
Rebuilding Lives  for  Men and Women with Dignit y,  Honor  & Respec tRebuilding Lives  for  Men and Women with Dignit y,  Honor  & Respec t

Vol. 31    No. 4 A News Publication of  Bridge House / Grace House              

from a Grace House Alumna

When I walked into Grace House, I had 
lost everything, including my children.  
I had hit bottom and was desperate 
for a change. I absolutely could not 
continue the lifestyle I had been living 
for 20 years. I had 
lost touch with reality 
and was just a shell 
of a person. All that 
was left of me was a 
name. I knew I didn’t 
want to use anymore 
but didn’t know how 
to stop. I had never 
been to treatment and 
I didn’t know anything 
about 12-Step programs.  I just knew I 
couldn’t do it on my own. I wanted so 
badly to wake up and not need drugs 
to get me through the day. I wanted 
to laugh and love and feel joy again. 
I wanted to feel again, period. Most 
importantly, my children deserved a 

sober mom. Well, I found all of those 
things at Grace House. I have been 
sober for four and a half years now.  
I’m so grateful every day of my life 
that I had the opportunity to be a 
part of Grace House. Every person I 

came into contact 
with contributed 
to my sobriety. The 
staff and my peers 
helped me find my 
way back to my 
true self again. I’m 
not going to say it 
was easy though. 
There were a lot 
of tears shed but 
there was also 

enough laughter for a lifetime. Many 
bonds were made. We were one 
big family with one goal in mind…
staying sober. It was all a learning 
process. The most important thing I 
learned was to be completely honest 

with myself and others. 
Being completely honest 
is why I’m still sober 
today. My life today isn’t 
stress free. I don’t think 

that’s possible being a 
mother of three but I’m 
happy and I’m free. My 
husband and I have made 
it through 10 years of 
using together, a year 
of treatment together 
and now almost 5 years 
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from a Bridge House Alumn

When I got to Bridge House, I was 
beat up mentally, spiritually and 
physically. I started selling drugs to 
support my habit, was arrested and 
faced felony drug charges. I already 
had a prior felony conviction so I was 
looking at a lot of jail time. Before this 
happened, I wanted to get sober but I 
thought I could do it on my own even 
though previous attempts had failed. 
I was terrified of going to prison 
and terrified of going to treatment 
but I had run out of ideas. At that 
time, I was completely broken and 
was willing to do whatever it would 
take to get sober and to stay out of 
jail. After being at Bridge House for 
about 4 months, I received only 3 
years of probation. Shortly after this, 
I was diagnosed with melanoma, a 
type of skin cancer. I had surgery and 
in order to avoid relapse, I did this 
without narcotic pain medication. It 
had not spread! It was really good 
news! If it had spread, I could have 
only had 5 years to live. I was able 
to address this because I was sober 
and in Bridge House. I worked in the 
program’s independent living stage 
and eventually got a decent job at a 
mill shop which is my true profession.  
Now, four years later, I have my own 
mill shop at my house. It’s really a 
dream come true. I just filed income 
tax for the first time in 20 years.  My 
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REMEMBERING DONALD WOOD

On October 8, 2015 the Bridge House 
/ Grace House community lost a 
great friend and supporter. Donald 
Wood was a member of our Board of 
Directors for more than 20 years. As 
anyone who knew him will confirm, 
Donald had a gentle, warm and 
loving heart. He cared a great deal 
about the people that are served by 
Bridge House / Grace House. To that 
end he was immensely important in 
the capital campaign conducted to 
build the beautiful Earhart facility – 
securing a permanent home for the 
Bridge House program. Donald lent 
his expertise on many levels for this 
project, everything from interaction 
with the architects to the very 
important task of raising the money 
to secure the project. Donald was 
also involved in executing the merger 
between Bridge House and Grace 
House in 2006. Regardless of the task 
at hand, Donald was very active on 
the board serving in many capacities 
including being the President from 
2003-2005. He was also a member of 
the development, finance and building 
committees. Without the commitment 
and support of people like Donald, 
Bridge House / Grace House would 
not be where it is today. We will be 
forever thankful for the opportunity to 
have known him and to have worked 
with him. We are honored to be a part 
of the legacy of Donald Wood. He will 
be greatly missed.

