Top Row: Dennis Farmer, Kevin Gardere, Robert Ellis, Nick Soriano, Ron Rogiero
Middle Row: Eric Sylvester, Scott Thompson, Hank Marshall
Bottom Row: Lauren Selenberg, Else Pedersen, Casey Smith

THE GIFT OF A
LIFETIME!
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YOU GAVE THEM THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME!

The men and women on the cover are both
graduates of Bridge House / Grace House and
staff members. Because of YOUR generous
support over the years, these men and women
have been able to turn their lives around.

They have also been able to take their
experience and use it to help those who follow
in their footsteps.
With eternal gratitude, we thank YOU!

Else Pedersen
Chief Executive Officer

Kevin Gardere
Executive Director of Development

I came to Bridge House for help in early 1992 after
exhausting everyone who had been trying to help me
get my life on track. I am an alcoholic (now gratefully
in long term recovery). I reflect the journey of many –
trying to quit on my own, attending rehab, relapsing,
trying to quit on my own, seeking mental health care
and not being honest about the help I needed and on
and on. I needed help to learn how to live without
alcohol. I had no money. My fall from grace into
alcoholism had left me indigent and alone. Where
could I go? Bridge House was there to offer me a
chance. Little did I know when I walked though
those doors on Camp Street that not only would I
learn to live a sober life, but that it would be here I
would find my life’s work. I am 28 years sober and
eternally grateful for Bridge House.

Robert Ellis
Clinical Administrator

I came to Bridge House on June 13, 2002, after having
shredded nearly 10 years of recovery success, broken
and hopeless. I believed that I must be constitutionally
incapable of being honest without myself, and that
at 43, I had thrown away any chance at a responsible
life. Around my fifth month at Bridge House, I began
to recover a glimmer of hope, and at my completion
June 13, 2003, having been employed with Bridge
House as an outreach worker and clerical assistant
for three months, reentered the world of responsible
citizenship. I have remained employed at Bridge
House, grown in my professional life, managing
to finally secure a bachelor’s degree and then a
master’s in business administration. In the Bridge
House employment family, I have not only found a
home, but an avocation that extends far beyond mere
employment. I feel that I am a living demonstration,
one day at a time, of the Bridge House / Grace House
mission and ever evolving vision, and as such are part
of enriching the community in which I live.
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I came to Bridge House for treatment in 2001. I was
hopeless and helpless. I had lost everything because of
my addiction; my home, my wife, my job, visitation
with my daughter, and myself. Coming to Bridge
House was by far the hardest decision I had to make in
my life. Looking back, it was by far the best decision
I have ever made. Bridge House took me in and
welcomed me right away. The staff, the residents, the
supporters all touched me in a positive way during my
yearlong treatment at Bridge House. I truly believe
I would be dead if it were not for Bridge House. I
have been sober now for over 19 years and have been
working for Bridge House since I completed treatment
here in 2002. I now have a beautiful wife who I have
been married to since 2006. My daughter, who I once
had restricted visitation of and could only see 8 hours
a week with supervision, is now 21 and the President
of her Sorority at LSU. I have a son who just started
high school at Jesuit. None of this would be possible
without Bridge House. Bridge House saved my life
and made me a better man. It still does to this day.

Scott Thompson
Assistant Director of
Thrift Store Operations

I came to Bridge House in September of 2012 from
Colorado. I was mentally, physically, and spiritually
bankrupt. I believed that there was no hope for me. I
was wrong. Bridge House provided me with the tools
to recover. I had access to a great counselor, I was
given support from my peers and held accountable for
my actions. Work therapy gave me the ability to be
productive and to take part in my own recovery. My
life is completely different today than it was before
I came to Bridge House. I live my life with joy and
peace, and I am a productive member of society. My
work therapy position at Bridge House was working in
the warehouse cleaning picture frames and today I am
the Assistant Director of the Thrift Store Operations.
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Dennis Farmer
Director of
Used Car Lot

I showed up at Bridge
House in October of
2014, seeking help from
an addiction I had been
struggling with for over
20 years. From October
2014 to January 2016, I
spent a total of 19
months as a client in
treatment and I needed
every bit of it. I was
offered a position as
assistant manager of
the used car lot upon
completion in February
of 2017 and promoted to
manager in June of 2018.
I will be forever grateful
to Bridge House for
everything they have
done for me!!

