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from a Bridge House Alumna

My name is Casie and I am thirty 
years old.  I am 
a manager at 
work, a student, 
and the proud 
mother of two 
little boys.  I am 
also an addict.  
As far back as 
five years old, I 
struggled with 
anxiety and 
depression 
which caused a 
constant feeling 
of inadequacy.  I felt judged by every-
one, so I kept quiet.  I just wanted to 
be normal so I pretended to be fine 
and always had a smile on my face.

I started drinking at twelve and was 
using drugs by fourteen.  By sixteen, I 
discovered that the pills in our medi-

cine cabinet, the same pills that de-
stroyed my parents’ marriage, took all 

my pain away.  
My fears were 
finally gone.  I 
felt normal and 
had no intention 
of stopping.

By the age of 
twenty, I was 
using needles.  
My relationship 
with my family 
was strained.  I 
had become a 
liar, thief, and 

a cheater.  The drugs completely 
consumed my life.  Every time I turned 
around, I woke up in jail with very little 
recollection of how I got there. The 
consequences were heartbreaking and 
scary. I never imagined my life would 
turn out this way.  I never wanted to 
hurt my family, but I couldn’t handle life 

without drugs.  Once the drugs 
wore off, those things I wanted 
so much like love, family, and 
friends seemed impossible.  I 
got married, divorced, had two 
children, and still couldn’t stop.  
In February 2011, I was arrest-
ed for the last time for manu-
facturing methamphetamine.  
After six week in jail, the judge 
sent me to Grace House.

By The Numbers Jan 1-April 30, 2015

Calls for Help: 3,457

Daily Capacity: 154
These numbers reflect the over-
whelming demand for our substance 
abuse treatment services

For treatment call 504-821-7120

TODAY continued on p. 2

I just couldn’t 
break the cycle
from a Bridge House Resident

In the beginning, things were good.  I 
had lots of money, lots of drugs, and, 
of course, lots of women. My work 
took me to places most people never 
dreamed of. To stand on The Polar Ice 
Cap or next to the Crucifix in Rio were 
magnificent adventures to me. These 
experiences were never ending in my 
life. So was the cocaine. 

I went to work in Mexico when I was 
twenty-five years old.  I was so glad to 
get away from drugs and the rut I was 
in. I married a woman there who had 
a three year old son, who I adopted 
and raised. We set up house in the 
city Tampico, Tamps., Mexico and later 
she gave me a beautiful baby girl.  I 
was so happy; I thought my using days 
were behind me.  Little did I know that 
the worst was yet to come.

The company I worked for sold their 
share in the joint venture and, in order 
to continue working for them, I began 
to work at other locations, worldwide.  
These trips kept me away from home 
for months at a time.  My feelings of 
loneliness increased, as did my drug 
use.

This went on for ten years.  My pain 
grew and grew until one day, I became 
acquainted with crack cocaine.  I knew 
this was what I wanted the first time 
I used it.  For the next twenty years, 

Today I have confidence and 
self-esteem

CYCLE continued on p. 4

Casie Duplesis
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TODAY continued from p. 1

The next few months, I experienced 
the worst anxiety and depression a 
human being should have to endure.  
Grace House offered me a safe place 
to stay for an extended period of time, 
hundreds of hours of therapy, and they 
introduced me to Alcoholics Anony-
mous.  At this time, I was willing to do 
whatever they told me to do and I did.  
A few months later, I started to experi-
ence freedom and happiness for the 
first time ever.  I started to have some 
hope and liked the way I felt, so like 
with anything else, I wanted more of it! 
I was shown a solution to the depres-
sion and anxiety without drugs.

After a year, Grace House offered me 
aftercare and permanent housing.  
The next few years, I learned some 
real responsibility and I learned how to 
enjoy life.  Above all, and by far 
the best thing that recovery 
has given me is a real sense 
of self.

I have been sober a little over four 
years now and my life is so different.  
I just moved back to my hometown 
which is something I said I would 
never do.  I was able to make peace 
with my past and get reconnected with 
my family.  Today, due to the program, 
I have confidence and self-esteem.  I 
am able to be a good mother, daugh-
ter, and friend.  I am present and 
active in the lives of my children.  My 
boys finally have the mother they 
deserve.  I will always be grateful to 
Grace House for giving me my start!

