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Else Pedersen CEO

We are now well into 2015, and if you 
are like me this year is already flying 
by. We have now been able to accu-
mulate some information 
relative to our programs 
and those we served in 
2014. Please take some 
time to look at the 2014 
Bridge House / Grace 
House Impact Report (page 
7) that is a part of this 
Newsletter. In addition, I 
would like to share some 
other information that you 
may find of interest. We use 
this information internally 
to guide the direction of our 
clinical programs so that we might best 
meet the needs of the population that 
we serve.  I hope this helps to portray 
our services as well as demonstrate 
who our population is.

As a part of the intake process, all 
potential residents complete the 

Kaiser Foundation Interactive Subsidy 
Calculator to capture their financial 
circumstances as it relates to the Fed-
eral Poverty Level. Over 95% of those 

admitted meet the criteria 
of living below the Federal 
Poverty Level.

We had 667 admissions in 
2014.  Please review the 
chart titled 2014 Admis-
sions located on page 4.  It 
provides a picture of who 
we serve.  

I would also like to share 
the following with you - the 
cost of one bed for one 
year at Bridge House / 

Grace House is $32,200. This is an 
average of $2,683 per month. Com-
pare that to the N-SATSS (National 
Substance Abuse Treatment Services 
Survey) funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 
This survey estimated that the aver-
age inpatient rehabilitation program 

will cost approximately $7,000 
per month or an estimated 
$35,000 for a successful 90 
day program.

90 days at Bridge House / 
Grace House would cost about 
$8,000, or 77% below the na-
tional average.  

In 2014 the average utilization 
rate for all three sites was 94%. 

By The Numbers Jan 1-Jan 31, 2015

Calls for Help: 763

Daily Capacity: 154
These numbers reflect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

LOOKING continued on p. 5

I just didn’t 
want to live 
that way any-
more
from a Bridge House Alum

My name is Johnny T., and I am a re-
covering alcoholic and addict. My so-
briety date is January 19, 2001—that 
is the day I walked through the doors 
of Bridge House and my life changed 
for the better, forever. As I walked 
through the archway of the front doors 
on Camp St., I had a strong feeling of 
relief that everything was going to be 
okay for the first time in a long time. 

On January 18, 2001, my addiction 
and alcoholism had led me to my 
second suicide attempt.  I was home-
less—living in my car—jobless and 
facing serious jail time for multiple 
DUI’s. I taped a hose to my tailpipe 
and ran it back into the car. In the 
middle of all that, I had a moment of 
clarity—I realized that I did not want to 
die. I just didn’t want to live that way 
anymore. I had to want it enough to go 
to another human being, ask for help, 
and do what he or she suggested.  I 
was in Bridge House the next day. 

As a result of Bridge House and the 
12-step AA program, I have been able 
to look back at my life and see the 
debilitating progression of my dis-
ease. It can be summed up like this: 
in my 20s, I had new cars and my own 

Looking Back at 2014

ANYMORE continued on p. 2

 Else Pedersen
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Because of YOU
From the Executive Director of Development

You made 2014 another incredible year 
for us at Bridge House / Grace House. 
Your financial contributions were up 3.9% 
in 2014. With your financial donations, 
and your donations to our thrift 
stores and used car lot, 69% 
of our total budget in 2014 was 
secured—Because of You. We 
were able to provide treatment 
regardless of one’s ability to 
667 individuals in 2014—Be-
cause of You.

Bridge House/ Grace House 
is making a difference in our 
community, but this could not 
happen without your sup-
port.  Those who come to our 
doors are hopeless, helpless 
and many of them want to die. These 
individuals have nowhere else to turn to 
help them overcome their addiction so 
that they may lead sober and productive 
lives that contribute to the economic well-
being of our community.

Without your support we would have 
only been able to treat 227 individuals in 
2014—Because of You, we treated 667. 
That computes to 440 individuals that 
would not have received help if were not 
for you. That’s 440 people whose lives 
were changed for the better because of 
your actions. Some of those might not 
stay with us long, but some will go on to 

have a lifetime of sobriety. 