Ron Rogiero
Tow Truck Driver,
Used Car Lot

It was February 27, 2008
when at 52 years old my
life came to a screeching
halt. I was out of options.
I was blessed to be
given a chance at Bridge
House, and on May 3rd,
2008, I took it. I was
shown a better way to
live my life through
their incredible staff.
Now, through a 12 step
program, I am a better
man. Also, Bridge
House employed me in
September 21, 2009
and has given me a
purpose. I’m truly grateful
for all this program has
done for me, and, others
just like me.

Hank Marshall
Mechanic - Car Lot

I came to Bridge House through the courts. My
sobriety date is May 28, 2002 and I now have 18 years
clean and sober. Bridge House showed me a new way
of living and thinking. Thank you for helping Bridge
House give me a new way of life.

Casey Smith
Administrative Assistant /
Clinic Liaison

Before coming to Grace House my life was out of
control and unmanageable. Once completing the
program, I found my sense of self -worth and a better
understanding of addiction, and how it impacts not
only the individual but our families as well. I’ve had
the privilege of working for BH / GH for nearly 8
years and it has forever changed my life. Thanks to
BH / GH I have found my calling in counseling. I
am now in graduate school at SUNO pursuing my
master’s degree in addiction counseling.
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Nick Soriano
Thrift Store Manager-Jefferson Store
Before Bridge House, I was a lost soul. Existing, not
living. The pain finally outweighed the pleasure of
getting loaded. I checked into treatment and Bridge
House was the last house on the block for me. I had
burned every bridge and ruined every relationship.
In treatment, I was able to clear my mind and body.
Through working the steps, I found a glimmer of
hope and grabbed on to it. The counselors and staff
welcomed me, and I finally felt that I was in a safe
space. I have a life that I could never have imagined
5 years ago. The inner peace I have today is the stuff
you can’t put a price tag on. I have purpose and love
being able to give back to the treatment center that
saved my life. Forever Grateful!

Lauren Selenberg
Grant Writer

Bridge House / Grace House saved my life. I have no
doubt in my mind that I would be dead if I wouldn’t
have surrendered and came here for treatment. I was
completely broken and thought there was zero hope
for me. I thought my life was over. I was surprised by
how nice and caring everyone was here. They really
believed in us. I slowly started to see a new way of
life, filled with peace, joy and love. Miracles happen
every day at Bridge House / Grace House.
I know because I am one of them. Thank you for
your support, you have no idea how many lives
you touch every day.

Eric Sylvester
Thrift Store ManagerNew Orleans Store

Before Bridge House, I was in Orleans drug court,
facing five years in prison. I didn’t know that there
was another way to live. I thought I was living the
life I deserved. Little did I know that with love and
support from the amazing people at Bridge House, that
I would find a new way to live. Since becoming an
employee here, I have found a sense of purpose. I can
give back to the community that helped to save my
life. I now have a beautiful life filled with a constant
sense of awe and wonder. Every day that I am alive
is another gift that I would not have if Bridge House
hadn’t been there to pick me up and show me how.
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YES! I’ll give the Gift of a Lifetime
to someone in need!
Here is my special gift of:
$50
$100
$250
$500
I prefer to give $

$1000

enclosed is my check payable to
Bridge House / Grace House
I prefer to use my credit card
Name on Card
Card #
Exp

CVV2/CVC#

Phone #

Billing Address

Or donate online! www.bridgehouse.org

Each and every gift makes a difference!
Please return
with payment to:

For more information:

Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org

BHGH 2020 Newsletter.indd 4

www.bridgehouse.org
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