From the CEO

The following was written by the moth-
er of a young man who participated in 
our program at Bridge House: 

The path to recovery from addic-
tion is not easy. We 
have been navigating 
this path for almost 10 
years now. My 25 year 
old son is an addict. 
When my family ex-
hausted all of its mental 
and financial resources 
on my son’s attempts 
to get sober, we turned 
to Bridge House. They 
picked up where we left 
off and gave him what 
we could not provide. 
This disease of addiction 
depletes all monetary and human 
resources, rendering people of 
even “privileged” backgrounds as 
homeless, with nowhere to turn. 
Without the recovery program at 
Bridge House, I don’t believe my 
son would be alive today. The 
treatment process gave my son the 
foundation of recovery and life skills 
to rebuild his life.  It is a safe place 
that provides broken men the care 
and recovery they need to start liv-
ing a life with dignity and indepen-
dence.  I don’t know if you are ever 
in the “clear” after you get sober 
and we are so grateful knowing that 
we can turn to Bridge House, if we 
need the help.

As expressed by this mother, exhaus-
tion and hopelessness are not only ex-
perienced by the addict, they are also 
experienced by those closest to the 
addict. Thousands over the years have 
reached out to Bridge House / Grace 
House when there was nowhere else 
to turn. We have long known that by 

the time someone enters the doors 
of Bridge House / Grace House they 
have exhausted all loved ones, friends 
and employers. They have literally 
depleted all resources. At some point, 
the family needs to make the healthy 

but difficult decision that 
they can do no more for 
someone in active addic-
tion. This is a heartbreaking 
moment. This is why for 
many years Bridge House 
/ Grace House has been 
called the “last house on 
the block”.   

Because of your support 
this young man and many 
others like him have a great 
opportunity. They have an 
opportunity to be clean and 

sober. They have an opportunity to 
reunite with family and friends. They 
have an opportunity to be a productive 
member of society. They have an op-
portunity to have a great life. 

Please consider a donation to Bridge 
House / Grace House.

Else Pedersen--given the opportu-
nity in 1992
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

The Opportunity for a New Life

 Else Pedersen

Want to stay in 
contact with us?

Please contact Lauren 
Selenberg at lselen-
berg@bridgehouse.
org or 504.821.7141 if 
you’d like to stay up to 
date with Bridge House / 
Grace House via email.



GiveNOLA Day
From the Executive Director of Development

May 5, 2015–a true testament to the 
spirit of giving in the New Orleans and 
Bridge House / Grace House commu-
nity.  Thanks to the Greater New Or-
leans Foundation (GNOF) 
the second annual Give-
NOLA Day raised over $4 
million dollars from nearly 
35,000 donors benefitting 
571 nonprofits.  Bridge 
House / Grace House is so 
honored and humbled to 
be a part of that number.  
Thanks to the generosity 
and support from our Board 
of Directors, Development 
Committee, our staff, and 
most importantly YOU – we 
raised $52,593 and came in 10th in 
dollars raised!  

This was the second year in a row that 
the Greater New Orleans Foundation 
hosted GiveNOLA Day, a one-day on-
line giving event to inspire the people 
of New Orleans to give to the non-
profit of their choice.  In addition to the 
money donated by donors like you, 
GNOF also raises money for a La-
gniappe Fund in which we will receive 
a portion based off of a percentage of 
what we raised on May 5th.  Prizes are 
also awarded throughout the day and 
this year we were fortunate enough 

to receive a “Rock Around the Clock” 
Prize for the 7pm hour.  “Rock Around 
the Clock” is a $1,000 prize given out 
each hour to a randomly selected non-

profit that had a donation 
made within that hour.  

We were so blessed to re-
ceive the amount of dollars 
and support that we did 
on May 5th and could not 
have been as successful 
without you.  These dol-
lars and the dollars raised 
throughout the year will 
help us to treat over 650 
men and women who are 
still suffering from addic-

tion and have not yet made it to our 
doors.  

