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Thank you for the chance to change my life...

My name is Derrick, and I’m a recovering alcoholic
and drug addict! I was born in New Jersey, and I
moved to Florida at the age of 22. I was a late bloomer
when I was introduced to drugs and alcohol, but when
I started using them at the age of 25, it took me less
than six months to lose everything I had.

Summer 2016

beating two hundred beats per minute, I checked
myself into Detox. After three days, they sent me to
a place called New Hope NOLA, where they referred
me to Bridge House. I went to Bridge House and the
staff and the clients were genuinely kind, but I was
afraid that I was a lost cause. I left Bridge House
after 20 minutes of my admission. The second time I
Drugs and alcohol led me to a dark place of violence,
came back to Bridge House, I stayed for six months,
stealing, hospitals, mental institutions, and
but I didn’t take any of their suggestions
finally prison. All those consequences never
serious enough, and I relapsed after a year.
“Bridge
stopped me from picking up a drink or using
I was dishonest and wouldn’t get down
House has to the core of my problems. I ended up
a drug. I had over 50 prior arrests, and all of
them where a result of drinking and doing
back under the bridge and my life was in
taught me a shambles. I knew that I had a purpose in
drugs. Florida was so fed up with me, they
were ready to give me life in prison.
new way of life. That day, I saw The Bridge House
van again, and I got on my knees and
life.
I made a decision to move to New Orleans
prayed. I went to the hospital and then
at the age of 38, but I still chose to drink and
went back to Bridge House. I was willing
do drugs. I was homeless and living under the bridge,
to take suggestions, follow instructions, and use my
sleeping on a concrete slab. I had a five hundred
counselors to get to the core of my problems.
dollars a day crack cocaine habit with no will to live.
Bridge House taught me a new way of life, such as
While panhandling, a van with the Bridge House
responsibility, honesty, and forgiveness with yourself.
logo on it came and picked a few of us up and took
Once I started to believe that, things started to change.
us to “Christmas in The Summer”, where they fed us
I then completed Bridge House and took what I
and gave us clothes. A few days later, with my heart
learned from Bridge House with me. I landed a job
next door at Restaurant Depot as a Forklift Operator.
The mission of Bridge House / Grace House is to
Because of Bridge House, I have learned how to be
provide gender specific treatment to men and women responsible, on time, honest, and grateful. By taking
who have become dependent on alcohol or drugs so
suggestions, I have received blessings after blessings.
that they may lead sober and productive lives.
I am currently two years clean and sober. I am living
on my own with my fiancé in an actual house, I am
Long-term residential services are offered in an
atmosphere that promotes dignity, honor and respect. currently in college for Business Management, I
am about to be a father, and I was just promoted to
These services are offered regardless of
Assistant Floor Manager. I am indebted to Bridge
one’s ability to pay.
House for giving me a chance to change my life.

”
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From a Grace House resident...
My name is Nancy and I am an alcoholic.

a new life and a new happiness.

I was raised in a middle class family. Neither of
my parents have a problem with drugs or alcohol. I
started drinking when I was 16. During high school,
it was mostly just on the weekends and for fun. I was
awarded a full athletic college scholarship. I managed
to control my drinking for
two years but then decided
to return home.

I am growing at Grace House every day. I have
learned how to work with others, be punctual, do the
next right thing and have compassion for others. I
enjoy going to 12-Step meetings, working with my
sponsor and the fellowship of my peers. The feeling
of love among sober
women is powerful and
amazing. One of the best
days of my life was when
I was voted Leader of our
Therapeutic Community!

“One of the best days of my life
was when I was voted Leader of
our Therapeutic Community!”

I was able to settle down
and have a family–one
daughter and two sons.
I worked throughout
their childhood and somehow managed to continue
maintaining my drinking. As they got older, my
drinking picked up.

Things continued to get worse and I eventually started
not showing up for work at all, picking my kids up
late from practice and dances, and spending what little
money I had on alcohol.
I became a prisoner to alcohol and my life fell to
pieces. I was hopeless, tired, confused, angry, sick
and very unhealthy. My parents took over my role as
parent to my children. I drank all day, every day until I
passed out. My family no longer talked to me.
On January 13th, I asked God to help me because I
couldn’t stop drinking on my own. The next morning,
I made the decision to come to Grace House. I wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

I have been here at Grace
House for five months and I am now attending the
Work-Pack program–which gives me training and
education to get back in the working world. I am
going to finish and then go and get me a job.
I am so very grateful for this opportunity. My
relationship today with my family, especially my
children, is beautiful and continues to grow. I can
never say enough about this program and how Grace
House has completely changed my life forever.
Goodbye Alcohol!

BRIDGE HOUSE / GRACE HOUSE
THRIFT STORES

Locals helping locals.

to Bridge House / Grace House’s Used Car Lot!

YOUR donations make it happen.
We’ll arange a home pickup - just call us at 525.3130.

Schedule a pick-up TODAY!
Just call 504.598.3355

We thank you...and we hope to hear from you!
1160 Camp Street, New Orleans 504.821.2479
7901 Airline Drive, Metairie 504.737.4752
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Do you remember that in January of 2014...
You helped us open the
Susan W. Glennon Grace House Women’s Clinic?
This clinic had a simple vision – to provide the kind
of care that we would want for ourselves, care without
judgment or bias in an environment that feels safe and
comfortable.