To understand the impact you are mak-
ing, you would only have to spend a few 

hours in our lobby.  When 
individuals come in and 
ask for help, you can see 
the pain and suffering and 
total despair in their faces. 
They seem lifeless. They 
are overwhelmed with fear 
and anxiety. If it were not 
for Bridge House / Grace 
House, these individuals 
would have nowhere to 
go. If it were not for you, 
Bridge House / Grace 
House would only be 
able to accept 30% of the 

people that we are currently accepting.

Because of you, lives are being saved, 
families are being reunited, our city is a 
safer place and our community has hope.

We love for our donors to come visit 
us.  Please call me to schedule a tour to 
better understand what you have helped 
build.  Words cannot truly convey the 
amazing work that occurs behind our 
doors…all Because of You.

Kevin Gardere
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

Kevin Gardere

ANYMORE continued from p. 1

place; in my 30s, I was driving used 
cars and moving in with other people; 
in my 40s, I was living with mommy 
and getting her hand-me-down cars. 

I entered Bridge House as a little boy, 
with a little boy mentality, at the age of 
46—“I want what I want, and I want it 
now!”  Because of the structure Bridge 
House put in my life, that mental-
ity started to change. A combination 
of counselors, structure, and group 
meetings eventually broke through 
my defenses, denials, and rationaliza-
tions. I started seeing things for what 
they really were, which allowed me to 
change them for the better.  I started 
to get tools that allowed me to handle 
situations in my life and make correct 
decisions. It wasn’t done overnight, I 
spent 365 days there, but it was im-
portant to my life and my sobriety.  The 
work that I had to do there, the chores, 
and the fellowship with the other men 
have all led me to who I am today.

This leads to where I am today. One 
thing that Bridge House instilled in me 
was the 12-step AA program, which 
I am still involved in today, fourteen 
years later. The honesty and humil-
ity taught in the program has also 
made me who I am today. Through the 
practice of the principles of the steps, 
I went back to work for the company 
that fired me, and I stayed humble and 
happy. I truly believe God rewarded 
me five years later with an opportu-
nity of a lifetime to go into business 
for myself. Today I am my own boss, 
don’t want for anything, and am living 
the life I always talked about in the bar 
rooms. 

Thank you God for Bridge House.

Johnny T.
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Volunteer Spotlight
How long have you been volunteering 
at Bridge House / Grace House?

Although not really volunteer work, I have 
been inviting the Grace House residents 
to our in-house groups for a couple of 
years now. Before that, I saw Grace 
House residents for individual trauma 

therapy for about the past five years. 

My first group at Bridge House was in 
August of 2014. We have group once a 
week and have been doing that since 
August of last year. Just this past month, 
with the kind support of Megan McLean, 
I started a trauma group at Grace House. 
We meet on Wednesday evenings right 
after the group at Bridge House. 

I am the silver Honda Fit streaking down 
Earhart at 6:05 PM on Wednesday eve-
nings to get from one group to the other.

How did you get involved?

I have loved my work with the Grace 
House residents so much and wanted 
to “stretch out” a bit. I had an email from 
Jackie wondering if I knew of a group for 
men and I decided to volunteer to do a 
group. It really was that easy. 

What’s your favorite part about volun-
teering with us?

There is NOT enough paper or room in 
the newsletter I am sure. 

I think the best part is seeing hope in the 

Pam Albers

Call: 504-598-3355

Don’t Trade It,
Donate It!

We pick it up,
you get a tax deduction

Our Working Recovery treatment 
model is very unique to the Bridge 
House / Grace House treatment phi-
losophy, and we believe it is essential 
to the success of our 
program and the individu-
als we serve. While living 
at Bridge House / Grace 
House clients go through 
a very intensive structured 
program focusing on the 
best practices in sub-
stance abuse treatment 
in addition to our Working 
Recovery program. The 
Working Recovery pro-
gram teaches our clients 
the skills they will need to 
get and maintain employment. Each 
Bridge House / Grace House client 
is assigned a therapeutic job to help 
them work on their employment skills 
and to use work for personal growth 
and therapeutic change. Therapeu-
tic jobs include working at our thrift 
stores, used car lot, donation cen-
ter, fundraising department, kitchen, 
housekeeping and maintenance 
department.  Each work site provides 
a means of contribution to the greater 
good of the program and clients are 
responsible for keeping their house 
in order. The therapeutic jobs allow 
the clients an opportunity to serve 
and make a direct contribution to their 
community. Individuals who have not 
worked in years are given the oppor-
tunity to work with a job supervisor 
and a vocational counselor as they 
gain and improve their job skills. This 
positive work experience increases 
an individual’s self-esteem and gives 
them a new confidence when they 
reach the stage of treatment to go on 
work search. 