THANK YOU! We also thank the 
Greater New Orleans Foundation for 
giving us the opportunity to participate 
in this amazing day of giving, not just 
for our organization, but also for the 
other 570 nonprofits supporting the 
Greater New Orleans area who also 
participated.

Kevin Gardere
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

3 Bridge House / Grace House

Volunteer Spotlight
Bridge House / Grace House recognizes 
an outstanding volunteer each quarter.  
This quarter our Volunteer Spotlight fo-
cuses on Jeralyn “Jeri” Wheeler.  Jeri has 
volunteered with Bridge House / Grace 

House for over thirteen years.

Jeri first became involved when “Allen 
Kuhnell brought me to a homeless dinner 
to volunteer.”  Jeri recognized an oppor-
tunity to help organize and lead future 
Homeless Dinner efforts.  Since attending 
that first Homeless Dinner, Jeri has an-
nually led volunteers at our Christmas in 
July and Thanksgiving Dinners—events 
that provide a meal, clothing, toiletries, 
and information about substance abuse 
treatment to the homeless population of 
New Orleans.

Affectionately called the “Big Cheese” by 
the hundreds of Homeless Dinner volun-
teers that have worked with her, Jeri is 
especially grateful for the volunteers and 
tent leaders that have made the events a 
success.  She specifically thanks long-
time “Tent Leaders”—on-site volunteers 
that manage other volunteers at different 
serving sites—Carmen Ramirez, Bonnie 
Richard, and Erin & Jason St. Pierre.

In addition to her work with the Home-

Jeri Wheeler

Kevin Gardere

VOLUNTEER continued on p. 5
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CYCLE continued from p. 1

I would not be able to leave it alone.  
Now, I’m a full blown drug addict.  I’ve 
lost everything and everyone in my 
life and still, I didn’t get it. There were 
times that I sought help, but it was only 
because I thought that I could man-
age my addiction after some period of 
abstinence. 

This continued for over twenty years.  
I would use, feel guilty for it, then use 
more to cover up those feelings.  I just 
couldn’t break the cycle.  All I could do 
was to run from the feelings.  I would 
go days without eating and spent two 
years sleeping under bridges.  Finally, 
when I couldn’t stand it anymore, there 
was the inevitable suicide attempt and 
I was committed to the psych ward of 
a local hospital in New Orleans.  Now, 
being unable to use or obtain drugs, I 
was able to begin to see things a little 
more clearly.  So, I asked to be placed 
in Bridge House, where I remain at 
this writing.

For the first time in my life, I was able 
to sit down and take a good look at 
myself. The staff here had many help-
ful insights and the information in the 
Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has, at last, been revealed to me.  
Upon reading one of the personal sto-
ries in the back of the book, I had what 
can only be described as a lightning 
bolt experience.  I never was a dancer, 
but I wanted to dance that day. This 
passage had the effect of freeing me 
from me.  I am no longer a slave.

Thanks to Bridge House, the Twelve 
Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous,The 
Big Book, and last but certainly not 
least, a loving God, I now count myself 
as one of His children and am pre-
paring myself for the mission He has 
given me; saving other lives as He 
saved mine.

Don

Call: 504-598-3355

Don’t Trade It,
Donate It!

We pick it up,
you get a tax deduction

Addressing substance abuse problems 
through treatment is a win-win for the 
employee and employer. Research from 
the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse has shown that 
the savings from investing in 
substance abuse treatment 
exceeds costs by a ratio of 
12 to 1. 

Individuals with alcohol and/
or other drug problems are 
more likely to have worked 
for numerous employers 
over the past few years or 
be unemployed. The major-
ity of individuals seeking 
treatment at Bridge House 
/ Grace House are unemployed or un-
deremployed, at admission to treatment, 
due to the severity of their substance 
abuse problem. Our last newsletter 
shared the Bridge House / Grace House 
Impact Report which reflects the impact 
treatment has on the lives of the indi-
viduals as well as the community as a 
whole. One measure this report focused 
on is increased employment income 
following completion of substance abuse 
treatment. Each client at Bridge House 
/ Grace House is assessed at entry and 
exit to treatment and we see a 23% 
increase for men and a 16% increase for 
women in employment income upon ex-
iting treatment. We also see a substan-
tial increase in the number of individuals 
in treatment employed upon completion 
of the Bridge House / Grace House 
treatment program. Over 95% of men 
and women at the Bridge House / Grace 
House are employed upon completion of 
the treatment program. 