Why is that so important for our residents?
The women that come to Grace House have hit rock
bottom and exhausted all resources. The downward
spiral of substance dependence take a tremendous toll
on the mind and the body. Some of the unforgiving
statistics tell us that a large percentage of the women
in our program have a history of childhood sexual
abuse and intimate partner violence. They are also
more than twice as likely to die of cervical cancer,
more that 5 times as likely to have their reproductive
organs removed due to cancer and more than 14 times
as likely to experience cervical pre-cancer, requiring
invasive, painful and costly procedures that may
impact their future ability to bear children.

Early detection and intervention is critical.
History had demonstrated to us that services are not
readily available to the ladies that we serve. With this
clinic we are now able to break down some of the
barriers and offer some of the specialized health care
so sorely needed.
An additional barrier was reported by the residents
themselves. When services might be available they
reported that they felt marginalized by doctors who
they felt looked down on them for their addictions.
Because of you, these women, who are working to
rebuild their lives, can now receive medical care in a
supportive environment.
We want to thank the amazing team from Tulane
School of Medicine for conducting the clinic with Dr.
William Robinson as the lead physician.

Since opening, the clinic has provided 840 women with comprehensive
health evaluations, exams and appropriate referrals in a safe,
supportive, female-friendly environment.
We are gratified by your passion for our cause and
your dedication to improving the lives of women in our community.

Complete testing for one resident costs $195.00.
Please consider donating all or a portion of this cost.
Please return
with payment to:

Enclosed is my donation of $

Credit Card (please use the space provided below)

Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

Name on Card

For more information:

Visa

Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
www.bridgehouse.org

Card #
MC

Exp

AmEx

Disc

CVV2/CVC#

Billing Address
Make it a monthly donation!

Phone #

Check (payable to Bridge House / Grace House)

Celebrating our 20th Anniversary!

ANNIVERSARY SPONSOR
Goldring Family Foundation

EVENT SPONSORS
Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

COCHON SPONSORS
Capital One Bank
The Rusovich Family
Whitman Family Foundation

SANGLIER SPONSORS
First NBC Bank
Freeport McMoRan Foundation
Helis Oil & Gas Company, LLC
James Carville and Mary Matalin
Jeff & Stephanie Haynes
John & Anna Beth Goodman
Matilda Geddings Gray Foundation
Pontchartrain Capital, LLC
Salmen Family Foundation
SECRant.com
tigerdroppings.com

POURCEAU SPONSORS
Boh Bros
Entergy
Freeman
Kendra Scott
Laitram
LookFar
M.A. Green Shopping Center
NOLA Brewing

Anne Redd, Suzanne Rusovich and Dana Hansel live
it up Cochon-style.

King Cochon, James Carville, and Queen Cochon,
Mary Matalin, ride in the mini parade.

MARCASSIN SPONSORS
Command Construction
Cox Communications
D. Scott & Tammy Crabtree
Dickie Brennan
Dr. & Mrs. Nicolas Bazan
Ernst & Young, LLP
Evans Landscaping
Frames, Inc.
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust, Co.
HRI Properties
IBERIABANK
International-Matex Tank Terminals
Jones Walker L.L.P.
LCI Workers’ Comp
LCMC Health
Liberty Bank
Lynes “Poco” Sloss
M Press
Manning Passing Academy
Nell Nolan
NOLA Flora
Pan-American Life Insurance Group
Patricia Clarkson
Peoples Health
Postlethwaite & Netterville APAC
Rathborne Companies
Reily Foods Company
Richard Vallon
Roger Ogden
RSVP Decorating
Steve and Dana Hansel
Terry J. Marks, Sr.
Uptown Audio Productions
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Whitney Bank
Xerox

21st Annual Women of Substance Luncheon
Honoring women in our community who are fantastic role models for our Grace House residents.
LEADERSHIP SPONSOR
Peoples Health

INTEGRITY SPONSORS
Command Construction
Entergy
First NBC Bank
Freeport McMoRan Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
Laitram
Ronnie & Gwen Briggs
tigerdroppings.com
Whitman Family Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

COMMITMENT SPONSORS
Boh Bros
Canal Barge Company
Copeland’s / Liz Copeland
Cox Communications
Deutsch Kerrigan, LLP
EMR
Jos. A. Bank
Resource Bank
Susan Glennon
Susan Tyler
Verges Rome Architects, APAC

Ronnie Briggs, the 2016 Richard “Buzzy” Gaiennie
Award recipient, with Gwen Briggs, Tiffany Adler, a
2016 Honoree, and Jep Epstein.

Bryan Batt (left) and Mark Romig (right) present
Barbara Gaiennie with the 2016 Volunteer of the Year
Award.

2016 Honorees Lauren “Fleurty Girl” and Erika
Olinger of Cole Pratt Gallery.
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Here’s what ’s coming up!

Saturday, July 9, 2016
6–10 PM at Generations Hall
Tickets: $40 ($45 at the door)

Sunday, July 31, 2016
11:00 AM–1:00 PM at 1160 Camp St
Visit www.bridgehouse.org to make a donation.

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
DINNER
for the Homeless and
Indigent

Friday, September 23, 2016
11:00 AM at English Turn Golf and Country Club
Individual Player: $250 Sponsorships: $1500 & up
To purchase tickets or sponsorships please contact Stephanie Clary at 504.821.7134 or sclary@bridgehouse.org