From a Bridge House Resident
My name is Chuck, I am 47 years 
old and have 4 wonderful children. 
I have been addicted to just about 
everything in some form since I was 
17. Being a child of alcoholics, I’ve 
never really had a healthy role model 
in my life. At an early age, I had to 
learn to do for myself 
and make decisions 
that would affect me 
later in life. I’ve been 
to college and have 
had several high profile 
jobs. Unfortunately, my 
alcoholism/addiction 
has affected every 
relationship I’ve ever 
had.

I have been through several substance 
abuse programs and have thought 
that I would “make it” each time. 
However, most of those programs did 
not help me with my core problem…
me. It wasn’t until I came to Bridge 
House and started 
working the 
program here 
that I realized 
that in order for 
me to change, I 
had to work from 
the inside out. My 
counselors have 
helped me identify 
certain areas in my 
life that have been 
stumbling blocks 
for me in my past. We work on 
these issues from my past and I have 
come to accept them and deal with 
them in a healthy way rather than the 
destructive manner in which I used to.

The holiday season has always been 
a difficult time for me as I have lost 
several immediate family members 

in my life. The holidays have always 
reminded me of the times we’ve 
shared together. I used to dwell on 
these times and think that a drink 
would ease the pain.  Unfortunately, 
these choices inevitably always lead 
to other substances. When that would 
happen, I would feel guilty and not 

want to be around 
for the family I still 
had…my children. As 
a result of my choice, 
my children lost out 
on the invaluable time 
together with their 
family. Their mother, 
my wife, passed 
away years ago. My 
alcoholism/addiction 

also caused them to lose me as well. 
I had always told myself that each 
holiday season would be different. I 
would make plans to not drink and 
be there for my children, however, 
as each holiday crept closer, my 

best made plans failed.

Today, working the 
program here at 
Bridge House, I now 
know that the most 
important way for 
me to maintain my 
sobriety is to stay 
connected and rely 
on my higher power.

This year, I will have 
the opportunity to start the 

rebuilding process with my children. 
We are planning on spending this 
holiday season together as a family. 
By learning these two core principles 
at Bridge House, I am now able to be 
the father for my children that I was 
always destined to be.

Thank you Bridge House!

ADDICTED TO EVERYTHING

This year, I 
will have the 
opportunity 
to start the 
rebuilding 
process with my 
children. 

Just for today,

I will be unafraid.

Especially, I will not be afraid to

enjoy what is beautiful, and to

 believe that as I give to the world, 

so the world will give to me.



This past October 4th, a first of its 
kind rally was held in Washington D.C. 
This event was called Unite to Face 
Addiction. This rally was viewed as 
a call to action by those in recovery 
as well as those who allocate the 
dollars available for prevention, early 
intervention and treatment and 
recovery. Giving a face to addiction 
through those who choose to 
participate is impactful. One in every 
three households in the United States 
is in some way effected by addiction. 
Accidental overdoses are now the 
number one cause of accidental 
deaths in the United States.  We have 
moved beyond the point of addiction 
being someone else’s problem. This 
movement strives to help remove 
the stigma of addiction. While 
respecting those who wish to remain 
anonymous in their recovery the 
movement calls for those comfortable 
with it to openly identify themselves 
as a person in long term recovery – 
demonstrating their ability to achieve 
success and maintain a sober life.  
The message is also about how we 
as a country Unite to Face Addiction.  
The problem of addiction is growing 
rapidly and long-term sobriety should 
be celebrated and provide hope to 

those in active addiction, their loved 
ones and our communities. 
Thanks to Baptist Community 
Ministries, Bridge House / Grace 
House was awarded some scholarship 
funds to allow two of our employees 
to attend this rally. Many thanks to 
Jennifer Holmes LCSW for applying 
for this scholarship money. Robyn 
Porretto and Joyce Turner – two of our 
employees in long-term recovery – 
were thrilled to be a witness to history 
and be surrounded by like- minded 
individuals. Needless to say they both 
serve as great role models for all of 
our residents – carrying the message 
that recovery can be achieved.
We know that substance use disorders 
are not funded as wholeheartedly as 
other health issues. We want these 
thousands of voices to succeed in 
uniting us in a national movement 
that supports prevention, early 
intervention, treatment and recovery. 
It is hard to convey the deep feelings 
and utter excitement of a movement 
such as this one. We know the 
heartbreak of addiction and the 
liberation and joy of recovery.  
Hopefully this movement will advance 
the knowledge needed to support and 
embrace the latter. 
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Exp

YES! I would like to provide substance abuse treatment 
to someone in need.
Please return 
with payment to:
Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

For more information:
Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
www.bridgehouse.org

Enclosed is my donation of $

CVV2/CVC# Phone #

Billing Address 

Check (checks payable to Bridge House / Grace House

Credit Card (please use the space provided below)

Name on Card

Card #

Visa MC AmEx Disc

of sobriety.  We have a beautiful life 
together with our children.  We’re 
buying a house, I have a new car for 
the first time ever and our bills are not 
an issue anymore.  None of this would 
have been possible for me without 
Grace House.