We consider the Working Recovery 

Working Recovery
From the Executive Director of Clinical Services

component of the program just as 
important as the substance abuse 
counseling. Our hope is to give our 
clients the skills to maintain sobriety, 

employment, housing, 
a support system and 
reunite with their families. 
The majority of our clients 
that complete the program 
meet these goals. Upon 
completion of the Bridge 
House / Grace House pro-
gram we highly encourage 
all alumni to attend our 
weekly aftercare program 
and incorporate the 12 
Step program of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous and/or 

Narcotics Anonymous into their daily 
lives. This ongoing support is so im-
portant because recovery from alcohol 
and drug addiction is a process that 
individuals need to work on throughout 
their lives; it is much more than com-
pleting a program.

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7123

Michelle Gaiennie 
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Bridge House / Grace House is 
pleased to introduce the Vice Presi-
dent of our Board of Directors, Bill 
Mimeles.  Bill has been a Board Mem-
ber since 2008.

How did you get 
involved with 
Bridge House / 
Grace House?

I had a relative of 
the family who was 
a client at Bridge 
House, and I got 
involved in the Golf 
Tournament Com-
mittee to help sup-
port him and Bridge 
House.

What’s your fa-
vorite part about 
volunteering with 
us?

My favorite part has been working 
closely with Buzzy and now Else and 
the executive staff, and seeing their 
passion, dedication, commitment, and 
the endless hours they put in towards 
achieving our mission. It’s extremely 
gratifying to see many of our clients—
having successfully gone through our 
program—and not only getting their 
lives back on track, but also contribut-
ing to our community.  

What other causes are you passion-
ate about?

I am passionate about health and wel-
fare in our community. Education has 
certainly taken some major leaps since 
Katrina, especially with the open-
ing and huge success of the Charter 
schools. Healthcare is also extremely 
important—in May this year, the new 
University Medical Center opens. It will 

be a state of the art medical center for 
all people, not only in this community 
but also in the region and beyond. 

Unfortunately both of these areas face 
great financial pres-
sure, since these 
are the only two 
areas unprotected 
from legislative 
budget cuts, with 
the State’s bud-
get shortfall of a 
reported $1.6 billion 
for 2015-16.  Huge 
cuts in Medicaid 
once again sub-
stantially reduce 
reimbursements 
to our hospital and 
other healthcare 
providers . The 
cuts to our public 
schools and univer-

sities will greatly diminish their ability 
to move the education level to where 
it needs to be competitively. Hopefully 
Louisiana legislators will find ways to 
meet this budget crisis without going 
backwards in these two critical areas.    

How have you seen the mission of 
Bridge House / Grace House benefit 
the community?

Last year we admitted nearly 700 cli-
ents into our programs. Bridge House 
/ Grace House exceeds national sta-
tistics for the completion of the first 90 
days of treatment by 33%. An impres-
sive 79% of those entering treatment 
complete their first 90 days. We know 
this provides a good foundation in 
recovery. We have a full service facil-
ity servicing 154 beds, allowing our 
clients to get all the clinical, emotional, 
and spiritual counseling they need in 

Board Member Spotlight:               
Bill Mimeles

Bill Mimeles

BOARD SPOTLIGHT continued on p. 6

Gender
Male 340
Female 327

Race/Ethnicity
White 78%
Black/ African American 18%
Asian or Multiracial 4%

Ages
18-19 years old 2%

20-39 years old 66%

40-64 years old 32%

Substance Usage
Opiates
(Heroin 28%, 
Other Opiates 16%)

44%

Alcohol 28%
Cocaine 17%
Methamphetamines 4%
Other Drugs 7%

Originating Parishes
Orleans 41%
Jefferson 22%
St. Tammany 12%
Other 25%

Co-Occurring 
Mental Health Disorder

Had a previously diagnosed 
co-occurring mental health 
disorder

37%

During the course of treat-
ment this number increases 
only slightly to 38% receiving 
psychiatric services

38%

Previous Treatment Episodes
Average number of previous 
treatment episodes before 
entering our programs

3.5

2014 
Admissions
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LOOKING continued from p. 1

We keep our beds full! 