The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Service Administration reports 
that when workers with substance abuse 

The Impact of Substance Abuse 
Treatment on the Workplace
From the Executive Director of Clinical Services

disorders get treatment both employ-
ers and employees benefit through: 

• Better employee health 
and lower healthcare cost 
over time

• Less absenteeism 

• Improved job perfor-
mance 

• Reduced cost associat-
ed with sort and long-term 
disability and workers 
compensation

• Fewer accidents and 
less corporate liability

Individuals who complete 
a substance abuse treatment pro-
gram are in recovery and employers 
can take steps to support employees 
in recovery. Employers can imple-
ment flexible hours so individuals in 
recovery can attend ongoing aftercare 
and support groups for their addiction 
following completion of a treatment 
program. Employers will have a more 
productive workforce by supporting 
individuals in recovery.

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW, ADS
mgaiennie@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7123

Michelle Gaiennie 
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They saw something in me that I 
didn’t
From a Grace House Resident
I came to Grace House because I 
needed help—help from myself. I didn’t 
know who I was. I was like a kid lost 
without a parent. I had nowhere to turn 
and was hopeless. I thought I found 
myself in a bottle or in pills. Really, all I 
was doing was hiding my pain, my hurt 
that I never really knew I had. I’m able 
to take off those bandages and let the 
wounds heal. Take a look at my past 
and realize the wrong I’ve done. 

I recently went to Manresa, a spiritual 
retreat, for a day and, I looked up in 
the sky and saw a bird flying. His little 
wings were flapping so fast, like he’s 
fighting so hard to get where he’s got to 
go. That’s me! I’ve got to give it all I’ve 
got. I’ve got to fight. I’ve got to flap my 
wings really hard to get where I want to 
go. I want to succeed in life. I want to 
be the mom that Jaida (my daughter) 
deserves. I want to love myself.

I started drinking and using drugs at the 
age of thirteen. It was what everyone 
was doing. It was the cool thing to do 
at that age. It made me feel like I was 
a part of something. It started off with 
just marijuana. Eventually it led to acid, 
pills, ecstasy, cocaine, and heroin. I 
never thought I’d stick a needle in my 
arm, but I did. My addiction worsened. 
They say marijuana is a gateway drug. 
For me it was.

I started getting in trouble with the law 
when I was fifteen, and I had Jaida 
when I was twenty. You’d think I would 
have straightened up after having Jai-
da, but I didn’t. When I was twenty-one, 
I was put on probation for marijuana 
and pills.  I messed up while on proba-
tion, so my parole officer revoked me.  I 
did fifteen months in the Louisiana Cor-
rectional Institute for Women. I received 

my first DWI when I was twenty-three, 
my second when I was twenty-eight, 
and my third and fourth DWIs—within 
two weeks of one another—at the age 
of thirty-five. Thank God I never hurt 
anyone!

I’m at a different place in my life right 
now, a good place. I’m very grateful for 
Grace House. Through this program, I 
am learning the coping skills that I need 
to survive. I’m not running and hiding 
anymore. I’m able to face the fears and 
challenges that come at me. Relapse is 
a part of my story, but it doesn’t have to 
continue to be. Grace House has given 
me the tools needed to work on fix-
ing me. I’m the Kitchen Lead at Grace 
House. I didn’t think that I would be 
able to do it, but they saw something 
in me that I didn’t. I’ve always doubted 
myself, but I now have faith because 
of Grace House. They say faith without 
work is dead, so I’m working!

Nikki W.

