
What your donations have helped me acheive is no less 
than amazing
Dear Bridge House / Grace House Donors,

What YOU have done for me is no less than amazing.

At 44 months sober, I am still in awe of what you have 
done for me through Bridge House / Grace House. 

Before my arrival, I was on a path of 
destruction that was second to none. 
I was tired of fighting a battle against 
addiction that I was convinced could 
not be won. The guilt and shame I 
felt at not being able to fight this on 
my own left me unable to look in the 
mirror. 

Grace House took me in free of charge. 
They became my referee and when 
I veered off course never tired of 
throwing up a yellow flag.  Their constant guidance 
and care helped me rebuild my self-confidence and 
learn the tools I needed to recover from my addiction.

Working in the Thrift Store as a cashier was a 
significant help. I’d like to tell you I’ll never forget my 
first customer, but in all honesty, I never looked up.  
The hounds of guilt and shame would not allow me 
to look in one’s eye and have a simple conversation. 

I looked down at my shoes, and said, 
“that will be a $1.95.” It was an awkward 
transaction to say the least, but the support 
at Grace House helped me grow and move 
forward.

I was eventually hired as the manager of 
the Bridge House / Grace House Thrift 
Store! It was a great honor to personally 
thank so many donors who made it 
possible for someone like me who would 
have otherwise never had a chance.

Without your support and donations, Bridge House / 
Grace House would not exist as it does today. I wish 
I could coin a word or a phrase that would show my 
appreciation for what you have so freely given to me. 
In seven short months at Grace House, I was able to 
shake those hounds of guilt and shame. 

Today, when I look in the mirror, I see my friend.

Today, at 45 years old, I am a freshman in college 
pursuing a degree as a Licensed Addiction Counselor.

Thank you all,

Sandi N.

“In seven short 
months at Grace 
House, I was able 
to shake those 
hounds of guilt 
and shame.”
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The mission of Bridge House / Grace House is to 
provide gender specific treatment to men and women 
who have become dependent on alcohol or drugs so 
that they may lead sober and productive lives.

Long-term residential services are offered in an 
atmosphere that promotes dignity, honor and respect. 
These services are offered regardless of 
one’s ability to pay.
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Exp

YES! I would like to provide 
substance abuse treatment to someone in need.
Please return 
with payment to:
Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

For more information:
Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
www.bridgehouse.org

Enclosed is my donation of $

CVV2/CVC# Phone #

Billing Address 

Check (checks payable to Bridge House / Grace House

Credit Card (please use the space provided below)

Name on Card

Card #

Visa MC AmEx Disc

Through the eyes of a parent...

Before I began this letter, I prayed to God to help 
me find the words to convey what Bridge House / 
Grace House has meant to our family 
and, particularly, to me. When I 
mention Bridge House, I speak not 
only of its physical structure, but, more 
importantly, of all those who contribute 
to this lifeline in our community. 

Thank you to all who are a part of this 
awesome organization. Please know of 
my eternal gratitude to these wonderful 
people and to Bridge House for the 
support and love we were given as we 
walked alongside our son hoping our 
presence would be another lifeline for him to grasp.

As Kevin’s mother, I knew my son’s potential. It 
pained me to see that potential slipping because of his 
addiction to drugs and alcohol. The car accident that 
all but took his life is where I will begin. Kevin went 
through so much after this accident – it looked like 
the end of his life but on hindsight, it was really the 
beginning. The beginning of a long, long road which 
led to Bridge House. In fact, without Bridge House… 
I don’t want to think about “without Bridge House.”

The lifeline which Bridge House has been and is to 

so many, saved my son, mentally, emotionally, and 
physically. I saw Kevin at his lowest, again and again. 
I saw him attempt to climb out of his Hell, again 
and again. I saw him fail, again and again. I watched 
helplessly as he lost just about everything in his life. 
Though my heart was breaking, I did not, I could not, 
give up on him. Family and friends would not give 
up on him. But, we knew it would take more than our 

love to save Kevin. 

Enter Bridge House. More than family 
support brought Kevin back to us. It took 
Bridge House, family, friends, and Kevin, 
together to create this success story. 
Bridge House with its discipline and 
tough love, the support and love of family 
and friends and last, but not least, the 
most important element, Kevin. 

A recipe for success.

Our son Kevin’s story has become one 
of the many success stories of Bridge House. After 
all, this prodigal son of ours returned home and has 
become a productive man in society, a wonderful 
husband and father and, by all means, a son whose 
parents are so very proud of him. He has also 
dedicated his life and work to ensure that Bridge 
House will remain a lifeline for those who also find 
themselves on a path of destruction.