It is difficult to compare the programs 
of Bridge House / Grace House to 
other programs, as there are none 
in our area that offer long-term resi-
dential treatment. We can, however, 
compare ourselves at the 90 day 
mark to other programs. For the first 
90 days of treatment Bridge House 
/ Grace House exceeds the national 
average for length of stay by 36%. 
Also, for the first 90 days of treatment 
Bridge House / Grace House has a 
completion rate that is 33% above the 
national average. 

Without you, our supporters and 
donors, of the 667 individuals admit-
ted to Bridge House / Grace House, 
440 would not have had a place to 
seek the treatment and support they 
need to open the door to recovery. Our 
donations from you account for 69% of 
our budget.  Thank you for providing 
that opportunity to us. We are deeply 
grateful and pray that you will consider 
continuing to support us in 2015.

Else Pedersen MBA, LAC
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

My name is Mark D.  I am currently 
a client at Bridge House.  At the age 
of 53, I never imagined spending my 
golden years in a drug and alcohol 
treatment facility.  For over 35 years 
I have swallowed, smoked, snorted, 
or shot anything and everything that 
would let me escape from reality.  
Drugs and alcohol have taken every-
thing and everyone I have ever loved 
or cared about.  When I check in at 
Bridge House to speak or make an an-
nouncement to the community, I check 
in as Mark D.—alcoholic and addict.  

I was once asked by a client, why 
both.  I explained to him that back in 
1994, after drinking all night and with 
impaired judgment, I made a decision 
that would scar my soul for the rest of 
my life.  With less than a mile to go to 
my house, I drove up on the sidewalk 
and struck and killed a pedestrian: 
Mark D., alcoholic.  Here it is, some 
twenty years later, and again with im-
paired judgment after getting high on 
heroin, I made a decision that would 
darken my soul for the rest of my life.  I 
gave my wife, the person I loved more 
than life itself, her first shot of heroin 
and it killed her: Mark D., addict.

I arrived at Bridge House some four 
months later, angry at God, the world, 
and everybody in it.  For the first three 
months at Bridge House I didn’t speak 
to anyone, didn’t participate in the 
recovery program, and wasn’t a part of 
the community.  My attitude eventually 
got me kicked out; where, without the 
coping skills I needed, I turned to her-
oin within less than a week.  Instead of 
getting high, I got robbed and beaten.  

Again, I turned to Bridge House for 
help.  This time I am fully invested in 
my treatment plan, and I participate in 
community and group.  I work with my 
counselor and sponsor, and I am cur-
rently doing my 9th step.  

I believe that with the tools I have 
learned and the coping skills I have 
acquired at Bridge House—and with 
the help of N.A., A.A., and god—the 
chance of me living a clean and sober 
and happy life is not only possible, it’s 
probable.

Mark D.

Drugs and alcohol have taken 
everything and everyone I have 
ever loved or cared about
From a Bridge House Resident

Shop Our 
Thrift Stores! 

classic furniture 
quality used clothing
vintage accessories 

reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, 
Great Cause

1160 Camp St.            7901 Airline Dr.
New Orleans, LA        Metairie, LA                           
504.522.4476 ext16    504.737.4752

Call 504-525-3130
to donate or schedule a pickup
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I am not the same broken woman 
who walked in these doors
From a Grace House Resident
My life has been difficult.  I have the 
typical story of many an alcoholic/ad-
dict.  I was no stranger to abuse and 
trauma at a young age.  However, 
these things pale in comparison to the 
abuse which I inflicted upon myself 
while I was using.  I did not respect 
myself.  Over the years the conse-
quences of this horrific disease piled 
up, and I have been using since I was 
fourteen.  As you can imagine, this has 
been a long journey for me.  