Shop Our Thrift Stores! 
classic furniture 

quality used clothing
vintage accessories 

reconditioned appliances 

Low Prices, Unique Products, Great Cause

 1160 Camp St.                 7901 Airline Dr.
 New Orleans, LA             Metairie, LA                           
 504.522.4476 ext16         504.737.4752

Call 504-525-3130
to donate or schedule a pickup

less Dinners, Jeri has also served on 
the Cochon Cotillion Committee for 
over ten years and the Rockin’ with 
the NOLA Stars Committee since its 
inception six years ago.

When asked about her favorite part 
in volunteering with us, Jeri responds 
“with the meals, I like to see the good 
Bridge House / Grace House is doing 
in the community.  I also appreciate 
the opportunity to interact with the 
clients and hear their stories during 
the events.”

Jeri sees the mission of Bridge House 
/ Grace House as “giving people hope.  
It also helps to take people off the 
street and reduce crime in the region.”

VOLUNTEER continued from p. 3
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Cochon Cotillion XIX

Pourceau Sponsors
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Center, 
LLC
Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher 
LLP
Entergy
Freeman
Laitram

Marcassin Sponsors
Aaron’s
Boh Bros
Command Construction
Cox Communications
Crosby Tugs, Inc.
D. Scott & Tammy Crabtree
Dameron Pierson
Delgado Community College
Evans Landscaping
Frames, Inc.
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Jones Walker L.L.P.
KPMG LLP
Latter & Blum
LCI Workers’ Comp
LookFar
M.A. Green Shopping Center
Manning Passing Academy
M Press
Mike Morris
NOLA Flora
Patrick F. Taylor Foundation
Peoples Health
Postlethwaite & Netterville APAC
Rathborne Companies East, LLC
Richard Vallon
RSVP Decorating
Ruthie & Lou Frierson
The MCC Group, LLC
Uptown Audio Productions
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Whitney Bank
Xerox

From the Events and Outreach 
Director

Bridge House / Grace House and the 
Krewe of Pork and Beads presented 

Cochon Cotillion XIX on Saturday, 
April 18th, 2015 at Blaine Kern’s Mardi 
Gras World. King Ronal Serpas and 
Queen Ruthie Frierson presided 
over 650 Cotillion patrons. An indoor 
parade led by the King and Queen 
showered the attendees with beads 
and souvenirs cups. 

WGNO-TV’s Chriss Knight and Erin 
Nicole served as emcees for the 
evening. Over 40 local restaurants 
participated to provide a terrific feast 
for all. 

Mike Morris provided the entertain-
ment for the King and Queen’s court 
party prior to the Cotillion as well as 
singing for the silent auction bidders. 

Cochon Cotillion veterans ELS, the 
band, delighted the crowd throughout 
the evening. 

A special thanks goes out to the 
Krewe of Pork and Beads for putting 
on another phenomenal Cochon Cotil-
lion. The Krewe is led by co-chairper-

sons Brian McDonald, Arlene Rome, 
and Tiffany Markey-Truxillo. Bridge 
House / Grace House thanks all of our 
donors, volunteers, residents, and staff 
that help make the Cochon Cotillion a 

special event—crucial 
to raising much needed 
funds to support our 
substance abuse treat-
ment program for men 
and women that may 
not be able to afford it 
otherwise.

Mark your calendars for 
Cochon Cotillion XX on 
Saturday, April 2, 2016 
at Blaine Kern’s Mardi 
Gras World!

Joe Pitman, MBA
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

Queen Ruthie Frierson & King Ronal Serpas

Media Sponsor
WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW

Event Sponsors
Capital One Bank
Goldring Family Foundation
Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown 
Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