April N.

UNITE TO FACE ADDICTION

DONATE 
YOUR VEHICLE 
to Bridge House / Grace House’s

Used Car Lot.

Schedule a pick-up TODAY!
Just call 504.598.3355
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Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, 
Happy Holidays

 The Bridge House / Grace House 
family wants to offer you and your 
family warm wishes for a great 
season of peace and gratitude for 
our many blessings. Supporters like 
you offer the greatest gift of all -  a 
chance for sobriety and unlimited 
opportunity to those who are 
shrugged off and chastised by 
many.
 
The 
individuals 
who come 
to Bridge 
House for 
services 
are perhaps 
some of the 
most troubled 
and confused 
people in all of 
society. Their 
disease is often 
misinterpreted, 
misunderstood 
and dismissed 
as a lack of 
moral fortitude. 
We know our residents 
in quite a different way. We know 
that no one would choose to be an 
alcoholic or a drug addict. We know 
that the emotional toll that the 
disease takes is immeasurable. It is 
very challenging to be a participant 
in our programs. Sure, we make it as 
easy as we can to enter treatment, 
but we would not want to minimize 
the act of entering treatment. That in 
and of itself is an admission of defeat 
– the recovery expression is “sick 

and tired of being sick and tired”. 
Walking through the doors is an act 
of desperation but also an act of 
courage. This resolve must then take 
on the principles of commitment 
and determination to remain in 
treatment. The journey only begins 
with the stoppage of use. The 
alcoholic or addict will no longer be 
able to use mood altering substances 
to deal with life 

– past life, present life 
or future life. The good news is 
that with this resolve to recover, 
day by day it can be done. We are 
witnesses to small and large miracles 
every day. We offer acceptance and 
love to those who had been lost in 
their addiction and consequently 
lost to society, their friends and 
their families. Our residents have 
everything to gain and everything 
to lose. It is an odd contradiction, 
but that is just one of the many 
paradoxes of recovery.

  
We too can get caught up in the day 
to day busy routine. But at this time 
of the year we really must pause 
and realize that with the staff, our 
supporters and the community of our 
residents, we have an environment 
that has an amazing effect on the 
individuals that we are here to serve.

It really boils down 
to this: that all life 
is interrelated. We 
are all caught in 
an inescapable 
network of 
mutuality, tied 
into a single 
garment of 
destiny. 

In a Christmas 
Eve sermon 
delivered by 
Dr. Martin 
Luther King in 
1967.
 
We, along 
with you, are 

parts of this network of mutuality 
and together we are tied into a single 
garment of destiny. 

This is a beautiful place. 

Thank you for your continued 
support of Bridge House / Grace 
House. It enhances all of our lives 
beyond measure.   

Else Pedersen, CEO
epedersen@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7122

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.

Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope.

Where there is darkness, light.

Where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;

to be understood, as to understand;

to be loved, as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.

Amen.
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point is that really good things have 
happened to me in sobriety.  I am able 
to coach at a local boxing gym and my 
son went to a national tournament 
and won 3rd place.  My wife, April, 
and I have been able to rebulid our 
lives together along with our children. 
If it wasn’t for Bridge House and 
following the program, I definitely 
wouldn’t be where I’m at today.

Andrew N.

The holidays can be particularly 
stressful and also a dangerous time 
for those who are new to recovery 
from alcohol and/or drug addiction.  
The holiday season is 
not festive and joyous 
for many and can be a 
time of great loneliness, 
depression, anxiety and 
self-doubt.  Holiday stress 
can be a trigger for a 
relapse on alcohol and/
or drugs so it is important 
to have a plan to cope 
with the holiday season. 
Recovering individuals 
do not have to miss the 
festivities during the holidays and with 
careful planning they can enjoy the 
holidays with family and friends. 