I have lost both of my children to this 
disease.  I gave my daughter up for 
adoption and terminated parental 
rights to my son.  I have trashed a 
scholarship and both my civilian and 
military careers.  I can probably never 
drive again for the rest of my natural 
born life—which is ironic because I 
have spent altogether almost a year, 
homeless, sleeping in my car.

I was spiritually bank-
rupt.  I had lost my dig-
nity, self-respect, and 
any semblance of hope 
or faith I have ever had.  
I was walking around 
without a soul.  I was 
not afraid of dying, but I 
was scared to death to 
live.
My journey at Grace House, or my 
attempt at sobriety, began over a year 
ago.  Although relapse is not a part of 
everyone’s story, it is a part of mine.  I 
am definitely of the sometimes slowly 
variety.   

I decided this July that I still had some 
experimenting left to do.  It is so true 
that you start right where you left off, 
and sometimes worse.  My significant 

other passed away from an overdose 
in August, and that was my green flag 
to use, no holds barred.  By Septem-
ber I was homeless, sleeping at the 
bus-stop on South Broad.  I had blown 
past everything I said that I would 
never do and graduated to things that 
had never even entered my wildest 
dreams.  Ironically, I am eternally 
grateful for those three months.  They 
gave me the gift of desperation.  

When I contacted Grace House, they 
welcomed me back with open arms.  
So did my higher power.  Today I 
choose to call him God.  I didn’t find 
him.  He found me.  I just finally had to 
surrender.  I had to learn how to live 
again because my way wasn’t work-
ing.   I had to follow a few simple sug-
gestions.  That meant admitting that 
my life was one big shipwreck, and I 
could no longer captain my own ship.  
I had to believe that God could steer 
my ship, and then I had to let him.  
This took reconnecting with my hope 
and faith that had been extinguished 
so long ago.  

Today I am not perfect, but I have 
peace.  I seek God’s will in my life and 
pray for confirmation that I am on the 
right course.  I am becoming aware 
of how my actions impact my relation-
ships.  I turn my character defects 
over to God in prayer and strive to do 
the next right thing.  Though, when 
I make mistakes, I remind myself 
that all God asks of me is progress, 
not perfection.  I am trying to make 
amends to the people who have been 
effected by the fallout of my addiction.   
When I make a mistake today, I admit 
my fault to God and myself, and try to 
rectify things.

DOORS continued on p. 10

order to help turn their lives around. 
Expansion at both of our facilities over 
the years has allowed us to increase 
admittance, add in house healthcare 
clinics, and broaden and develop first 
class counseling. 

It has been truly gratifying to visit 
with our clients after they have com-
pleted the program, to see that they 
have gone into management jobs, 
completed their education, or found 
employment in endeavors that they 
are excited about while contributing 
to the overall success of themselves, 
the businesses they work in and the 
community at large. Most have come 
a long way, considering some were 
on the street prior to committing to our 
program. We have been very fortunate 
to have the ability to provide these crit-
ical services to those in need through 
the support of foundations, businesses 
and corporations, and thousands of 
individuals in our community. It’s a 
win-win!

BOARD SPOTLIGHT continued from p. 4

Want to stay in 
contact with us?

Please contact Lauren 
Selenberg at lselen-
berg@bridgehouse.
org or 504.821.7141 if 
you’d like to stay up to 
date with Bridge House / 
Grace House via email.



7                                                                                                                                     Bridge House / Grace House

2014 Bridge House / Grace House Impact Report
In 2014, Bridge House / Grace House provided substance abuse treatment to 340 men and 327 women. The graphs 
below reflect the impact treatment has had on their lives as well as our community as a whole.  Through generous dona-
tions and support from the community, we have achieved the results seen below.

Decreased Drug and Alcohol Use Increased Employment Income

Reduced Criminal Activity Decrease in Homelessness or Unstable Housing

Increased Involvement in Social/Recovery Support Activities
Each resident is assessed upon entry and exit of treatment. 
The following was captured through these assessments:
• A 96% reduction for men and a 97% reduction for women 

in the use of drugs and alcohol upon exit of treatment
• A 23% increase for men and a 16% increase for women in 

employment income upon exiting treatment.
• A 79% decrease for men and a 71% decrease for women 

in reported criminal activity upon exit of treatment.
• A 49% decrease for men and a 50% decrease for women 

in homelessness or unstable housing situations upon exit 
of treatment.