Cochon Sponsors
tigerdroppings.com
SECRant.com
Whitman Family Foundation

Sanglier Sponsors
anonymous
First NBC Bank
IBERIABANK
Jeff & Stephanie Haynes
John & Anna Beth Goodman
Matilda Geddings Gray Foundation
The Rusovich Family
Salmen Family Foundation
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A M F  Bowling Centers
Ariodante Contemporary Crafts Gal-
lery
Audubon Nature Institute
Barbara B. Gaiennie
Bayou Burger Sports Co.
Bayou Hot Wings
Bra Genie
Bravo! Cucina Italiana
Buffalo Exchange
Byrdie’s
Café Reconcile
Cajun Pride Entertain-
ment / Swamp Tours
Carol Robinson Gallery
Casamento’s Restaurant
Chosen Cakes & Caterers
Chris Owen’s Club
Chriss Knight
Come Back Inn
Cooter Brown’s Tavern & 
Oyster Bar
Court of Two Sisters
Deborah Roberts
Delgado Community Col-
lege Visual Arts
Delgado Community Col-
lege Culinary Arts
Divine Cajun Catering
Dooky Chase Restaurant
Double Step Cloggers
Doubletree Hotel
Erin Nicole
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
Fleur De Dat LLC
Frames, Incorporated
Freeman Decorating Company
Friends of City Park
Friends of the Cabildo, Inc.
Galerie Severn, Inc.
Gattuso’s Restaurant
Good Karma Café
Gordon Biersch

Hemmerling Gallery
Jefferson Performing Arts Society
Karen G. Selenberg
Kentwood Springs
Kidsports Family Fun & Fitness
Krispy Kreme
La Cocinita
La Maison Creole
Lakeside Camera

Louisiana Children’s Museum
Lucy’s Retired Surfers Bar & Restau-
rant
M Press
Maison Dupuy Hotel
Mary Ann Chesson
Mignon Faget, Ltd.
Mike Morris
Milk Bar
Muriel’s Restaurant
Napoleon House Bar & Cafe
National Fruit Flavor Co.
National WWll Museum
Neal Auction Co.
New Orleans Athletic Club
New Orleans Museum of Art

New Orleans Steamboat Company
New Orleans Zephyrs
NOLA Couture
NOLA Flora
Ogden Museum of Southern Art
Old New Orleans Rum
Pascal’s Manale Restaurant
Pennant Shop, Inc.
Phil’s Grill

Praline’s By Jean and 
Cupcakes Too!!
Renaissance Publish-
ing
RHINO Contemporary 
Crafts Co.
Richard Vallon
Royal Palm
RSVP Decorating
Sheraton New Or-
leans
Smitty’s Seafood Res-
taurant
SMX Personal Train-
ing
Southwest Airlines
Southern Candymak-
ers

Southern Confection Creations
Stein’s Market & Deli
The Old Coffee Pot Restaurant
The Pussyfooters
The Prytania Theatre
Tulane University Athletics Depart-
ment
Two Tony’s
“Uncle” Wayne Daigrepont
Uptown Audio Productions
Vacherie Restaurant
Voleo’s Seafood Restaurant
WGNO-TV and NOLA 38 The CW
Windsor Court Hotel

Cochon In-Kind Donors

A Scene from the Mini-Parade

Thanks for your support!
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From the Events and Outreach 
Director

The substance abuse treatment pro-
grams at Bridge House / Grace House 
provide a new 
beginning 
for the men 
and women 
that enter our 
doors.  Under 
the theme of 
“New Begin-
nings” the 20th 
Annual Women 
of Substance 
Luncheon 
honored three 
special women that provide unique ca-
reer and spiritual opportunities for the 
individuals in our programs.  Peoples 
Health served 
as the Leader-
ship Sponsor of 
the event.

This year’s lun-
cheon was held 
at the Audubon 
Tea Room on 
Friday, May 
8th, and nearly 
400 patrons 
attended the 
event.  Bryan 
Batt served as emcee.  This year’s 
primary honorees—under the “New 
Beginnings” theme—included Walton 
Goldring, Celie Stumm Howard, 
& Ali Rouse Royster.  Each of the 
three honorees have provided oppor-
tunities to our clients and graduates 
either professionally or spiritually.  
Celie Stumm Howard and Ali Royse 
Royster, from Pinkberry and Rouse’s 
Markets respectively, have provided 
career opportunities to graduates of 
our programs—a critical step after the 
completion of our program.  Walton 

Goldring is not only an active member 
of the Bridge House / Grace House 
Board of Directors, she has also 
generously donated her time to work 

with many of 
the women of 
Grace House.