Substance abuse treatment and the 
12-Step program teach the newly 
recovering addict living and recovery 
skills to practice in the world and the 
stressful holiday season is the perfect 
opportunity to practice these skills. 
Individuals often encounter stressful 
situations during the holidays that can 
include; seeing family members and 
friends for the first time since their 
abstinence, attending events where 
alcohol is served and individuals are 
intoxicated and being away from your 
support network and routine to visit 
family out of town. Many holiday 
traditions, customs, memories and 
events are associated with alcohol 
and/or other drugs so the newly 
recovering person needs to be 
prepared.

Following are some tips to help during 
the busy and often stressful holiday 
season:

PROTECTING THE MOST VALUABLE 
GIFT – SOBRIETY 

• Make sure you get enough 
rest; individuals tend to make poor 
decisions when they are tired. 
• Utilize your support system 

and make plans ahead of 
time. 
• Spend time with 
others in the 12-Step 
program and have regular 
contact with your sponsor 
during the holiday season. 
• Avoid dangerous 
situations, you can be 
selective about the 
invitations you select. 
• The holiday season 
can be filled with personal 

expectations and stir up old emotions. 
Talk to a friend, counselor or sponsor 
to increase your personal awareness 
so you can better deal with complex 
situations and high risk situations.
• Self-care is extremely 
important; when you feel better 
physically you are stronger 
emotionally.    Eat healthy, exercise, 
take time to relax and meditate. 
• Find new ways to celebrate 
the holidays; create new traditions 
and spend time with others where 
alcohol and / or other drugs are not 
the center of entertainment.
• Give thanks for the 
gift of sobriety, this is a huge 
accomplishment. 

It is important to protect your new 
found sobriety so be prepared this 
holiday season. I wish everyone a 
happy and healthy holiday season!

Michelle Gaiennie, LCSW
Executive Director of Clinical Services
mgaiennie@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7123

Michelle Gaiennie 
BRIDGE HOUSE / GRACE HOUSE

THRIFT STORES

GlasswareCrystal

Furniture

Retro
Estate Pieces

Clothing

...the best kept secret in NOLA!

Locals helping locals.

YOUR donations make it happen.

1160 Camp Street, New Orleans  504.821.2479
7901 Airline Drive, Metairie  504.737.4752

We’ll arrange a home pickup 

We thank you...and we hope to hear from you!

Just call us at 525.3130
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THE GREATEST GIFT

Happy Holidays! This is the time of the year when everyone 
is into the spirit of giving. We always appreciate any 
donations we receive. The cost of one bed for one year at 
Bridge House / Grace House is $31,723. Approximately 4.6 
individuals will occupy one bed per year. Compare that to 
the N-SATSS (National Substance Abuse Treatment Services 
Survey) funded by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. This survey estimated that the average 
inpatient rehabilitation program will cost approximately 
$7,000 per month or an estimated $35,000 for a successful 
90 day program. A ninety day stay at Bridge House / Grace 
House would cost an individual $8,000, or 77% below the 
national average, but here we treat individuals regardless 
of their ability to pay. It is unexpected that one person 
could donate the entire cost of one bed for one year. As a 
matter of fact, 68% of our donors donate $100 or less each 
time.

This means that small donations make a huge difference in 
the operations of Bridge House / Grace House. We would 
like to introduce a new and exciting program, Bridge House 

/ Grace House’s Partners for Recovery, for supporters who 
commit to giving to Bridge House / Grace House monthly. 
Partners for Recovery will receive incentives throughout 
the year including, recognition in our newsletter, 
complimentary event tickets, and much more. It is easy to 
become a Partner for Recovery! Simply fill out the form 
to the right and mail it back to us, go online, or call me at 
504.821.7133.

Those who come to our doors are hopeless, helpless and 
many of them want to die. These individuals have nowhere 
else to turn to help them overcome their addiction. I was 
that person in 2001. Bridge House / Grace House saved 
my life, and thousands of others. Without the support of 
people like you, people like me would not have a chance.

Kevin Gardere
Executive Director of Development
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7133

From a Grace House Resident

I am the only person in my immediate family that struggles 
with addiction. I grew up in a great family. My parents have 
never divorced and I have two older successful brothers. 

My  addiction started at a young age. I eventually became 
addicted to heroin and crack cocaine. My disease was very 
powerful and dark. It started out as me using drugs to 
boost my self-esteem. After getting involved in an abusive 
relationship, a deadly traumatic car accident, and the 
deaths of my closest friends- I began using to numb any 
and all feelings. I lost all my self-worth. 