• A 64% increase for men and a 59% increase for women in 
involvement in social/recovery support activities upon exit.
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6th Annual Recycled Fashion Show
Presenting Sponsor

Entergy

Paris Sponsor
SECRant.com
tigerdroppings.com
Whitman Family Foundation

Milan Sponsor
Crosby Tugs, Inc.
McGlinchey Stafford

London Sponsor
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Center
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP
Dameron Pierson
First NBC Bank
Sweat Energy Services
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Xerox

New York Sponsor
Boh Bros
Chalmette Refining, LLC Operated by 
ExxonMobil
Cox Communications
Evans Landscaping
JC Consulting Ventures, LLC
Mudbug Plumbing and Repair
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Richard Vallon
Rufus & Vikki Harris

Couture Sponsor
Banana Republic
Frou Frou Fashions
Harry C. Graham, III; A Professional 
Law Corporation
Joanna Daunie, “The Key To Your 
Home”
Wegmann Dazet & Co.

Hair & Makeup Artists
I’Land Pedi Spa
Makeup by Whitney Leigh
Mariposa Salon and Spa
Rebecca “Reece” D’Anna
Ulta Beauty
Up’Sa Daisy

From the Development Officer

Bridge House / Grace House held its 
6th Annual Recycled Fashion Show at 
Rock N Bowl on 
Sunday, March 
1, 2015.  Nearly 
500 people came 
out to see previ-
ously discarded 
clothing items 
transformed into 
runway ready 
fashions.

Months of hard 
work paid off for 
the 27 designers 
that participated.  
Each designer 
was asked to 
create two outfits 
using fabric, 
clothing, or other 
donated items 
from the Bridge 
House Thrift 
Store.  With $75 
gift certificates in 
hand, the designers scoured the Thrift 
Store for that perfect item needed to 
complete his or her outfit.  A total of 53 
outfits were created by the designers.

Not only did the patrons enjoy the out-
fits modeled on the runway, they also 
bought them!  Every outfit modeled 
was for sale in the silent auction.  Hun-
dreds of patrons congregated around 
the auction boards at the conclusion of 
the show, checking to make sure that 
they still had the highest bid.  Some 
patrons took home more than one of 
these stunning creations.

Entergy participated again this year 
as presenting sponsor of the 6th An-
nual Recycled Fashion Show.  Emcee 

Lauren “Fleurty Girl” kept the crowd 
excited and was spectacular in her 
role.  The Pussyfooters added their 

special flair to the 
event, while the 
Jailhouse Rock-
ers, from the 
Krewe of Rolling 
Elvi, put on a tre-
mendous perfor-
mance during the 
intermission.

An event of this 
magnitude is not 
possible without 
the help of sev-
eral volunteers.  
In all, over 100 
people volun-
teered their time 
towards making 
this event a suc-
cess.  A special 
thank you goes 
to the Recycled 
Fashion Show 
Committee mem-

bers.  A well earned “thank you” also 
goes out to our designers, models, 
hair & makeup artists, restaurants, 
volunteers, and residents.

Be on the lookout for our 7th Annual 
Recycled Fashion Show.  One of your 
donations to the Bridge House Thrift 
Store may end up on the runway!

Stephanie Clary
sclary@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7134

“Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun”  
by Heather Veneziano
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Designers

Alana Wood

Alexandra Compagno

Arlene Rome

Callie Habrun

Charles Foster

Danelle Brumbaugh

Darlene Hargreaves

Dawn Bagala

Dee Elle

Dena Hebert

Ellen Bull

Emily Henderson

Erin Haindle

Gabrielle Wood

Heather Rankin

Heather Veneziano

Jaelynn Daigrepont

James Garcia

Jaqueline Salazar

Julie Hill

Karen Kersting

Kylee Kidder

Lenny Unbehagen

Maureen Iverson

Michelle Howard

Stephanie Siegwald

Vincent Avila

Audubon Nature Institute
Audubon Park Golf 
Course
Barbara B. Gaiennie
Bayona Restaurant
Beau Chene Country 
Club
Black Lotus Designs
Boucherie
Chris Owen’s Club
City Sightseeing New 