Three awards 
were also given 
at the lun-
cheon.  Susan 
Rodriguez was 
given the Rich-
ard “Buzzy” 
Gaiennie—cri-
teria for the 
award include: 

spirituality, supports recovery, gives 
of self to others, and service to the 
community.  Pam Albers received the 

Volunteer Rec-
ognition Award 
to recognize 
her donation 
of countless 
volunteer hours 
via the trauma 
group sessions 
that she leads.  
Michelle 
Duplantis was 
honored as the 
Alumna of the 

Year; Michelle has inspired many with 
her story.

A special thanks goes out to the 
Women of Substance Committee 
for organizing the most successful 
luncheon to date.  Please save-the-
date for the 21st Annual Women of 
Substance Luncheon, to be held on 
Friday, May 13th, 2016 at the Audubon 
Tea Room.

Joe Pitman, MBA
jpitman@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7288

20th Annual Women of Substance Luncheon

Leadership Sponsor
Peoples Health

Integrity Sponsors
Command Construction

First NBC Bank

Goldring Family Foundation

Laitram

Whitman Family Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

Commitment Sponsors
Anonymous

Boh Bros

Chopin, Wagar, Richard & Kutcher, 
LLP

Cox Communications

Deutsch, Kerrigan & Stiles

Entergy

Susan Glennon

Jos. A. Bank Clothiers

Ochsner Health System

Pinkberry

Resource Bank

Rouses Markets

The Rusovich Family

SECRant.com

St. Charles Avenue Magazine

Tigerdroppings.com

Susan Tyler

Urgent Care MD

Verges Rome Architects, APAC

Bryan Batt with Walton Goldring

Ali Rouse Royster
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Absolute Bazaar of Treasures
Adler’s Donation Committee
Altmont’s Fine Custom Framing
Amici
Andrea’s Restaurant & Catering
Antoine’s Restaurant
Archie Manning
Atchafalaya Restaurant
Audubon Dermatology
Audubon Nature Institute
Avenue Scooters
Barbara Gaiennie
Baru Bistro & Tapas
Basics Underneath Fine Lingerie
Belladonna Day Spa
Belle Vista Salon & Spa
Besh Restaurant Group
Betty Hunley Designs
Caesars Entertainment
Camille Barnes Studio
Carrollton Jewelry Shop
Casa Garcia
Catalog Collection
 Charlotte Williamson Salon
City Sightseeing New Orleans
CoNola Grill and Sushi
Court of Two Sisters
Creole Creamery
Dickie Brennan and Company
Dirty Coast LLC
Diva Nails
Drago’s Lakeside Seafood, Inc
EarthSavers
Eric’s Specialty Cleaners
Erika Goldring Photography
Gae-tana’s
George Bass Gentleman’s Clothing
Gifted Healthcare, LLC
Green To Go
Guy Lyman
H20 Salon and Spa
Hattie Sparks
Harriett Lowell Stafford Interiors
Hazelnut

Hemline
House of Broel Foundation
Hyatt French Quarter
Hyme Tyme

Jefferson Feed Magazine
Jennifer H. Midkiff
John’s Tuxedos, Inc.

Jos. A. Bank Clothiers
Karla Katz Antiques
Keith Noonan Salon
La Macarena Pupuseria & Latin Cafe
Lakeview Brew Coffee Cafe
Lakeview Harbor Restaurant
Legacy Kitchen
Leontine Linens
LifeBox
Liuzza’s Restaurant & Bar, Inc.
Liz Thorpe

Louisiana State Museum
Love Swimming New Orleans
Make Me Up!
Mandina’s Restaurant

Maurice French Pastries
Mignon Faget, Ltd.
Mike Morris
Mimi/CeCe Shoe
Mirabella
Miss Smarty Pants
National WWll Museum
Neal Auction Co.
New Orleans Marriott Metairie @ 
Lakeway
New Orleans Museum of Art
Octavia Books
Ogden Museum of Southern Art

Palm Village – A Lilly Pulitzer Store
Perlis Clothing Inc.
Radosta Grocery

Ralph Brennan Restaurant Group
Ridgewalker Glass
Rock-N-Bowl
Romney Pilates
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse – Ashe-
ville, NC
Simply Fit
SMG
Spring
St. James Cheese Company
String-a-Bead           
Supreme Exercise
The Perio Clinic

The Woodhouse Day Spa
Todays Coffee, LLC
Trombone Shorty
Uptown Car Wash
Vive Nail Spa
Weinstein’s
Wirthmore Antiques
Yvonne LaFleur

Women of Substance In-Kind Donors

Thanks for your support!