My days consisted of finding a way to get money through 
prostitution to buy my drugs. Each day I did the same thing. 
I didn’t care that I was constantly in and out of jail and 
getting arrested. 

I thought the drugs would keep me numb. However, my 
problems only got worse. I was completely miserable. I 
feared sobriety because I had to face all the trauma, guilt, 
and shame. I had to face the guilt of my parents reporting 

me missing because I was MIA on a crack binge. Having to 
face those things terrified me. 

I was sentenced to drug court, I ran, and I obviously 
couldn’t stay sober alone. I needed help. I went back to jail 
and waited for a bed at Grace House. 

Here at Grace House I have gained back my self-worth. 
Today, I love who I am. Today, I have real, healthy 
relationships. Today, I can get through each day sober. The 
holidays are a beautiful time. 

Last Christmas in my addiction I remember the look on 
my family’s faces when I walked in the house completely 
impaired. It broke their hearts and mine. This year, whether 
I’m physically present or not, I will be sober and joyous and 
free of my addiction. That to me, is the greatest gift to have 
been given. 

My hope for the future is to show my family this gift I have 
been given and to show others that the holidays can be a 
joyous time. We have the power to let it be.
-Laura L 

BIG OR SMALL, IT ALL ADDS UP TO SAVING LIVES
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The Schweitzer Fellowship is dedicated to preparing 
the next generation of professionals who will serve and 
empower vulnerable people to live healthier lives and 
create healthier communities. The New Orleans Schweitzer 
Fellows Program was established in 2007 and over 80 
Schweitzer Fellows have provided over 15,000 hours of 
service to New Orleans’ most vulnerable communities. 

Each Schweitzer Fellow partners with a community based 
organization such as Bridge House / Grace House to 
develop and implement a year-long service project of at 
least 200 hours that addresses an unmet community health 
need. Grace House has been honored to work with the 
New Orleans Schweitzer Fellows Program on a variety of 
projects.
  
Nikki Jodry, a Tulane Medical School student, was the 
inspiration behind the women’s clinic at Grace House which 
started in 2011 to provide free clinic services to women 
receiving substance abuse treatment at Grace House. In 
2012 Purva Amar, a Tulane Medical School student, and 
Nanci Zhang, a Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine student, worked to expand the primary care 

clinic. Amar and Zhang worked to make women’s health 
services more comprehensive, and launched weekly 
support and patient education groups at Grace House. 

Mary Kathryn Orsulak, a Tulane Medical and Masters in 
Public Health student, developed a patient education 
program in 2014 on topics the Grace House women said 
were of interest to them, including nutrition and how to 
keep from gaining weight, sexually transmitted diseases, 
and the effects of drugs on their bodies. 

Veronica Winget, a Tulane Medical School student, is our 
2015 Schweitzer Fellow and her project is to expand the 
current patient education program at Grace House through 
weekly group education sessions, one on one patient 
education classes and bi-weekly exercise classes. Veronica 
hopes to provide the women with the resources and skill 
set to manage chronic pain without the use of potentially 
addictive medications. 

Bridge House / Grace House is proud to partner with The 
Albert Schweitzer Fellowship Program. 

THE ALBERT SCHWEITZER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Yes! I would like to join Partners for Recovery with a monthly gift to
help those in need.

$10 per month to provide medical transportation for 6 residents

$20 per month to provide medication for 12 residents

$30 per month to provide Wellness Kits for 12 Grace House residents

$40 per month to provide toilettries for 30 residents

$50 per month to provide treatment books for 12 residents

Exp CVV2/CVC#

Phone #

Billing Address 

Credit Card (please use the space provided below)

Recurring on the 1st of the month Recurring on the 15th of the month

Name on Card

Card #

Visa MC AmEx Disc

Please return 
with payment to:
Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

For more information:
Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org
www.bridgehouse.org
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FORE! RECOVERY INVITATIONAL