Orleans
CoolBrew Coffee
Court of Two Sisters
Creole Queen, Hop On-
Hop Off Red Bus, and 
Swamp Tours
Elmwood Fitness Center
Flour Power Confection-
ery, Inc.
Galactic Goods Cards 
and Comics
Hemline
Imperial Palace Casino 
Resort & Spa
Jefferson Performing 
Arts Society
Jimmy Johns Restaurant

Kidsports Family Fun & 
Fitness
Le Pavillion Hotel
Liberty’s Kitchen
Lil Dizzy’s Cafe
Longue Vue House & 
Gardens
Louisiana Children’s 
Museum
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen 
Uptown

Louisiana State 
Museum
Maison Dupuy Hotel
Mike Posey Photog-
raphy
Morning Call Coffee 
Stand
Muriel’s Restaurant
Napoleon House Bar 
& Cafe
National WWll Mu-
seum
New Orleans Mu-
seum Of Art
New Orleans Opera 
Association
New Orleans Steam-
boat Company

Octavia Books
Premier Fitness
Quarter Master Deli
Rock-N-Bowl
Stone Creek Health Club 
& Spa
Theo’s Neighborhood 
Pizza
Tony Mandina’s Restau-
rant
Vieux Carre Haire Store
Villere’s Florist
Voleo’s Seafood Res-
taurant
Wild Lotus Yoga
Windsor Court Hotel

RFS In-Kind Donors
eyes and language of the residents. 
There has been a lot of pain in their 
lives from the past and not a lot good 
has happened it seems. 

Hope is a tricky and slippery con-
cept—especially if one has not ever 
had a chance to experience it. 

Providing a space for hope to grow is 
so fabulous. AND, those folks work so 
hard at living a better life. Their recov-
ery is not easy, and certainly there are 
struggles and relapses. So providing 
a space for hope to grow is even more 
important. In the midst of relapse there 
is hope. 

My dad was an alcoholic and never 
even tried recovery—perhaps forty 
plus years ago there was no such 
thing. In some way—I do this for my 
dad as a way to help those who can 
have a chance at recovery. 

How have you seen the mission of 
Bridge House / Grace House benefit 
the community?

I have NEVER spoken to anyone who 
does not think that Bridge House and 
Grace House are fabulous programs. 
I talk about your program to so many 
people and have seen how much you 
are appreciated for the work that you 
do and the space for life changing 
support that you offer. 

It’s not easy living in community, even 
harder when one is working to recover 
each day. I have listened to the grati-
tude from your residents, and I have 
witnessed remarkable change. 

I know for a fact that our community 
needs a positive and healthy place for 
people to go who need support, non-
judgmental care, and compassion. 

Thank you for all that you do each day 
to support those who need it the most.

VOLUNTEER continued from p. 3

“Midnight Summer Dream” 
by Jaqueline Salazar
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When I become overwhelmed, or 
depressed, or anything, I have the 
tools that I have learned to get out of 
my head.  I know that “this too shall 
pass.”  One thing that I have found to 
be invaluable is my support system.  
When I need help I reach out and 
ask for it.  Or look for someone else 
who needs help.  This is the value of 
community.  We all have something 
in common that holds us in unity.  
One addict helping another.

I have come so far in just a few 
months.  I am not the same broken 
woman who walked in these doors.  I 
am free from the bondage of addic-
tion.  I have regained my identity.  To-
day I can hold my head high because 
I am becoming the confident strong 
survivor that God has intended for 
me to be all along.  Today I am re-
claiming my place in the human race.

Hillary K.

DOORS continued from p. 6

Help with 
special events!

If you would like to join 
a special event fundrais-
ing committee, please 
call Joe Pitman at 
504.821.7288 or email 
jpitman@bridgehouse.
org

Mr. Legs XV
Saturday, July 11, 2015
Generations Hall
6:00-10:00 PM

Tickets $40 in advance; $75 VIP

Features contestants competing 
for the coveted title of “Mr. Legs” 
by entertaining the crowd with their 
costumes and performances.  The 
event also features a silent auction, raffle, and complimentary food.

