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IT FORWARD
Started With YOU!
Imagine a man who is done. He has no hope, no will
to live. Imagine a man who is sick, a man wasting
away from a disease. This man’s sickness has
destroyed all that made him who he was. He has hurt
the ones who love him the most. He is an addict. He
is homeless. He is lost. He no longer wants to use
drugs and alcohol, but he just can’t seem to stop. He
no longer has control, he is powerless over drugs and
alcohol.
Imagine someone takes this man’s hand, and says, “I
believe in you and your ability to recover.” They help
provide him with a safe place to stay, feed him and
give him the tools he will need to recover from his
disease. Slowly, the man is able to rebuild himself.
He learns to be a human being again. He is so grateful
for this opportunity, he decides to help others who are
suffering from the same disease.
This man is either of the two men to the left.
And YOU, are the one who helped them recover.
Gene Colley and Anthony Cruz, Bridge House
Alumni, started Gulf Tacos and donate a
percentage of the profits from every event to
Bridge House / Grace House.
Left: Gene and Anthony, co-owners of Gulf Tacos,
serve up great food for a great cause!
Continued on Page 3
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56,210
Nights off the Street

168,630
Hot Meals

8008

one on one
counseling sessions

$1

$7

Every dollar invested in treatment is equivalent
to $7 saved in healthcare and criminal justice costs.

Bright Spots (Thanks to YOU)
1,084,160
Smiles

● Significant increase in male
completion rate
● First Annual March for Recovery

56,210
Days Sober

Countless
Lives Touched
*Numbers not verified by the Accounting Department

● Celebrating 60 years of saving lives
● Grand Opening of Thrift Store and
Used Car Lot at 4243 Earhart Blvd
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SUPPORT MEANS SO MUCH!

Q

Q&A with Gene Colley and Anthony Cruz

How are you connected to
Bridge House / Grace House?
GC I was a client in Bridge House in 2014 for
drug addiction. After working the the 12 steps,
I continued to come back to sponsor new
clients and take them through the steps.
AC My business partner and I met while in
treatment there and since then have become
more like family than friends. We started a
company called Gulf Tacos and we give a
percentage of all sales to Bridge House / Grace
House. We give back for two reasons; first, we
love Bridge House / Grace House and want to
show our gratitude for all that they have done.
Second, we want to do our part to ensure the
people who follow us have access to the same
opportunities that we were given.

addiction. I weighed around 130 lbs. and was
about as alone as I have ever felt. I was to a
point that I could not really conceive a life
where I would be sober and happy.

Q

How has Bridge House / Grace House
improved your life?
GC My life today is unbelievable. Bridge
House taught me a ton of lessons and most
importantly it introduced me to the program
of AA. While there, I was able to go to AA
meetings every night. I was able to meet a lot
of guys in the program who would later turn
into great friends. Today, I am a father to my
son. I’ve had a daughter in sobriety and I am
a great dad to her as well. I have a freedom
today that is better than I could’ve imagined.
Bridge House took me in when no one would
What was happening in your life that
and I am forever grateful for that.
brought you to treatment?
AC Bridge House had their doors open when
GC I struggled with addiction for about 15
all others were closed. It was the foundation
years. I had done time in prison. I had been
that provided a safe and sober environment so
in multiple treatment centers. My friends and
that I could pick up some tools and get my life
family wanted nothing to do with me anymore. back. Without Bridge House, I would not be
I was utterly hopeless. I had nowhere to go
writing this. The facility gives people a
and no one to turn to. I owed $12,000 in child second chance and provides them with
support, my parole officer was ready to send
resources such as counseling, vocational
me back to prison. I had totaled my vehicle. I
training, Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics
had nowhere to live. I wasn’t allowed to see
Anonymous and a sense of community.
my son. I wanted to stop using but I physically Such a service for no cost!
could not stop. I knew about Bridge House so
I called and got a bed pretty quick.
How has Bridge House / Grace House
AC Prior to coming to Bridge House, I had
improved your family life?
no relationship with family, legal issues, and
GC It saved my life and made it possible for
I was physically/mentally suffering from
me to have a family.