Over 100 golfers participated in the 2015 Fore! Recovery 
Golf Invitational in support of Bridge House / Grace House. 
Presented by Triton Stone Group, the tournament took 
place on September 25, 2015 at the English Turn Golf and 
Country Club.  Local restaurants and vendors provided 
food and drinks out on the course: Better Business Brokers 
A Division of Capital Business Solutions, Blue Williams, 
L.L.P., Drago’s, Emeril’s, Eiserloh Co., Hooters, Mandina’s 
Restaurant, New Orleans Hamburger & Seafood Co., Pearl 
Wine Co., Rolls n Bowls, Semolina, and Zea Rotisserie.  
Golfers had a chance to win a new car at either the 
Audi of New Orleans or the Banner Chevrolet Hole-in-
One Contests. DJ Eddie Gonzales provided festive music 
through the day, and Kelly Gibson challenged golfers to a 

“Beat-the-Pro” contest. In addition to a Putting Contest, 
the event also featured an especially robust live and silent 
auction.  Thanks to all that supported the Fore! Recovery 
Invitational and we especially thank our Fore! Recovery 
Invitational Committee, led by Iggie Perrin, for their hard 
work in making this year’s event a success. We also had 
several great volunteers that supported us on the day of 
the event.

Stephanie Clary
Senior Development Officeer
sclary@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7134



Recycled Fashion Show

Sunday, February 21, 2016
6-9PM
Rock N Bowl

Local designers rework clothes from 
the Bridge House / Grace House Thrift 
Stores and fashion them into runway 
gems. 

Women of Substance

Friday, May 13, 2016
11AM-2PM
Audubon Tea Room

This luncheon honors prominent local 
women who serve as role models that 
our residents and graduates look to 
for inspiration.
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Presenting
Triton Stone Group

President’s Cup
First NBC Bank
Morgan Stanley

19th Hole
Evans Landscaping

Bloody Mary
Blue Williams, L.L.P.

Corporate
Adams and Reese, LLP
ADG Wealth Management
BE Media Graphics
Boh Bros
Carpet Keepers
Chopin Wagar Richard & Kutcher, LLP
CommCare Corporation
Cox Communications
Doctors Imaging
Entercom Communications
Entergy

John M. Duck
M Press
OutSolve
Republic Business Credit, LLC
SECRant.com
tigerdroppings.com
Verges Rome Architects, APAC
Whitman Family Foundation 

Beverage Cart
Blue Williams, L.L.P. 

FORE! RECOVERY INVITATIONAL SPONSORS

Audi of New Orleans 
Banner Chevrolet 
BE Media Graphics 
Bill Mimeles
Cajun Grocer
Capital Business Solutions
CoolBrew Coffee
Drago’s Seafood Restaurant 
Eddie Gonzales
Eiserloh Company
Emeril’s New Orleans
English Turn Golf & Country Club
evamor 
Fleur de Lis Rentals

Fore! Kids Foundation
Hilton SanDestin Beach Golf Resort 
& Spa
Hooters
Iggie Perrin
Jeff Carlson
Jeff Chouest 
Joel Duran
Jon Renaudin
Jos A. Banks
Kelly Gibson
LA Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Leo Doyle
Link Restaurant Group

Longue Vue House and Gardens
M Press 
Mandina’s Restaurant 
Morgan Stanley
New Orleans Hamburger & Seafood 
Company
New Orleans Pelicans 
Paul Pablovich
Pearl Wine Co.
Pelican Ice
Richard Vallon
Rolls n Bowls
Semolina
Zea Rotisserie & Grill

FORE! RECOVERY INVITATIONAL IN-KIND DONORS

UPCOMING EVENTS For more information, please contact Stephanie 

Clary at sclary@bridgehouse.org or 504.821.7134.

Cochon Cotillon 20

Saturday, April 2, 2016
7PM-11PM
Mardi Gras World (Eastbank)

The Krewe of Pork and Beads present 
the first “unofficial” Mardi Gras Ball of 
the 2017 season. A wonderful party 
with food, open bar & silent auction.
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ROCKIN’ WITH THE NOLA STARS VI

2015 Winners
Champion – Nell Nolan

Runner-Up – Bill McQueary
2nd Runner-Up – Kelly Sloss

Best Choreography – Bill McQueary
Best Costume – Kelly Sloss
Most Creative – Liz Reyna

Best Performance – Brian Moore
Best Overall – Nell Nolan
Fan Favorite – Liz Reyna