For more information, visit:
www.bridgehouse.org/events

Upcoming Events

20th Annual
Women of Substance    
Luncheon
Friday, May 8, 2015
Audubon Tea Room
11:00 AM-2:00 PM

Individual Reservation $100

Table of Ten $1,000

Silent Auction, Raffle, and Special 
Honors at the Luncheon

With a theme of “New Beginnings”, this year’s honorees include Walton Goldring, 
Ali Rouse Royster, & Celie Stumm.

Cochon Cotillion XIX
Saturday, April 18, 2015
Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World
7:00-11:00 PM

Tickets $100

The Krewe of Pork and Beads 
present the first Mardi Gras Ball 
of the 2016 season.  This year’s 
royalty includes King Ronal Serpas 
and Queen Ruthie Frierson.  The 
Cochon Cotillion is a party with food, a complimentary bar, silent auction, raffle, 
music by ELS, and dancing.  Costume or tacky attire is suggested.
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Commander’s Palace
Copeland’s
Creole Creamery
Diamond Foods
F. Christiana & Son
Harrah’s New Orleans
Institutional Sales
John E. Koemer & Co., Inc.
Leidenhimer
Magnolia Enterprises
Matt & Naddie’s / Michael’s
Morning Call Coffee Stand, Inc.

National Fruit Flavor
New Orleans Marriott
New Orleans Police Department
Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office
Pat O’Brien’s
Reily Food Co.
Royal Blend Coffee & Tea House
Scalfani Cooking School
Siemens
Swamp Room
Swiss Confectionary
United Food Service

Tree of Recovery
In Honor/Memory of

Thanksgiving & Christmas
Dinner In-Kind Donors

Special Thanks 
New Orleans 

Marriott
For preparing

 Thanksgiving Dinner

&

Harrah’s
New Orleans 

For preparing
Christmas Dinner

Amber H.
Barbara Gaiennie
Billy Glennon
Brandon Cheramie
Brian Peters
Buzzy Gaiennie
C.J. Clement
Carl & Lois Downing
Charles Schully
Corey Wickramasekera
Curtis Yenginis
David Crigler, Jr.
David Rhodes
David Silverman, Jr.
Dick & Bettye Mason
Donald Saulter Bordelon
Dr. George Dunn
Eleonar Goldhar
Frankie Brown
Hazel Reis
Hernandez/Perez Families
Hill & Macon Riddle
Hillary Kerr
Hirschel & Mimi Abbott
Hunter Cooper
Irene R. Chetta
Jeffrey
Jennifer J.
John B.  
John B. Harvey
John Firmin
John Vollmer 
Karen Bartholomew
Lauren Selenberg
Lynette “China” Bijou
Mac & Carol McCall
Michael A. Piazza, Jr.
Patrick O’Connell
Patrick O’Connell, Jr.
Preston & Dotti Timmins
Preston & Martha Wailes
Stuart & Vickie Quan
Susan Glennon
Taylor P. Guste
William & Julie Penick

Thanksgiving & Christmas 
Dinner for Those in Need
Each year around the holidays, 
Bridge House / Grace House opens 
its doors to provide a traditional 
holiday meal, toiletries, clothing from 
the Bridge House / Grace House 
Thrift Stores, and fellowship to the 
homeless and indigent population of 
the Greater New Orleans Area.  The 
dinners also help to raise aware-
ness—within the homeless and in-
digent population—of the substance 
abuse treatment services provided 
by Bridge House / Grace House.

Thanksgiving Dinner for Those in 
Need was held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 23, 2014 and Christmas Din-
ner for Those in Need was held on 
Sunday, December 21, 2014.  Both 
events took place at the historic 
location at 1160 Camp Street in New 
Orleans.  Dozens of local companies 
donated items necessary for the 
meals, and hundreds of volunteers 
came out to help prepare and serve 
the meals.  Bridge House / Grace 
House thanks the local community 

for its ongoing support of these two 
events.  Hundreds of men and wom-
en were able to enjoy a hearty meal 
while also learning more about the 
available substance abuse treatment 
services offered by Bridge House / 
Grace House.
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