Celie Stumm Howard with Bryan Batt

Else Pedersen and Michelle Duplantis
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Christmas in July
Sunday, July 26, 2015 

11:00 AM-1:00 PM
1160 Camp Street 

New Orleans, LA 70130

One of three times a year when we 
open up our doors to serve a holi-

day meal and give clothing from our 
Thrift Stores to the homeless popula-

tion of New Orleans.

Donations of cash, food, drink, and 
serving items make this event an 

annual success.

For more information contact 
Joe Pitman at 504-821-7288 or 

jpitman@bridgehouse.org

I was hooked immediately
from a Bridge House Resident

My name is Ryan M.  I’m currently in 
Bridge House for substance abuse.  At 
36 years old, I am a drug addict and 
alcoholic.

I was raised by two wonderful parents.  
I am an only child, and I have one 
adopted sister from South Korea.  I 
was very spoiled at an early age.  I got 
everything I asked for and then some.  
Toys, bikes, video games, anything I 
wanted.

I did not learn many skills at a young 
age because I was sick with a neu-
rological disorder—Tourette ’s syn-
drome.  I had only a couple of friends, 
and I was taunted daily at school.  I 
was also a very shy, quiet, and de-
pressed child.  

My addiction began early, at age 14.  
In high school, I went head first into 
the party lifestyle.  I was drinking and 
smoking pot all through high school.  
That was my chance to become ac-
cepted and a part of the cool kids, but 
my addiction progressed. 

After high school, I started to experi-
ment with LSD, ecstasy, and mush-
rooms. Eventually I was introduced 
to crack cocaine. Drugs stopped 
being recreational, and they 
led me down a road to hell 
that I never want to go down 
again.  I have been through ten 
rehabs, and I have spent nine years in 
prisons and jails which took up most of 
my twenties.  This was all due to the 
need to get more money to buy crack.

At age 32, I started to use crystal meth 
intravenously.  Once I started meth, 
cocaine went out the window.  I was 
hooked immediately.  It fueled another 
addiction of mine, sex.  Little-by-little, 

my mind clouded and my body broke 
down.

Thanks to all of my brothers and sis-
ters in recovery and to Bridge House, 
I was spared more misery, guilt, and 
shame of active addiction.  I have 
been given a chance to live a happy, 
successful, and peaceful life when 
family, friends, and society could not 
help me anymore.  

Thank you Bridge House for your 
patience, love, and support to help a 
hopeless and desperate addict like 
me.  God will see me through.

Ryan M.

Help with special events!
Please call Joe Pitman at 504.821.7288 or email 
jpitman@bridgehouse.org if you would like to join a 
special event fundraising committee.
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Mr. Legs XV
Saturday, July 11, 2015
Generations Hall
6:00-10:00 PM

Tickets $40 in advance; $75 VIP

Features contestants competing for the coveted title of 
“Mr. Legs” by entertaining the crowd with their cos-
tumes and performances.  The event also features a 
silent auction, raffle, and complimentary food.

For more information, visit: www.bridgehouse.org/events or call 504-821-7288

Upcoming Events

Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars VI
Saturday, October 17, 2015
Convention Center Marriott
6:00-10:00 PM
Tickets $40 in advance, $75 VIP

Local celebrities pair up with Dance Quarter profes-
sionals in this Dancing with the Stars type event.  The 
winner is the contestant that raises the most money 
for Bridge House / Grace House.

Fore! Recovery Invitational
Friday, September 25, 2015
English Turn Golf & Country Club
Tee Time: 12:30 PM
Scramble Format Golf Tournament

$250 per player

Features food from a variety of local restaurants, 
a silent auction, and a chance to win a car via a 
hole-in-one.
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