole Sponsor
Aaron’s
Evans Landscaping
Westway Group, Inc.

Million Dollar Hole-In-One Sponsor
Sunbelt Business Brokers of New 
Orleans

Bloody Mary Sponsor
LaPorte, Sehrt, Romig & Hand, CPA’s

Cigar Bar Sponsor
Palazzo Law Firm

Driving Range Sponsor
Pontchartrain Capital

Recovery Sponsor
anonymous
Boh Bros
Carpet Keepers
Counter Top Factory
Executone Telephone Systems
Fore!Kids Foundation
Holly & Smith Architects
Jeff’s Haberdashery
Jos. R. Labadot, Inc.
Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home & 
Cemeteries
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
New Orleans Magazine
Pel Hughes
River Parish Disposal
tigerdroppings.com
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Whitman Family Foundation
WJS Enterprises

Beverage Cart Sponsor
Burk-Kleinpeter, Inc.
Jones, Swanson, Huddell & Garrison
Link Restaurant Group

Fore! Recovery Golf Tournament

Bill Mimeles and Iggie Perrin

Golfers Pose for a Photo
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For more information, visit:
www.bridgehouse.org/events

Upcoming Events

19th Annual Women of Sub-
stance
Friday, May 9, 2014
Audubon Tea Room
11 AM-2 PM
Individual Reservation $90, Table of Ten 
$900

Silent Auction, Raffle, and Special Honor-
ees at the luncheon

Cochon Cotillion XVIII
Saturday, April 5, 2014
Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World
7-11 PM
Tickets $100

The Krewe of Pork and Beads present the 
first Mardi Gras Ball of the 2015 season. 
This year’s royalty includes King Roger 
Ogden and Queen Patricia Denechaud. 
The Cotillion is a party with food, a com-
plimentary bar, silent auction, raffle, music 
by ELS, and dancing.  Costume or tacky 
attire is requested.

5th Annual Recycled Fashion 
Show
Friday, January 31, 2014
Generations Hall
7-10 PM
Silent Auction, Raffle, Food
Tickets $25 in advance, $50 VIP (special 
viewing area)

A fashion show featuring clothing from the 
Bridge House Thrift Store that has been 
“tweaked” by local designers into fashion-
able outfits.

doing what I needed to do to stay 
clean and sober and relapsed.  I was 
miserable.  The knowledge of AA and 
the peace of working a good program 
let me know that I could not live in my 
active addiction for too long.  I tried a 
couple of times to do outpatient and 
also other programs, but deep down 
I knew that if I was truly going to get 
what I needed to stay clean and sober 
I needed to go back to Grace House.  

All along my family knew this and they 
prayed I would do what I needed to 
do, but I was arrested for RX fraud 
and spent fourteen months in a work 
release program.  I finally walked 
through the doors of Grace House on 
June 4, 2013.  Although I had fourteen 
months clean I had no recovery.  I 
was mentally, physically and spiritu-
ally bankrupt.  I thought the damage 
I caused with my family was irrevers-
ible.   Fortunately, little by little as my 
denial was confronted through group 
therapy, the help of my counselor, 
and the Grace House staff.  I began 
to change and think more clearly and 
could focus better as I was shown how 
to change my thought patterns.  I have 
learned to work hard at my recovery 
and will be on step 12 with the help of 
my sponsor.  

Today, my family is learning to trust 
me as they’ve seen these changes in 
my life.  I am now in the last phase of 
Grace House and I am working a full 
time job as well as attending AA meet-
ings, working with my sponsor and 
meeting with my counselor.  Grace 
House is helping me get into transi-
tional housing upon my completion.  
I am now confident that I have the 
tools I need to live a clean and sober 
life.  For this I am extremely grateful to 
Grace House for not giving up on me 
and giving me a new way to live.

Rhonda S.

NEEDED continued from p. 6

American Luxury Lim-

ousines

Artique Shoppe

Audubon Nature Institute

Avenue Art

Beau Chene Country 

Club

Brilliant Custom Framing

Buff Beauty Bar

Cafe Degas

Carrollton Flower Market

Casa Garcia

City Looks Salon

Commander’s Palace

Contemporary Arts 

Center

Cookie by Design/The 

Original Cookie Bouquet

Corks N Canvas LLC

Crescent City Comics

Dashka Roth Contempo-

rary Jewelry

Dirty Coast LLC

Dr. Bob Art

English Turn Golf & 

Country Club

Fore!Kids Foundation

Friends of the Cabildo, 

Inc.

Gifted Nurses

Goorin Bros

Gray Line Tours

Hampton Inn and Suites

Harold’s

Hiller Jewelry Co., Inc.

Houston’s Restaurant

I. J. Reilly’s Knick-knacks 

& Curiosities

Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s 

Office

John’s Tuxedos, Inc.

Life A Lifestyle Boutique

Longue Vue House & 

Gardens

LA Coca-Cola Bottling 

Co.

Marriott Hotel

Martin Wine Cellar

Michelle Seiller - Tucker

William L. Mimeles

N.O. Auction St Charles 

Gallery

Napoleon House Bar & 

Cafe

National WWll Museum

Neal Auction Co.

New Orleans Athletic 

Club

New Orleans Auction 

Galleries, Inc.

New Orleans Auction St. 

Charles Gallery

New Orleans Museum 

of Art

New Orleans Pelicans

New Orleans Steamboat 

Company

Ogden Museum of South-

ern Art

Jack Owens

Perlis Clothing Inc.

Potsalot Pottery

Rolls N Bowls

Royal Sonesta Hotel

Sam’s Club

Karen Schaeffer

Skin Studio

Spa Isabell

Thomas Mann Gallery

UPS

WWOZ-FM 90.7

Ye Olde College Inn

In-Kind Donors
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The mission of Bridge House / Grace House is to provide 
gender specific treatment to men and women who have be-
come dependent on alcohol or drugs so that they may lead 
sober and productive lives.

Long-term residential services are offered in an atmo-
sphere that promotes dignity, honor and respect. These 
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