So, thank you, thank you, thank you, to Bridge House, 
a place and an organization whose doors are open 
to those who truly want to be saved and to its many 

guardians who, like my son, have 
traveled the path which brought 
them to Bridge House and who, 
in turn, help keep the doors of 
Bridge House open to help save 
others.

May our Lord watch over you, 
His blessings be ever with you. 
You shall always be in my 
prayers.

Thank you,

Walter and Mel

Following is a letter from the parents of Kevin 
Gardere, our Executive Director of Development. 
Read on to grasp what an incredible lifeline your 
support has helped create.

“It took Bridge 
House, family, 
friends, and 

Kevin, together 
to create this 
success story.”
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DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to Bridge House / Grace House’s Used Car Lot!

Schedule a pick-up TODAY!
Just call 504.598.3355

BRIDGE HOUSE / GRACE HOUSE
THRIFT STORES

Locals helping locals.

YOUR donations make it happen.

1160 Camp Street, New Orleans  504.821.2479
7901 Airline Drive, Metairie  504.737.4752

We’ll arrange a home pickup - just call us at 525.3130.
We thank you...and we hope to hear from you!

100%
3%

81%
1%

pre-treatment post-treatment

Impact YOU made possible in 2015

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY FREQUENCY OF USE

727 240

men and women recieved treatment

with your help without your support 

men and women would have
recieved treatment

only
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Remembering our less fortunate citizens …. Thanks to you, hundreds were able 
to experience the spirit of the season, a temporary break at a very challenging 
time. 
Thank you for allowing Bridge House / Grace House 
to convey a message of love and compassion during 
the holiday season!

Because of your generous donations we were able to 
reach out to hundreds of needy or homeless men and 
women by providing Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Holiday Dinners. 

In addition to a wonderful meal with all of the 
trimmings we were able to offer all those attending 
clothing, jackets, blankets and toiletries. These items 
are also from the generous donations that we receive 
from the community. 

With your generous 
donations:
The Thanksgiving Dinner was 
prepared by the  
New Orleans Marriot.

The Christmas Dinner was pre-
pared by Harrah’s New Orleans.

Attendees wait for lunch to begin holding bags of 
donated clothing, blankets and toiletries during the 
Bridge House / Grace House annual Thanksgiving 
dinner kicking off the holiday week Sunday, Nov. 
22, 2015. (Dinah Rogers Photo NOLA.com The 
Times Picayune)

Marshall Rutledge feeds his son Elijah Evans, 
4, during Christmas dinner for those in need at 
Bridge House / Grace House in New Orleans on 
December 20, 2015. (Photo by Kathleen Flynn, 
NOLA.com The Times-Picayune)

Many thanks to the New Orleans Marriott and Harrah’s New Orleans for 
helping us make this possible!

Attendee Doris Bryan enjoying her lunch.   
(Dinah Rogers Photo NOLA.com The 
Times Picayune)



Will and Raquel Smith of Where There’s a Will, 
There’s a Way Foundation with Bridge House / Grace 
House Executive Director of Development, Kevin 
Gardere.

Volunteers Alice Cloutet, Darlene Wapegan, and 
Emile Cloutet make events like Celebrity Waiters 
possible. Thank you!

Celebrity Waiters get ready to hustle tips and raise 
money for Bridge House / Grace House.

Presenting Sponsor

Where There’s a Will,  
There’s a Way Foundation

Celebrity Waiters 2015

Silver Sponsors

Boh Bros

Chopin Wagar Richard  
& Kutcher, LLP

Command Construction

Entergy

First NBC Bank

Palmetto Addiction  
Recovery Center

Postlewaite & Netterville APAC

Whitman Family Foundation



7th Annual Recycled Fashion Show

Presenting Sponsor
Entergy

Sponsors
Paris
Whitman Family Foundation
Milan
First NBC Bank
SECRant.com
Tigerdroppings.com

London
Cox Communications
Kendra Scott
Laitram
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Xerox

New York
Boh Bros
Chalmette Refining 
Evans Landscaping
Hymel & Ready CPAs and Advisors
LookFar
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Richard Vallon
River Parish Disposal
Rufus & Vikki Harris

Couture
Banana Republic
Wegmann Dazet & Company, APC
Xplore Federal Credit Union

Recycle: to convert waste into reusable 
material or in this case, raise from the dead 
‒ and celebrate! “Día de los Muertos de 
vestuario de la Mujer” designed by Lenny 
Unbehagen.

“Moscow Winter,” designed by 
Lee White and Gillian Knight, was 
inspired by Tolstoy’s War and Peace.

How it works:
Local designers shop at the Bridge House Thrift 
Stores and turn their spoils into runway fashions. We 
auction off the designs the night of the show, and 
all proceeds go to further the Bridge House / Grace 
House mission of providing substance-abuse treatment 
regardless of one’s ability to pay.