Q

Q

Continued on Page 4

Q&A continued...

AC The work of Bridge House not only gave
me a second chance at life, but also reunited
me with my family and along this journey, I
have started a family of my own.

Q

What do you love about Bridge House /
Grace House?
GC It feels good to know there is a place
for someone in active addiction who has
nowhere else to go that will provide them
with everything they need to completely
turn their life around and be a productive
member of society.
AC Since the 1950’s, people have been
working day in and day out to keep the lights
on, keep the clients fed, the community has
been making donations, and the people who
have come through there have time after time
come back to work with new people trying to
get their lives back in order. Such a beautiful
story. 60 years later, the same thing is still
happening on a much larger scale. It is hard to
quantify the impact a place like Bridge House

has made because the ripple effect of saving
someone’s life is so far reaching, but I can say
that my family and I are eternally grateful.

Q

What would you say to those who
support Bridge House / Grace House?
GC I was a lost cause to many people.
Because of you, my kids have a good father.
My dad has a good son. I’m forever grateful.
AC Prior to coming to Bridge House, I was
heading to prison or death. Since then, I have
started a business that gives back to Bridge
House as well as provides work for many
people in recovery. I also work in the addiction
field and am currently working with Jefferson
Parish to limit the opioid overdose rate that is
so problematic throughout this country. This
was only made possible by people like you.
Whether it was a coffee table, sofa, used car,
or cash donation, your generosity has given
me everything and I try to give back in areas
where I can. Your gifts multiply into many
other gifts for others. How awesome is that?

YES! I’ll give men and women just like Gene and Anthony the chance
rebulid their lives.
Here is my special gift of:
$25
$50
$100
$250
I prefer to give $
enclosed is my check payable to Bridge House / Grace House
I prefer to use my credit card

Visa

MC

AmEx

Disc

Name on Card
Card #
Exp
Billing Address

CVV2/CVC#

Phone #

Or check out our website and donate online! www.bridgehouse.org
Bridge House / Grace House
Please return
For more information: Kevin Gardere
4150
Earhart
Blvd
504.821.7133
www.bridgehouse.org
with payment to:
New Orleans, LA 70125

kgardere@bridgehouse.org

Presented by Oscar J. Tolmas CharitableTrust

First Annual March for Recovery — One Step at a
Time! Thank you to everyone involved for making
this such a memorable event.

September marks National Recovery Month
and this year, we celebrated with the Inaugural
Bridge House / Grace House March for Recovery
presented by the Oscar J. Tolmas Charitable Trust.
Over 300 people joined us in Palmer Park on
September 16th for this community celebration of the
lifelong journey that is recovery. Whether you are in
recovery or know someone in recovery or simply want
to support the recovery process, we hope you will
join Bridge House / Grace House in 2018 for our 2nd
Annual March for Recovery.
Addiction is a disease that affects everyone – family,
friends, and the community; all are invited to march
with us once again next September. The event will be
free and open to the public. Date and location coming
soon!

Sponsors
Presenting
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In-Kind
CoolBrew
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Maddelana Flores de Leon, Grace House alumna,
shares her story of recovery from addiction.

Fore! Recovery Invitational
Golf Tournament
Over 100 golfers participated in the
2017 Fore! Recovery Invitational
to support the men and women
of Bridge House / Grace House!
This top-notch golf tournament
and the treatment it provides to
those suffereing from the disease
of addiction would not be possible
without the help of our sponsors,
the volunteers who so freely give
their time, and the businesses and
restaurants who participate. Thanks
to all for your generosity!
Left: Iggie Perrin, Committee Chair,
Kevin Gardere, Executive Director of
Development, present the Fishman Haygood
team with their first place trophies.
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