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My name is Joron Smith and my clean date  
is September 11, 2002. I entered Bridge 

House / Grace House and recovery on September 
13, 2002. The reason I give these dates is because 
of the choices and decisions in between. On 
September 11, I walked into Bridge House /  
Grace House only to be told there 
were no beds available. This was 
my 1st choice and decision. Do I 
go back to where I came from and 
back to the life I just left or do 
I find somewhere else to go and 
come back tomorrow. I decided to 
come back the next day. So, I hid 
my belongings around the corner 
and I walked. When I came back 
on the morning of September 12, 
I was told no beds were available 
but I was on the waiting list. 
Again, do I go back where I came from or find 
somewhere else to go? I repeated what I did the 
day before. I returned on September 13 and was 
told there were no beds available. As I turned to 
leave, the person working said, “wait,” and made 
a phone call. I could hear him say, “if he leaves, I 
don’t think he will make it back.”  This is where I 
can see the God of my understanding doing for me 
what I could not do for myself. I am so grateful to 
that Bridge House employee who fought for me. 
I will never know what would have happened if I 
wasn’t given a bed that day, but thank God I was 
given a chance at Bridge House / Grace House.

Life with drugs and alcohol started early on for 
me. I had my first drink of alcohol at the age 

of four. I had my first experience with marijuana 
at the age of seven. Actually, my first taste of 
alcohol was at 6 weeks old when my father 
allowed me to suck vodka off his fingers so  
that I would sleep while my mother went for 
her six week check up. My brother was only ten 
months younger than me and my father left us 
before he was born. 

From the ages of seven -fourteen, drugs and 
alcohol were recreational. Something we just 

did now and then. At 14, it became an everyday 
thing after my mother would not sign the papers 
for me to play football. I was a functional 
alcoholic/drug user for many years. I eventually 

married and had children.  
Over the years, my disease 
progressed and got worse. I 
started having trouble keeping a 
job. I was also in and out of jail. 
My life was a mess.

One morning, after a 3 day 
bender, I was on the corner 

waiting for my wife to take the 
kids to school so that I could 
sneak in the house. That was 
my moment of clarity. I knew 

something had to change. I went home,  
packed my clothes and headed to Bridge House. 

In Bridge House, I became willing to allow 
them to help me help myself. They did this by 

introducing me to the twelve steps, group therapy, 
work therapy, denial management, and relapse 
and prevention. I learned about the disease of 
addiction and started to learn who I was. The 
hardest part was accepting who I was. That’s 
where working the twelve steps and participating 
in the process of recovery has made a major 
change in my life. 

Since leaving Bridge House, my life is worlds 
different from what it used to be. I’ve been 

able to raise four kids AND be a great example to 
them. I worked the same job for 17 years! I now 
work for Bridge House / Grace House and am able 
to share my experience, strength and hope with 
the current residents. Thank you for supporting 
Bridge House / Grace House.

SOMETHING HAD TO CHANGE

“if he 
leaves, I 
don’t think 
he will make 
it back.”



A Huge Thank You To Our  
2021 Event Sponsors!
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Barbara Zarou

Benecom
Bill Mimeles

Blue Williams, L.L.P.
Camenzuli Dental Excellence

Capital One
Cindy Schupp

Clandestine Events + Experiences
Command Construction

Cox Communications
Crescent Title, LLC

Duct Doctor of Baton Rouge
Egenberg Trial Lawyers

Entergy
Evans Landscaping

First Bank and Trust
Fishman Haygood

Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
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SECRant.com
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Susan Glennon
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Mr. Legs XXI
from left: Jeffery 
Carlson, Chris 
Kazik, Travis 
Henthorn, Michael 
Zarou, Roberto 
Espinoza, Steve 
Carnes

Fore! Recovery 
Invitational
from left: 
Glen Madison, 
John Thornbor, 
Kevin Gardere, 
Barry Gonzales, 
Iggie Perrin

Women of 
Substance
from left: Liz 
Copeland, Leigh 
Whitman Director, 
Walton Goldring, 
Anne Raymond

March for 
Recovery
from left:
Greg Romig, 
Walton Goldring



Exp

YES! I’ll give men and women just like Joron 
the gift of a lifetime!

Please return 
with payment to:

Bridge House / Grace House
4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

For more information: Kevin Gardere
504.821.7133
kgardere@bridgehouse.org

www.bridgehouse.org

Here is my special gift of:

CVV2/CVC# Phone #

Billing Address 

enclosed is my check payable to Bridge House / Grace House

I prefer to use my credit card

Or check out our website and donate online! www.bridgehouse.org 
Thank you for believing! Each and every gift makes a difference!

Name on Card

Card #

Visa

$25 $50 $100 $250 I prefer to give $

MC AmEx Disc

Please consider remembering Bridge House / Grace House 
with a bequest included in your estate planning.

Our full legal name and address is:
Bridge House Corporation

4150 Earhart Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70125

If you have already provided for Bridge House / Grace House in your estate 
plans, please let us know. If not, we would be grateful to show you how you 
can. For guidance or information about creating a bequest, you can contact 

Kevin Gardere at 504-821-7133 or kgardere@bridgehouse.org.