On Saturday, October 17, 2015 our new venue, the New 
Orleans Downtown Marriott at the Convention Center, 
was packed  to see the contestants compete in Rockin’ 
with the NOLA Stars VI—a spin-off from the network 
television program “Dancing with the Stars”. The event 
featured a live band, dancing, entertainment, and great 
food.   Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars paired local New 
Orleanians with professional dance instructors from Dance 
Quarter. Dance Quarter, the local “dance partner” in the 
production of this event, transformed our contestants 
into competition-worthy dancers with just a few months 
of practice. We are always impressed with the work from 
Dance Quarter, and thank them again this year for their 
hard work.  The Champion, Runner-up, and 2nd Runner-up 
are determined by the amount of money raised by each 
contestant. Contestants raised money through the sale of 

sponsorships, event tickets, and raffle tickets. The judges 
and audience select the other categories. Congratulations 
to our committee and contestants on a job well done!  We 
want to thank WGNO-TV and NOLA38 The CW for their 
continued support of this event as the Media Sponsor 
and Chriss Knight for serving as this year’s Emcee. We 
also appreciate the efforts of our judges: Jeff & Reagan 
Charleston, Jeff Funk, Jodi Borrello, and Sharonda Williams.  
Many thanks go out to our sponsors and all those that 
supported Rockin’ with the NOLA Stars VI.  

Stephanie Clary
Senior Development Officeer
sclary@bridgehouse.org
504.821.7134
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Platinum
Dance Quarter

Gold
SECRant.com
tigerdroppings.com
Whitman Family Foundation

Silver
Cast of Love Letters: 
Dennis Woltering & Nell Nolan
Dan Shea & Stephanie Stokes
Entergy
First NBC Bank
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust, Co.
Laitram

Latter & Blum
M.A. Green Shopping Center
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Canizaro
Xerox

Bronze
Bayou Orthotic & Prosthetic Center, 
LLC
Boh Bros
City Segway Tours New Orleans
Richard Vallon
River Parish Disposal

Partner
CAMELLIA INSURANCE AGENCY
Frank Roccaforte

The Krewe of the Rolling Elvi

Media
WGNO-TV & NOLA38 The CW 

ROCKIN’ WITH THE NOLA STARS VI SPONSORS

Alex Beard Studio
American Luxury 
Limousines
Antoine’s 
Arlene Rome
Arthur Rogers Gallery
AT&T Pioneers
Audubon Nature Institute 
AutoZone
Back to the Garden
Barbara Gaiennie
Beau Chene Country Club
Bienville House Hotel
Brooks May
Café Reconcile
Casa Garcia
Chris Owens Club
Chriss Knight
CoolBrew Coffee
Copeland’s of New 
Orleans
Court of Two Sisters
Creole Creamery 
Dance Quarter

Darlene Wapegan
Deanie’s Seafood 
Restaurant 
Divine Cajun Catering Co.
Dr. T and the New Orleans 
Express
Eric’s Specialty Cleaners
Faber Awards, Inc.  
Five Happiness Restaurant 
The Gayle & Tom Benson 
Charitable Foundation
Gray Line Tours
Henderson Studios
Historic New Orleans 
Collection 
Jeff & Reagan Charleston
Jeff Funk
Jodi Borrello
John’s Tuxedo’s 
Kidsports
La Cocinita Food Truck
Liberty’s Kitchen
Louisiana Children’s 
Museum

Louisiana Pizza Kitchen
Louisiana State Museum 
Mel Werner
Metairie Cleaner’s 
Milk Bar
Morning Call
Nathalie Gomes-Adams
Neal Auction Company
New Orleans Athletic Club
New Orleans Ballet 
Association
New Orleans Dance 
Academy
New Orleans Museum of 
Art
New Orleans Pelicans
New Orleans Steamboat 
Company
Octavia Books
The Old Coffee Pot
Perlis Clothing
Preservation Hall
The Pussyfooters
Quarter Master Deli

Richard Vallon
Rock -n- Bowl 
Rocky & Carlo’s
Royal Palm
Royal Sonesta 
Sharonda Williams
Sheraton New Orleans 
Hotel
Starbucks
Stein’s Market & Deli
Stephanie Margavio
Tal’s Meat Market & Deli
Theo’s Neighborhood 
Pizza
Thomas Mann Design
Tiffany Markey-Truxillo
Tony Mandina’s
Torino Leather Co.
Vacherie
WGNO-TV & 
NOLA38 The CW
WWII Museum
Ye Olde College Inn

ROCKIN’ WITH THE NOLA STARS VI IN-KIND DONORS
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gender specific treatment to men and women who have 
become dependent on alcohol or drugs so that they may 
lead sober and productive lives.
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